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PREFACE. 



To trace the descent of nations and travel through 
the regions of antiquity, is universally admitted to be 
a difficult task, and consequently not unworthy the 
attention of the lovers of science. Our present subject, 
it is true, has frequently attracted the coiioaty of the 
learned, both of the old and new world ; and cdthough 
their researches have be^i both plaasltde and ingenious, 
yet the result of their inquiries is evidently so adverse 
and inconsistent, that a wide field is still open to the 
antiquary and historian* Nay, the obscurity in which 
the origin of the Aborigines of America has, hitherto, 
been involved, demands and calls forth all the ingenuity 
which the most enlightened philosophy can bring to 
its aid, in order to satisfy the public mind on so intri- 
cate a subject. 

In this arduous undertaking, therefore, it becomes 
us to solicit the indulgence of our readers, especially 
of those who may not, perhaps, feel diq>osed to reason 
on matters, which, as they might likely imagine, exceed 
so far the reach and testimony of authentic history, that 
the origin of the North American Indians must, as a 
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matter of course, remain for ever hidden from the 
curiosity of mankind. The Red Men, it is true, had 
not, when first visited by Europeans, any history of 
themselves, either written or traditionalj which could 
throw any light on their national afiairs. With regard 
to oral tradition, which consists of recitals made by 
the first men to their children, of whatever happened 
worthy of notice during their lifetime, so that these 
recitals are multiplied in every generation, and trans- 
mitted dovim to posterity, without the assistance of 
writing, we must candidly acknowledge that the Indians 
were found to be miserably destitute, even of this 
errant vehicle of knowledge. Hence, amidst the clouds 
which envelop the history of this ill-fated race, we are 
fiimished by themselves with nothing but uncertainty. 
We shall not then, venture to aflirm, on their testimony, 
either what is true or what is false, or seek for certainty 
among such uncertain authorities. On the contrary, our 
witnesses are of the most unimpeachable character, 
while the testimony of travellers of undoubted veracity, 
and missionaries no less distinguished for their learning 
than religious zeal, who dwelt for many years in the 
north-eastern r^ons of Asia, and among the Indian 
tribes of North America, shall form our principal guides 
in this inquiry. 

In the absence, therefore, of written or traditional 
history, however erroneous the latter may frequently 
prove, but neither of which the Indians possessed, it 
seems to us, that there cannot be a more rational way 
of arriving, with any degree of accuracy and certainty, 
at the original source, whence, in the remoteness of 
time, those numerous and powerful tribes first mi* 
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grated to the Western Continent, than to offer a feithfiil 
comparison of the Indians with the Asiatics, in religion^ 
language, manners, habits and customs. On the autho-^ 
rity of writers and travellers, ancient and modern, and 
of distinguished ability, whose observations^ in Asia, and 
America, written at different periods, should merit the 
greatest confidence and attention from the scientific and 
the curious, we have ventured to prove beyond the pos- 
sibility of doubt, that the North American Indians are 
of Asiatic origin. 

As it is generally allowed that the uniformity or 
agreement of the manners and customs of two nations, 
is the most authentic monument of their original con- 
nection, we have offered an extensive catalogue of 
coincidences, so singular and indicative of the identity 
of people, that we will, at once, be induced to believe, 
this theory to be the most rational of all the sfBten^ 
that have been formed on the subject If we meet, 
therefore, with many customs, religious, military, 
and civil, practised only by some nations in Asia, 
and followed up by the earliest inhabitants of the Wes- 
tern Continent, we may fairly conclude that the Abori- 
gines of this country must have derived their origin 
from those Asiatic tribes to whom they bear the greatest 
resemblance in language, religion, manners, habits and 
customs. 
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Nations, like mankiad». advance insensibly from id^ 
fancy to youth. The scenes of puerility are forgotten 
or neglected in the pride of riper years. Few, indeed, 
feel inclined to look back on antiquity. The r^ons 
which we behold are remote. Beyond a certain line 
every thing disappears in shades, and the distant land in 
which we travel, seems |a be inhabited b}^ phantoms and 
stranjt^ forms. An inqiturjF after the ori^n of nations is 
certaiidy au obscure, but yet an interesting labyrinth to 
perambulate. Weak and unphilosophic minds may, no 
doubt, deem this a barren subject, which thrir taste or 
curiosity leads them not to examine with that degree of 
interest which its importance evidently deserves. But 
nothing can prove more beneficial and amusing to the 
studious and mquisitive mind, than a proper knowledge 
of the various races of men, which constitute the great 
human family, for it is only in this way that a man can 
know himself. 

When we take even a superficial view of the surfiice of 
the globe which we inhabit, we evidently perceive, tfiat, 
at some unknown remptif periods, various revolutions * 
have happened, which not only sheeted materially the 
superficial structure of the earth, but the state and condi- 
tion of its inhabitants. 
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Although we may fairly boast of the pre-eminence of 
the human species, over all other animals in arts of inge- 
nious contriyance, and in mental capacities, which elevate 
our hopes beyond terrestrial enjojrments, yet we find the 
earth inhabited by different races of men, who do not only 
vary in complexion, manners and customs, but their rules 
of conduct, sentiments and opinions, are apparentljr so 
contrary and inconsistent, that the minds of the curious 
are at once struck with a degree of surprise, which nata- ^ 
rally excites a desire of consisting those extensive sources 
of information, which have been laid open to the anti- 
quary, by the travels and researches of modem travellers. 
The intellectud faculties of man, as well as his bodily 
frame and complexion, exhibit so various an aspect among 
different races of manJdnd, as would seem to authorise an 
arrangement of the human species into different classes, 
markai by a specific diversity of powers, both mental 
and corporeal 

The revival of critical learning, however, has induced 
the learned and the intelligent to examine with some in- 
terest, the early state of mankind, as well as the strik- 
uig "diversity in the human species throughout the 
regions of me earth. The whole human race, when 
compared with the present generation, were in a state 
of infancy, for many centuries after the deluge, as 
well as in the antediluvian world. To observe man- 
kind leaving the first rude stages of society, and advan- 
cing gradually in the provinces of civilization and refine- 
ment, till they came to cultivate the arts and sciences, 
and to form wise regulations for the better government 
of communities, is a contemplation in which every man 
should indulge, in order to know what man really is, and 
what he has been. Tlie wonderful revolutions which 
every age and every year have produced in the mental 
regions of man, co to prove that the human race have 
not yet attained their nianhood. 

But how much soever men may seem to be diversified 
by manners and customs, opinions and sentiments, shape 
and size of body, colour, complexion, the organization of 
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the human frame, throughout the world, proves an uni- 
jformity of species, which makes it appear probable, that 
fhe whole human race have been descended from one 
oririnal pair, as we are assured by sacred history. 

On discovering, therefore, such a contrariety in the 
bodily frame and features of man, as well as in his mental 
capacities, we are led to attribute this diversity in the 
human species, to that general revolution which happen* 
ed at the confusion of Babel. From Holy Writ we are 
assured that, for several centuries after the deluge, man- 
kind continued together and composed only one nation, 
seated in that country which was watered by the rivers 
Euphrates and Tigris, sometimes called in general Syria, 
but more particularly distinguished by the several names 
of Armenia, Assyria, and Chaldea. Being the children 
of one family, (of Noah and his sons) meir language 
was the same, notwithstanding the early diflFerence which 
appeared betwixt Ham and his two brothers ; and doubt- 
less their religion, customs and manners, could not be 
ver^ different so long as they continued together. 

I)uring their abode in the plains of Shinar, the sons 
of Noah conceived the project of building " A City 
and a Tower," in order to make themselves " a name," 
or rather a sign lest they should " be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole earth.'* This tower, sa}'S 
Moses, they impiously designed should reach to heaven ; 
and various are the conjectures that have been made as 
to the motive that could have suggested so vain a thought. 
But whatever it might be, it was displeasing in the eyes 
of God, and he accordingly obliged them to abandon 
their enterprise by confounding their language, so that, 
unable to understand each omer, they named the • city 
Bahely which signifies confusion^ and dispersed. 

Some writers have imagined that the tower of Babel 
was undertaken out of fear of a second deluge, and 
therefore, the projectors resolved to raise a structure of 
sufficient height to fly to in case of danger ; among them 
may be classSl Josephus. Others, that, knowing iefore- 
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hand they should be dispersed through all the countries 
of the world, they built this tower to defeat the design of 
the Almighty; because, having a tower of such vast 
hdffht as they proi>osed, those who were at a distance, 
nu^t easily find their way back again — so thinks Usher. 
But had eitner of tibese been their real design, they would 
rather have chosen some high mountain, such as Ararat, 
for their mark, than have built any tower whatever ', for 
it can scarcely be supposed, that ihey were so foolish as 
to imagine they coma really reach heaven with their - 
structure ; and though Moses so expresses himself, his 
words ought not to convey any other idea than do those 
of the same historian and his countrymen, which de- 
scribe cities (Deut i. 28. ix. 1.), as waUed up to heaven, 
when they speak of very strong places. 

A third class of writers suppose that the top of this 
tower was not designed to reach to heaven, but to be 
consecrated to the heavenly bodies ; in other words, that 
on its top was to be raised a temple for the worsWp of the 
sun, moon, stars, fire, air, &c., and that, therefore, the 
true Deity interposed his presence to prevent a total and 
irreconcileable defection ; such is the opinion of Tenison. 
But whatever mi^ht have been the scheme of these 
builders, it is sufficiently evident that the project was dis- 
pleasing to the Almighty, who finally confounded their 
aiiy plans by miraculously introducing different languages, 
or at least different dialects of the former universal lan- 
guage. 

By this confusion, those who spoke the same dialect, 
consorted together, and separated themselves from the 
families or tribes whose language they no longer could 
understand. Thus was mankind reduced to the necessity 
of forming as many different parties as they had lan- 
guages among them. As those different tribes dispersed 
uiemselves into many countries, and had no intercourse 
with each other, it was necessary that the essentials of . 
their religion, manners and customs, should also undergo 
a change. This was actually the case, for mankind, im« 
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mediately a&et the confusion of tongues, was split into 
many distinct nations, speaking a variety of dialects, 
while they also adopted modes of living quite different 
from those which they j^petised on the plains of Shinar, 
where they lived together. 

Thus, therefore, was the tower of Babel, memorable for 
the great event of the confusion of languages, consequent 
upon its projection, as well as by its bemg the original 
of the temple of Belus, deemed among the ancients as 
one of the sev«i wonders of the world. But, such is the 
transitory nature of all that pertains to man, that it is now 
a heap of ruins, and so utterly defaced, that the people of 
the country are not certain of its real site. 

As mankind increased and multiplied in the different 
countries which they inhabited, several bodies were sent 
out to seek their fortune in strange lands. Finding that 
they were fine and delightful countries, which promised 
them great felicity, they were soon induced to separate 
and form new settlements. Others, by reason of civil 
and domestic quarrels, were driven abroad, and passed 
into distant regions far beyond the encroachment of an 
enemy. 

Thus they spread themselves over almost the greater 
part of Asia ; but their roving and wandering disposition 
was not yet satisfied, until, by continued migrations, they 
extended their discoveries throughout Africa, Europe, and 
finally America. 

We shall now proceed to view, as briefly as possible, 
the Creation, the site of Paradise, the Anteailuvians, the 
Deluge, and the foundation of Nations by the posterity of 
Noah, in order to descend gradually to the dispersion of 
mankind and the settlement of countries, so that we may 
thus discover which of the three sons of Noah, the Ame- 
rican Indians should claim as the founder of their nation. 
Although this inquiry might, at first sight, appear as some- 
what foreign to the subject which we have undertaken to 
illustrate, namely the origin of the Indians, still a concise 
account of these great events in the history of man may 
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not prove useless to many of our readers, who might not 
have, hitherto, paid any psurticular attention to these sub- 
jects. We hope, therefore, that the novelty of our plan, 
while it tends, not only to trace the origin of the Red 
Men of America, but that of almost aU other nations 
likewise, will be equally gratifying to the scientific 
and the curious. 



CREATION OF THE WORLD. 

In order to arrive at the particular era, when the 
matter of this earth was called into existence, philoso- 
phers have amused themselves in various ways. The 
materials of which it was composed, and the means 
whereby they were disposed in the order in which we 
behold them, is a subject also, which, though fer beyond 
the reach of human sg^acity, has neverflieless originated 
theories and controversies almost without number, among 
the learned of all ages and countrias. Many i m i g i nB " 
that the world had no beginning, but exist^ ircnn all 
eternity, while others are of opimon that it did exist at 
some particular time mdmown to man, and that it was 
destroyed at diflFerent times by some great revolution in 
nature. 

With regard to the opinion, that the world existed from 
eternity, none of the ancient philosophers seem to have 
had the least idea of its being possible to produce some- 
thing out of nothing, not even by the power of the Deity 
itself: hence must nave arisen the erroneous opinion that 
the world had no begmning. Next to this system, came 
the doctrine, that, though 3ie matter of the world be eter- 
nal, its form is mutable. 

The learned have observed, calculated, and commem- 
orated the appearances and revolutions of the heavenly 
todies, to the system of which this orb belongs; they 
have penetrated into the bowels of the earth and the 
depths of the ocean, to trace the irregular dispositions of 
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these strata, and the strange confusion in which their 
materials are often intermmgled together ; yef their 
researches have ended only with suggestions, mat these 
spheres have continued to roll through countless ages, — 
While some have asserted, that the idea of creating a 
world out of 'nUhingy is at once a contradiction to rea- 
son, which is sufficient to overthrow the doctrine of reve- 
lation, others have boldly stood forth and maintained! in 
support of the sacred writings, that the fact of creation 
out of nothing, by an infinitely powerful and wise self- 
existent God, so far from being repugnant to reason, to 
say nothing of revelation, is hignly probable, and demon- 
strably certain. 

If we refer to sacred writing for the ascertainment of 
truth or knowledge on this point, we only learn that the 
world had a begmning, without stating any particular 
period ; for Moses, in alluding to the commencement of 
things, goes no farther than to say, that in the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth. From this gene- 
ral language of the Divine lawgiver, we cannot evidently 
ascertam the particular period at which the world began 
to exist 

Indeed all the philosophical inquiries which have 
been made in all ages, concerning the beginning of 
the creation, have not as yet been able to enlarge the 
testimonies of sacred history, or refute its authority by 
showing any inconsistency or contradiction in its vene- 
rated narratives. With all the ingenuity, therefore, of 
the scientific, either ancient or modem, no evidence 
has been produced, by which we can reasonably doubt 
or improve the Mosaic account. 
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SITUATION OF PARADISE. 

We have thought proper to allude to this subject^ in 
order to controvert the theory, that in America Adam 
and Eve first drew the breath ef life ; for few can be 
ignorant of the fact, that a treatise has been written, 
showing how the whole world is indebted to America 
for its inhabitants. 

This, as well as every other subject of antiquity, has 
originated a variety of speculative opinions. Those 
who entertained the most extravagant notions concern- 
ing a local paradise, have placed it within the orb 
of the moon, in the moon itself, in the middle redions 
of the air, and in many other places which their rancy 
might point out. Such, however, have wandered with- 
out the province of reason and probability. Many 
have denied that there did exist such a place as the 
garden of Eden, interpreting that part of scripture 
which alludes to it, in an allegorical sense, and alleg- 
ing that the ancients, and especially the Eastern nations, 
had a peculiar and a mysterious mode of delivering their 
divinity and philosophy, and that the latter is frequently 
adopted in scripture, in explaining natural things, some- 
times to accommodate the capacities of the people, and 
at others, to describe the real, but more hidden truth. — 
But though it is admitted, that some of the ancient phi- 
losophers affected such an allegorical way of writrng, 
to conceal their notions from the vulgar ; yet it is appa- 
rent, that Moses had no such design ; and as he assumes 
to relate matters of fact, just as they occurred, without 
disguise or art, it cannot be supposed that the history 
of the fall is not lo be taken in a literal sense, as well 
as the rest of his writings. 

Some, who conceded its reality, have rambled through 
countries unknown to man ; while others discovered it 
under the north pole, and in that place which is now 
occupied by the Caspian sea. It has also been boldly 
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and stubbornly maintained, that the site of paradise 
was to be discovered in America, that it was here 
that Adam and Eve first drew the breath of life ; and 
that it is to America the whole world is indebted for 
its inhabitants. 

The opinions, even of the more rational inquirers, 
are very strangely divided. Tartary, China, Persia, 
Armenia, Mesopotamia, Chaldea, • Arabia, Palestine, 
Syria, Ethiopia, and even Sweden, have been ran- 
sacked in search of this wonderful garden. 

The opinion has likewise prevailed, that the whole 
earth was originally in a paradisaical state of beauty, 
although Moses, say they, has put a part for the whole, 
that man might better conceive the primitive appear- 
ance of the earth, which was afterwards destroyed by 
the violent concussions of nature, caused by th^ general 
deluge. 

If we consider the general habit which prevailed in 
the early ages of allegorizing every obscure passage of 
scripture, we need not at all be surprised at the diver- 
sity of opinions. There is a certain portion of man- 
kind, the Jews, who are more immediately connected 
with the history of Moses than any other people, and 
from them we would naturally expect to receive some 
informafion on the subject; yet they are so utterly 
ignorant of the geography of the sacred history, and of 
tne situation of Paradise, that there is no wonder why 
this question should not be easily solved. Josephus, 
their historian, supposes that the Nile and the Ganges 
were two of its four rivers ; and in this opinion he is 
supported by some of the Christian fathers. 

Near Tripoli, there is a place called Eden ; the river 
Tigris has an island of the name of Eden ; and near 
Tarsus iri Cilicia, there is a city still going under the 
name of Adena or Aden. In Syria, there is biden ; and 
in Chaldea, about Telassar, there is another. These 
two are mentioned in the Mosaical account, the latter 
of which may, very probably^ beAd fiunoos garden. 

• 3 
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It may here be observed, that Eden or Aden si^ifies, 
-fii the Hebrew, pleasure ; and hence any deligbtfiii 
Situation would sometimes receive this name. 

But let us now attend, for a moment, to the descrip- 
tion of Moses himself ^< And the Lord God planted a 
garden eastward in Eden ; and a river went out of Eden 
to water that garden ; and from thence it was parted 
and became into four heads. The name of the first is 
Pison : That is it which compasses the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold; and the gold of that land 
is good ; there is bdellium and the onyxstone. And 
tile name of the second river is Gihon ; the same is it 
Which compasses the whole land of Ethiopia, or Gush. 
And the name of the third river is Hiddekel, that 
is it which goes toward the east of (or eastward to) 
Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates." 

lYom this particular geographical description of 
Eden, it is not possible that Moses could be speaking 
in an allegorical language. If this be an imaginary 
paradise which he descril^ so minutely, it follows that 
nis language was also figurative, when he tells that 
the ark rested on Mount Ararat, and that the sons 
of Noah removed to the Plains of Shinar : for the three 
scenes are described b7 the sacred historian, as imme- 
diately succeeding one another. Eden then, accordinfir 
to Moses, was bounded by countries and rivers weU 
known in his time, and some of them go to this very 
day, under the same names which he gives them. It 
must, evidently, therefore, have been his intention to 

Ct out to the post-diluvian world, where Eden and 
disc were situated in the former world. We also 
see, that he does not make use of antediluvian names in 
his description of this garden ; but, as we have already 
said, of names of later date than the flood. The deluge, 
it is true, has greatly disfigured the fiaice of the earm ; 
but we are aware, at the same time, that the convulsion 
has been more fttal in some places than others ; and if 
there had been no indications or marks of it remainingi 
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Moses would not surely be so ooul^dent in deacribiDg 
its particular situation. 

Without examining here all the opinions which have 
been entertaLnad on mis subject, wo'shall pass on to the 
more rational conjectures of various eminent men.— r 
They consist of three schema ; the first is espoused 
by the learned Heidegger, Le Clere, Pere Abraham, and 
Pere Hardouin, who place Paradise near Damascus, in 
Syria, about the springs of Jordan. Notwithstanding^ 
however, the reputation of these men, this opinion ap* 
pears to have uo foundation. We must first discover 
those marks which are mentioned in the Mosaic descrip- 
tion, before we can admit its probability. 

Sanson, Reland, and Calmet, who were no less 
renowned for learning, come next with their opinions. 
According to them, Eden was situated in Axmenia, 
between the sources of the Tigris, the Euphrates, the 
Araxes, and the Phasis. Although the diligent and 
learned Strabo, and other ancient geographers, have 
informed us, that the Phasis rises in the mountains of 
Armenia^ near the springs of the Euphrates, the Araxes 
and the Tigris ; yet from modem discoveries we are led 
to assign it a different source, by going to Mount Cau- 
casus, where it takes its rise. Besides, Le Phasis does 
not flow from south to north, but from north to south. 
According to this supposition, we want a whole river, 
which joins the Araxes before it falls into the Caspian 
Sea. This hypothesis, however, is supported by Mr. 
Tournefort, an authority, certainly worthy of some 
notice. 

Huet, bishop of Soissons and Avranches, Stephanus 
Morinus, Bochart, and several others highly versed in 
the geography of that country, stand form in defence of 
llie third scheme, which cer^uiJy seems the least objec* 
tionable of the three. B^ them Eden is placed upon the 
united streams of the Tigris and Euphrates, called by 
the Arabs, Shat-al-Arab, which signifies the river of the 
Arabs. It begins two 4ays journey above Bassor^L, and! 
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divides again into two channels about five leases below* 
These channels empty themselves in the Persian Gulf. — 
Thus, the Shat-al- Arab must, consequently, be the river 
going out of Ederiy which river, considered according to 
the disposition of its channel, and not according to the 
course of its stream, divides into four heads or di&rent 
branches, which make the four rivers mentioned by 
Moses; two below, viz., the two branches of the Shat, 
which serve for the Pison and Gihon : and two above, 
viz., the Euphrates and Tigris } the latter, whereof is 
called Dijlat by the Arabs, and is now allowed to be the 
Hiddekel of Moses. By this disposition, the western 
branch of the Shat will be the Pison, and the adjoining 
part of Arabia, bordering on the Persian Gulf, will be the 
Havilah ; and the eastern branch will be the Gihon, en- 
compassing the country of Gush or Ohuzestan, as it is 
called by me Persians. 

We see not, therefore, why this last opinion should not 
coincide with the account of Moses, who tpJls us, that a 
** river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from 
thence it was parted, and became into four heads."-^ 
Moses cannot be misunderstood here, for he expressly 
says, that in Eden there was but one river, and that, 
having gone out, it was; parted and becaine four streams 
or openings, two upwards and two downwards. If we 
suppose the Shat-al-Arab to be the common centre, by 
looking towards Babylon, we may see the Tigris and 
Euphrates coming into it, and. by looking down towards 
fte Persian Gulf, we may see the Pison and Gihon run- 
ning out of it. 

Whatever objection may be made against this hypothe- 
sis, none appears to be more consistent with the descrip- 
tion of Moses. By this supposition, Eden is reasonably 
placed in the great channel formed by the united streams 
of the Tigris and Euphrates ; besides, the fertility of the 
neighbouring country, Mesopotamia and Chaldea, should, 
m a great measure, tend to confirm this belief. We are 
assured by several modem travellers, that there is not a 
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finer nor a richer country in all the dominions of the Grand 
Si^or, than that which lies between Bagdad and Bassoraj 
being Ihe very tract which, according to this scheme, was 
anciently called the Land of Eden. 



THE ANTEDILUVIANS. 

A SINGLE pair were the first progenitors of the 
wbole human race, but their primitive innocence 
and felicity were quickly lost in misery and guilt: 
and the unfortunate circumstances which product 
the fatal change. in their own condition as well as in 
that of their posterity, are already too well known 
to receive the slightest coaunent from us. In the pro- 
gress of their lives, however, their oflSsipring became 
numerous. Dissension and mutual hatred increased 
as they multiplied in numbers. Crimes and vices were 
introduced among men from the very moment that Cain 
imbued his hands in the blood of hjs brother Abel. 

In the meantime the posterity of Cain improved the 
arts taught them by Jabal and his brothers. They built 
cities — their various degrees of strength or of industry 
had produced inequality of condition ; opulence had 
substituted artificial and extravagant luxuries for the 
simple and pure pleasures of nature ; and notwithstand- 
ing the interruption of peace which was caused by the 
growing depravity of the age, they still pursued a con- 
nubial union, which so rapidly multipUed their nuoi!* 
bers, that many different generations were contemporary 
upon the earth. 

Josephus relates, that the children of Seth, by the 
contemplation of the heavenly bodies, laid the found- 
ation of the science of astronomy ; and, understanding 
firom a prediction of Adam, that the earth was to be de- 
stroyed, once by water, and once by fire, they engraved 
their observations on two pillars, called the piUors of 

3* 
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Seth — ^the one of stone to preserve them from the effects 
of the flood ; the other of brick, to resist the violence 
of fire. There is every reason, however, to believe 
that the beginning of the general corruption arose from 
the unhappy marriages of the sons of Seth with the 
daughters of Cain, so that their manners were soon 
depraved, and at length they had degenerated so far, 
that " the wickedness of man was very great on the 
earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually." 

The wickedness of the Antediluvian world mi^be 
accounted for in various ways. They had a heredi- 
tary propensity to evil, derived from Adam, their com- 
mon apostate father; and this degeneracy was soon 
discovered in the murder of Abel. Vice, like contagion, 
spread, and so quickly did it contaminate the whole 
family of mankind, that " it repented the Lord that 
he had made man on the earth." The longevity which 
the inhabitants of the world attained, contributed, in 
a great measure, to introduce those vicious practices 
which the present short duration of human life can 
seldom imbibe. In the course of eight or nine hundred 
years, the usual age of Antediluvians, the same person 
could obtain immense wealth, which should naturally 
tend to the enjoyment of splendor, elegance and luxury, 
so that a lust after sensual pleeisures would wholly 
occupy the hearts of those uncultivated people. Living 
together, as they did in the early ages of the world, 
and speaking the same language, we may naturally 
suppose that the vice of the one would be readily im- 
parted to the other, until the whole conununity was 
tainted with the common malady. 
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THE DELUGE.. 



" Amid this general perversion of the human heart, when 
mankind were running headlong into all manner of Tice, 
Noah, the son of Lamech, was bom. Of all the nume- 
rous population, by which the earth was inhabited at this 
time, Noah alone was found perfect in the sight of God ; 
he, therefore, found grace before .the Almighty, who de- 
clared to him his determination of ^bringing a deluge of 
water upon the earth, to destroy all who dwelt thereon. 
Lamenting this sad state of society, and knowing the 
impending judgment with which God had threatened to 
visit a sinful world, Noah stood forth, without fear or 
dismay, as " a preacher of righteousness,'' to bring his 
fdilow men to a recollectipn of their impiety, and a 
just sense of their danger; yet hiff Divine admonitions 
were of no avail. The haughtiness, the incorrigible 
obstinacy, and the universal depravity which pervaded 
all ranks and sexes were not to be easily aflfected by the 
preaching, counsel, and authority of this one righteous 
man. 

During all that period which expired in the building 
of the ark, Noah never ceased to warn and remind a 
guilty people of the approachme desolation. Carelessly 
and independently they proceeded in the commission of 
sin, and often amused themselves with Noah's folly in his 
vain attempt to construct the means of preserving the 
human race from general ruin* Although God had allot- 
ted 120 years for men to repent and escape, yet all was 
m vam ! The heart of man, depraved and ruined by the 
fall, was deaf to the awful warning, and the;whole was 
treated, with derision. The vengeance of heaven waS 
not, however, to be much longer restrained. The great 
fabric of Salvation was at Gust finished. The awful 
Mj^,- period was at hand ; yet Noah and his family were alone 
^ . to be saved. The other particulars appertaining to this 
catastrophe are already too well known to require any 
notice here. 
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In departing from the Antediluvian world, it might be 
inquired, how it came to pass, that, in those days, people 
attained to so extraordinary a longevity. In order to 
reply to this question of curiosity, we must form various 
conjectures. Some writers, to reconcile the matter with 
probability, have asserted that the Antediluvians com- 
puted their ages by lunar months, and not by solar years: 
but this exp^ent would reduce the length of their lives 
to a shorter period than our own. If this hypothesis be 
admitted as probabfe, it must necessarilv follow, that 
some of them were fathers at the absurd age of edz or 
seven years. Besides, the whole interval between the 
Creation and the Deluge would then be contracted to less 
than two hundred years. This supposition, therefore, we 
shall, at once, reject as incredible. 

For this longevity there are, however, reasons suffici* 
entlv ob\ious. In the first place, we must suppose, that, 
while the earth was inhabited by a scanty population, 
commencing with a single pair, it would be necessary to 
endow men with a stronger frame, and to allow them a 
longer continuance on earth, for peopling it with inhabi- 
tants. Philosophers, likewise, contend, and in our opi- 
nion, on very reasonable grounds, that the qualities of 
the air, and consequently the stamina of the human con- 
stitution, were greatly altered for the worse by the several 
changes which the world must have undei^ne at the 
flood. We are, indeed, convinced, beyond the possibility 
of doubt, that the deluge affected, most materially, the 
whole body of nature ; but, whether that alteration has 
tended to contract the duration of human life, we cannot 
possibly ascertain. We are, likewise aware, from^Safly 
experience, that climate, food, and mode of living, have 
a tendency to lengthen or shorten the days ofrnvm* 
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THE FOUNDATION OF NATIONS, 

BY THE POSTEKITY OF JAPHET. 

By the sacred historian we are mformed, that Noah, 
soon after landing from the ark, betook himself to hus- 
bandry, and planted a vineyard. Of the juice of the 
grape he drank so freely, it seems, that he lay in a state 
of inebriety, carelessly uncovered in his tent. In this 
condition he was discovered by his youngest son Ham, 
who, on seeing him, called to his brethren Japheth and 
Shem, that they might witness his unbecoming situation. 
But they, mindful of their fihal duty, and the respect due 
to their parent, in place of exposing and ridiculing their 
father's nakedness, as Ham did, took a garment between 
them, and, walking^ in backward, covered Noah and 
retired. Having awoke from his sleep and wine, and 
become acquainted with what had happened, he pronoun- 
ced a prophetic epitome of the history of his posterity. — 
" Cursed be Canaan," said he, " a servant of servants 
shall he be unto his brethren. Blessed be the Lord God 
of Shem, and Canaan '^--i^?^! be his servant. God shall 
enlanje Japhet, and h- shall dwell in the tenis of Shem, 
and Canaan shall be his servant" 

The extirpation of the Canaanites, the subjugation of 
the PhoBnicians and Carthaginians, the slavery of the 
African negroes would seem to be fulfilments of the Curse 
pronounced on Canaan, the son of Ham, as these people 
were evidently his descendants. 

Japhet was the common progenitor of almost the one 
half of the human race, through his son Gomer. All 
European nations were descended from the Gomarians, 
or Gromerites. The Lesser Asia, or Asia Mhior, with 
the " isles of the Gentiles," and some of the vast regions 
anciently inhabited by the Scythians were peopled by 
the descendants of Japhet 
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At a very early period, numerous mictions from 
Greece poured into the western parts of Asia Minor, on 
the coasts of which many powerful kingdoms or common* 
wealths were established, under the names of .£olia and 
Ionia. In the north-west part of this peninsula was also 
the famous kin^om of Troy ; but the whole now foims 
part of Turkey in Asia. 

The writers of ancient history generally agree, that 
the descendants of Gomer, the eldest son of Japhet, set* 
tied in the northern parts of Europe, whence they spread 
themselves to the adjacent regions, and the isles of the 
Gentilesy by which expression Europe is generally under- 
stood, as it contained those countries to which the Heb- 
rews were obliged to go to by sea, such as the lesser Asia, 
Greece, Italy, bpain, Gaul, and the islands in the JEgean 
and Mediterranean seas. 

In the process of time, the descendants of Gomer 
assumed, difierehl nStibhal appeQatibns. They were first 
known to the Greeks under the name of Cimmerii, or 
Cimbri, which is still preserved by the inhabitants of 
Wales, in the words Cimbrian or Cambrian. But the 
Cimbri of the ancients, or rather Cimmerii, was evidently 
a modification of the Greeks and Latins, fron. the more 
original term Cymro and Cumeri, represeuling the still 
more original appellation Comer. In tiieir various migra- 
tions and subsequent settlements in different countnes, 
they were called 3ac«, Titani, Celto-Scythae, Celt-Iberi, 
Galatai, GalU, and Odtae ; that is, the people of Sacas- 
tena Titans, Celto-Scythians, Celt-Ibenans, Galatians, 
Gauls, and Celts. To Gomer, therefore, we may attri- 
bute the origin of all the primitive inhabitants of Europe 
and a great part of Asia, including the Ancient Britons 
and Irish. 

The Irish and Scots of the presQpt day, who speak the 
Celtic langua^, once so universuBd over Europe, are be- 
yond any possibility of doubt, the only pure remnants of 
Gomer, With regard to the assertion of one of the most 
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elevated and influential English peers, ^ that the Irish 
were aUens in language, nation, &c.,"we have only to 
say, that, if the present raoe of Celtic Irish are the 
descendants of the Aborigines of Britain and Ireland, as 
undoubtedly they are, it must sound strange in their ears, 
to hear thanselves called strangers in the land virhich they 
have inherited and inhabited uom time immemorial. 



MAGOG, THE PROGENITOR OF THE NORTH 
AMERICAN INDIANS. 

Magog, the second son of Japhet, founded those who 
who were, after him, called the Magogites, but whom the 
Greeks named Scythians. According to Josephus, St. 
Jeronymus, the majority of the Chnstian fathers, and 
some of the most eminent historians and geographers, 
-ancient and modem, Magog was the founder and father 
of the Scythians, Tartars, and Moguls, and consequently 
of the Siberians, and all these nonh-eastem tribes. The 
Arabs place Magog, whom they call Majuj, to the farther 
end of Tartaiy, towards the north and north-east There 
is not the least doubt, therefore, but the posterity of Magog 
were those who wandered north and north-eastward, after 
the dispersion of the children of Noah from their prim- 
eval seats ; and the Scythians were, perhaps, the first and 
the most numerous. 

At this early state of society, when mankind were but 
loosely combined together in social union, eveiy quarrel, 
every crime, every fond fancy or moody tlisgust, conti- 
nually prompted emigration; and even die most remote 
and mhospitable parts of ttie earth were beginning to 
receive human inhabitants. For nearly thirty years, after 
having harassed and broken the monarchies oi the south, 
the Scythians were the lords also of western Asia. At the 
time when the Assyrian empire was at its highest pitch 



XXXn INTRODUCTION. 

of greatness, they advanced with a destructive career, 
through the kingdoms of the south. 

At last, luxury, disunion, and the effects of a climate 
and habits of hfe to which they were unaccustomed, 
wasted the Scythian forces, until at last the rdns of the 
empire of Asia dropped from their enfeebled hands, 
and they retired with diminished numbers, to the desolate 
plains of the north and north-east. 

With regard, more particularly to our subject, we must 
admit, that almost all the northern countries of Asia were 
colonized by Scythians, the descendants of Magog. We 
are also to look upon these bleak r^ons of the north as 
the quarter from whence America must have received, at 
a very early period, a great portion of its Aboriginal inha- 
bitants. But, whether the South American Indians, and 
other tribes who must have had possession of North Ame- 
rica, prior to the arrival of the present race, inasmuch as 
they were certainly mcMre civilized, came from Tartary, 
and Siberia, in the north, is a question which we may, 
hereafter, have occasion to examine. Now as to the opi- 
nion, that Siberia, Calmuck Tartary, and the peninsula 
of Kamschatska, owe their mhabitants to the ancient 
Scythians, we believe it to be beyond a mere conjecture. 
In confirmation of this, we may here refer to the testi- 
mony of Eugenius Cabolski, and Monsieur Piston. Tb^ 
former was a missionary in Siberia for seven years, and 
wrote a treatise in the Latin tongue, on the origin of the 
Tartars and other northern tribes; the latter was a French 
traveller under the patronage of the Russian government 

" All those'' says Cabolski, " who are acquainted with 
ancient history, may know, that the Scythians, both 
within and without the mountains of Imaus, inhabited 
those countries which^are now called North Siberia and 
KanaBchatska ; for we may understand so, because the 
name Ma|;og is still preserved in many families, towns, 
and fortifcations."* 

* Lib. iL ci^p. la Onmes qui historiae andquse sunt pefiti, 
Scythaa intia Imaum, Dec non extra Imaom, Imb regiones qua 
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Monsieur IPiston is still more clear on this point ; but, 
us we shall refer to him again, these brief observations 
may suffice at present 

'^ As I have already endeavoured/' he says, ^ to point 
out the different modes in which these nations of the 
North resemble each otiber, every one can m^ his own 
conclusions." 

'' If a person," he adds in another place, ^ pa3n3 atten^ 
tion to the striking circumstance, that names ot moun- 
tains, towns, and rivers, can be discovered in Tartary, 
and in Siberia, which indicate their antiquity and their 
origin from those whom the Greeks called Scythians, it 
appears to me just, that no one should, any longer, doubt 
the genealogy of this people."* 

From these authorities, as well as many others, it 
would anpear, that Tartarv and Siberia were originally 
colonizea or peopled by the Scythians, the posterity of 
Magog ; and that Kamschatska and the north of Siberia, 
being the nearest point of Asia to America, whence 
migrations could easily take place. The Indians of 
North America should also claim the Sc3rthians as theii 
pn^nitors, and, consequently, Magog as the founder 
of meir nation. 



nunc Siberia et Kamschatska appellannir, vetustissimis tempo- 
ribus Scythas incoiuisse cognoscant Sic enim intelligere Fossi- 
mas, quod nomen Magog in multis, civitatibus et CasteUis 
adhue servatur. 

* Liv. V. Comme j'ai eu deja soin de marquer les modes diffe- 
rentes, dans lesquelles ces nations da Nord se resemblent, cha- 
can pourra tirer ses conclusioas en consequence. 

Si Ton fait attention a la fameuse circonstance, qu'on trouvera 
dans la Tartaric, et dans la Siberie, des noms de montagnes, de 
villes, et de rivieres qui indiquent leur antiquite, et leur origine 
des Scythes, il me semble qu*il soit juste de ne plus doater la 
genealogie de ce peuple. 
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THE POSTERITY OP SHEM, 

8CPF0SED TO BE THE EARLIEST INHABITANTS OF AMERICA. 

Shem, the second son of Noah, had five sons who 
inhabited the land that began at the Euphrates and 
reached to the Indian ocean ; and their names were Elam, 
Asshur, Aix^axad, Lud and Aram. 

Salah, the son of Arphaxad, was the father of Eber, 
ti^hose elder son was called Joktan. This Joktan was 
the father of thirteen sons, who were heads of as many 
nations. With regwd to the countries which they pos- 
sessed, very little can be said with any certainty ; but 
most of the ancients were of opinion, that the East 
Kpdies, China, and Japan, must have been peopled by 
the descendants of Shem, through Joktan, his great 
great grandson. 

As flie North and South American Indians are reason- 
ably believed to be of different origin, inasmuch as the 
Natives of the South were found to be, not only more 
civilized than the rude tribes of the North, when first 
discovered by Europeans, but their personal appearance 
religion and language, exhibited so striking^ a diversity, 
which should at once, authorise this belief many have 
supposed that Jucatan, or Yucatan, a province of MexicO| 
derives its name from Joktan. Amon^ these Arius Mon- 
tanus is the foremost, and he thinks mat Joktan himself 
either passed into America, or that this continent was 
peopled by his posterity. 

As far as the origin and identity of nations can be 
traced by a similarity of names, Arius Montanus and his 
followers seem to oflfer a plausible conjecture, as Yuca- 
tan, Juckatan, or Jucktan, in its ccmtracted state, bears 
a very ^at resemblance to Joktan. We leave, however, 
this opinion as we found it, a mere conjecture; still, 
while we are under the necessity of giving to the Mexi- 
cans, and the inhabitants of the other southern regions. 
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a different origin from that of the present Rbd Mbn of 
the North, it is quite reasonable to sui9X)6e, that the ear- 
liest colonies that settled in America were of the line of 
Shem, and came, no doubt, from the eastern or north- 
eastern parts of Asia, such as China or Corea; and from 
the latter, the journey could easily be performed, as we 
shall afterwards see. The descendants of Shem were 
certainly the first of the posterity of Noah that arrived 
at a state of civilization, and consequently might be 
looked upon as the authors of the innumerable monu- 
ments 01 antiquity which are scattered over this vast 
continent^ for the present Indians of Nordi America 
were utterly unsucquainted with the art of constructing 
Uiem, as well as with their history, even by tradition. 

Of Hani, the third son d[ Noah, we have nothing to 
say, as his posterity are not considered to have anythmg 
to do with the early peopling of America, except inas- 
much as refers to the claims of the Carthaginians, by 
passing through the straits of Gibraltar, at a very remote 
period, when, according to some historians, they discov- 
ered this continent ; but this we shall examme in its 
proper place ; sulSice it to say new, that Ham was the 
founder of almost dl African nations, and of the Philis- 
tines and Canaanites in Asia. 



DISCOVERY OF AMERJ^Sa. 
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That the ancients had an imperfect notion of this 
quarter of the globe, should not, perhaps, be reasonably 
doubted, when we consider the rery early period at 
which the sciences of geometry, cosmoOTaphy, astro- 
nomy, and drawing, were studied in me schools of 
Greece and Rome, as well as in Bgjrpt, Carthage, and 
Babylon. It is, however, generally agreed, that the 
Greeks, who first among the Europeans cultivated the 
science of geography, derived their knowledge of it from 
the Egyptians or Babylonians. But which of those two 
nations had the honor of the invention, it is impossible 
to determine. 

In those days, the spherical figure of the earth might 
be known, and its magnitude also ascertained with 
some accuracy. With this knowledge, geographers 
would, no doubt, naturally suppose, that Europe, Asia 
and Africa, as far as they were then known, could form 
but a small portion of the terraqueous globe. It was 
also suitable to the ideas of man, concerning the wis- 
dom and beneficence of the author of nature, to believe 
that the vast space still unexplored, was not covered 
entirely by an unprofitable ocean, but occupied by 
countries fit for the habitation of man. It might appear 
to them, likewise, equally probable, that the continents 
on one side of the globe were balanced by a propor- 
tional quantity of land in the other hemisphere. From 
these conclusions, arising solely from theoretical prin*- 
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dples, the existence of the Western Ck)ntinent mifffat 
have been conceived by the ancients. But whether 
they had the sagacity to form such conjectures, we are 
not authorised to say. 

Of the two hemispheres which comprise the whole 
terraqueous globe, the ancients bad certainly no prac- 
tical kifl>wlec^ of more than what we now denonunate 
the Eastern, containing the continents of Europe, Asia 
and Africa. They sni9>osed the pillars of Hercules, 
consisting of the rock of Gibraltar on one side, and 
Mount Calpe on the other, to be the western boundaries 
of the earth ; and on the east they carried their ideas 
no farther than the Ganges. In the south, they had 
some confused notions of Africa, extending into the tor- 
rid zone ; but they scarcely believed it possible that men 
could exist in those sultry climes. With regard to the 
north, their notions were sometimes ridiculously strange 
concerning the inhabitants of the terra incognita, (the 
unknown country) of Europe and Asia. 

Although we have no reasoM to believe that the 
ancients ever ventured to explore the continent of 
America by practical observation, whatever might have 
been their ideas respecting the existence of such a coun- 
try ; yet, there are some historians who would seem to 
fiivor the opinion, that the Carthaginians, the Welsh, 
and the Norw^ans discovered this country at a very 
early period, and prior, of course, to the famous voy- 
age of Columbus. 

Those who contend for the Carthaginians have no 
other aipport than a few obscure passages from the 
ancients, who would really seem to be but little ac- 
quainted with this island, which they describe and place 
at a short distance beyond the pillars of Hercules, or 
the straits of Gibraltar. We shall first notice Diodorus 
Siculus, a Sicilian historian and a Stoic philosopher, 
in the tinae of Julius Cassar. 

"Phoenices vetustissimis temporibus extra columnar 
Herculis navigantes ingentibus ventorum procellis ad 
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longinquos OcetiniJjSBfas fuisse abreptos, ac multis diebus 
vi tempestatis jac^Ro&. tandem ad ingentem insulam in 
Oceano Atlantico, tpdlplurium dierumnavigatione a Lybia 
in occasum remotam yenisse ; cujus solum fructiferum, 
amnes navigabiles, sumptuosa aedifida fuerint Inde 
Carthaginienses et T]rnrhenos harum Wrarum notitiam 
acoepisse. Postea Carthaginienses, cum saepe a Tyriis 
et Mauritanis bello premerentur, Gadibuspraeter naviea* 
tis, et Atlantico provectos oceano, tandem ad novas has 
regiones appulisse, et coloniam duxisse ; eamqne rem diu 
tacitum servasse, ut si rursum sedibus ejicerentur, baberent 
locum in quem se cum suis- reciperent — Repertam a 
Carthaginiensibus fortuito insulam ; et in eam injussu Ma* 
gistratus commigrasse plurimos : quod disfluente paulatim 
populo coeperit postea Capitale esse." 

Here we are told by Diodorus, that the Phoenicians 
were, at a very early period, driven by the violence of the 
winds far beyond the pillars of Hercules or the straits 
of Gibraltar, into the ocean: That they discovered 
to the west of Lybia or Africa, at the distance of a few 
days' sailing from that continent, a large and fertile island 
and finely watered vrith navigable rivers ; That this dis- 
covery was soon made known to the Carthaginians, a 
Phoenician colony in Africa, and to the Tyrrhennians or 
Tuscans in Italy : That the Carthaginians some time after 
undertook, on account of hostile invasions made by the 
Moors and Tyrians, a voyage in which they passed the 
straits of Gibraltar and advanced beyond Cadiz without 
the pillars of Hercules, till they arrived in those new re- 
gions, where they made a settlement ; but the policy of 
Carthage dislodged the colony, and laid a strict prohibition 
on all &e subjects of the State not to attempt any future 
establishment. 

It is truly suprising that historians of considerable re- 
nown should have mistaken the American continent for the 
fertile and beautiful island which is mentioned in this pas- 
sage from Diodorus. This geographical sketch of the 
new country which the PhoBnicians discovered, and the 
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Carthaginians afterwards colonized, corresponds in every 
respect with the situation and fertitity of Ireland, bein^ 
distant only a few days' sailing from the straits of Gibra^ 
tar, while few countries can surpass it in beauty. Ireland 
is also supplied vrith navigable rivers. In the researches 
of eminent antiquarians, we are taught to believe beyond 
the possibility of a doubt, that the Phoenicians were about 
the first of the human race that visited Ireland, where 
they established a colony. The chronicles of Irelsmd bear 
testimony to this fact; and when we collate the Irish Itti* 
guage with the Punic or Phoenician, we find so striking 
an affinity, that the Irish or Celtic language may be sam 
to have been, in a great degree, the lan^age of Hanni- 
bal, Hamilcar, and AsdrubsJ. This opinion will at once 
be confirmed by having recourse to Plautus, where we see 
a Carthaginian speaking the Punic, which is no other than 
almost the pure Celtic or Irish language. In a forthcom- 
ing work, however, to be entitled "The Origin of the 
Primitive Inhabitants of Great Britain and Ireland," we 
shall prove this point so clearly, that to doubt it would 
be denying the most glaring truth. 

** The Phoenicians," says Diodorus in the first part 
of the passage which we have transcribed, ^ after a few 
days' sailing beyond the pillars of Hercules, discovered 
a large and fertile island in the ocean ; and its beauty 
induced the discoverers to settle there." It is certain 
that the invention of the mariner's compass cannot be 
dated from a much earlier period than the beginning of 
the 14th century; and that towards the close of Uie same 
century, the navigation of Europe was not extended be- 
yond the limits of the Mediterranean. It is not reasona- 
ble, therefore, to think that the Carthaginians should 
venture from the sight of land and stretch out into 
unfrequented and unknown seas, without the help 
of this sure guide, however prompted they might have 
been by the most ardent spirit of discovery, and en- 
couraged by the patronage of princes. Such a bold en- 
terprise is not at all congenial to the cautious and tim- 
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01OU8 minds of the anci^it navigators. We see also in 
ttie same passage, that they performed their voyage in a 
&vr days, so tluit the land which they discovered could 
not have been America, seeing that Columbus, the most 
skilful navigator of fhe age in which he lived, consumed 
seventy-cme days in accomplishing his noble underta- 
kii^. The second part is no less mconsistent, when we 
learn that the j)olicy of Carthage dislodged the colony, 
and laid a strict prohibition on all the subjects of the 
State not to attempt uy future establishment. This is 
certainly a line of policy, whicl^ could not hare been 
pursued by any ambitious state, that wished to extend 
Its power and eoloEge its territories, b]^ the discovery of 
so valuable an island as is described in Diodorus, and 
at so short a distance from the pillars of Hercules. It 
has never been satisfactorily proved, that there exists in 
America any tribe, whose language, manners, and cus- 
toms, bears any resemblance to those of the Carthagi- 
nians. Were we even to grant, that the Carthaginians 
visited America prior to the discovery of Columbus, it 
would certainly appear very extraordinary, that the exist- 
ence of this portion of the globe, should not have been 
revealed by the Carthaginians to some of their neighbouring 
nations, especially to fhe Spaniards ; for in Spain the 
Carthaginians founded severd cities. It is no less sur* 
prising that the Cartha^ians themselves had never at* 
tempted, at a future period, to make a second settlement m 
America. The opinion, therefore, that the western eonti* 
nent was discovered by the Carthaginians, seems tQfshave ' i 
no other support, except the passage which wehave q[doted .4^ 
j&om Diodorus, and a few others. 4 

Next comes Plato, who, according to Mr. Chambers's 
abridged account of this island, from Plato's Timseus, 
gives us the following description : << The Atalantis 
was a large island, in the Western ocean, opposite 
to the west of Cadiz. Out of this island there was 
an easy passage into some others, which lay near a 
continent, exceeding in extent all Europe. Neptune 
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settled in this island, fiom whose son, Adas its nana; 
was derived, and he divided it amonj^ bis ten tons. — 
To the youngest fell the extremity of the island, called 
Gadir, which, in the language of tbe country, aignifiea 
fertile^ or abundant in sheep. The descendi^ of 
Neptune reigned here jfrom father to aoa, lor a great 
number of generations, in the order of Primogenituxe, 
during the space of nine thousand yean. They .deo 
possessed several other islands ; and, passing^ into 
£urope and Africa, subdued all Lybta as far as jBygpC, 
and all Europe to Asia Minor. At length the island 
sunk under water, and for a long time iSerwaids, dss 
sea thereabouts was full of rocks and shelves." 

This description of Plato, that of Diodoras, and a ' 
passage in Seneca's Medaay with some others, scarcely 
worthy of notice, have given rise to many arguments 
among modem writers. Some have maintained that 
this continent, mentioned above as lying behind the 
island Atalantis, must have been another island ex* 
tending from the Azores to the Canaries ; but that, 
being swallowed up by an earthquake, as Plato asserts^ 
those small islands nro the remains of itv From sap^ 

Eosition only, it has been asserted that America was 
Down to the ancients, Uiat iSj to the PhcBuicians and 
Carthaginians, who, after the extermination of tlieir 
power and the destruction of all their records, lost all 
recollection of it. Be this, however, bjb it may, this 
accoimt of Plato appears to us as somewh&t febuloua^ 
without believing, lor a moment, that America was the 
continent lying behind that island. 

Fables of much the same complexion also possessed 
the minds of the ancients, as to the inhabitants of the 
north of Europe and Asia, and many incredible tales 
were current amoujg them relative to the Scythians; 
and Strabo,though in most respects a good geographer^ 
blamed Pythias Massilirensis, who had surveyed the 
utmost pajrts of Europe, for endeavouriBg to turn the 
popular opinion ; yet subsequent experience has sbown, 
that, for the most part, Pythias was right. 
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The PhGenician9, and after them the Carthagioiansy 
traded to Britain for tin ; and we have also, as already 
observed, every reason to believe that Ireland was like* 
wise known to them. After the destruction, however, 
of the Cajctha^nians, the knowledge of Britain was 
Io6it among the ancients, till Julius Caesar saw it from 
the coasts of Gaul, and a^ed it to the conquests of 
Bi>nie. It appears, therefore, that scarcely one-half of 
the world was known to the ancients, and even of that, 
with the exception of E^s^ypt, the north co^st of Africa, 
Greece, and Italy, and the coimtries. immediately con- 
nected with them, they had a very inmerfect idea. 

To confirm us in our opinion, we shall here attend to 
Yesftutius, a learned latin author, who made able resear- 
ches^ de origine gentium. His manuscripts, which have not 
as yet been published, are still preserved in the Vatican 
library at Rome. 

'^ ^ztra columnae Hercuhs quam vastissimus est oceanus, 
in quo sitae sunt insulae duae quae Albion, et lema apellan* 
tor. Ex Gallia saepenumero cok>nos acceperunt, quamo- 
hrenilingua Gallicaaut Celtica iQColse loqui dicuntur. Illuc 
neque dubitari potest, quin Carthaginienses coloniam dim 
mis^int, lingua enim Punica quam siodSlima est eorum 
sermonL" This learned antiquary contends that Albion 
and £rtn, which are situated according to him, in a vast 
ocean without the pillars of Hercules, received colonies 
not only from Gaul, as their inhabitants speak the Ian* 
guage of the Gauls, but that the Phoenicians also contri- 
buted at some remote period to the colonizadon of these 
two islands, on account of the affinity between the Celtic 
and the Phoenician languages. 

Vesputius is supported by Monsieur BouUet, a French 
etymologist, in his Mem. sur la langue Cdtique : — ^^ La 
iangue Cellique etant de la plus haute antiquite (says Boul- 
let) n'etant meme, ainsi qu'on la prouve, qu'un dialecte de 
la primitive, elle a du etre la mere de celles qui se sont 
formees par la succession des temps dans les pays qu'ont 
oceupes les Celtes, ou Celto-Scythes. Le Latin, le Gothi* 
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que, 1' Anglo-Saxon, le Theaton, Plrlandois, le PmnicjUe^ 
le Suedois, le Danois, rAllemand, PAnjglois, I'ltalien, 
I'Espagnol, le Francois^ ayent ete formes immediatement, 
ou imnSsdiatement, en tout, ou en partie, du Celtique, on 
doit regarder cet ouvrage comme un dictionaire etimolo- 
gique de ces langues dans lequel on trouvera Porigine des 
termes qui les composent H-y-a encore tant de similitude 
entre la lan^ue Cartha^noise, qu'on doit regarder les 
Irlandois et les Carthaginois comme deux nations de la 
meme origine. 

The learned Boullet says, that the Celtic language 
is so ancient, that it is, as has been often proved, no 
less than a dialect of that language which was first 
spoken in paradise ; and that it must be the mother of 
all those languages which had been formed in those 
countries which were formerly occupied by the Celts 
or Celto-Scythians. Therefore, he concludes, that the 
Latin, the Gothic, the Anglo-Saxon, the Teutonic, the 
Islandic, the Prunic, the Swedish, the Danish, the 
German, the English, the Italian, the Spanish, and 
French languages must have been derived, directly or 
indirectly, from the Celtic, which is no other than an 
etymological dictionary of the terms of which those 
several languages are composed. There is also, he 
continues, such a similarity between the Celtic and the 
Carthaginian language, that the Irish and Carthaginians 
are to be considered as two nations of the same origin. 
We could offer the testimony of several other learned 
men who are not only convinced that the Carthaginians 
visited and colonized Ireland prior to the arrival of any 
other colony, but are also of opinion that Diodorus 
Siculus alludes to Ireland, while he describes that fer- 
tile island which the Carthaginians discovered beyond 
the pillars of Hercules. As we do not, however, intend, 
on the present occasion, to trace the origin of the Irish 
nation, but merely to shew from the national connexion 
which evidently exists between the Irish and Cartha- 
ginians, that Ireland must, and undoubtedly, be that 
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country which the Carthaginians, accordifigf to Diodo- 
ruS) discovered iti the Atlantic Ocean. The most rea- 
sonable mode, therefore, of accounting for this ancient 
consanguinity, is to conclude that, at some remote 
period, the Carthaginians, after a few days' sailing from 
Cadiz, a town which was built by the Phoenicians in 
Andalusia, a province in the south of Spain, arrived 
fortuitously in Ireland, where they made settlements. 

The Welsh also fondly imagine, that their country 
contributed, in 1170, to people the new world, by the 
adventures of Madoc, son of Owen Ouyneyd, who they 
say, on the death of his father, saile3 there, and colo- 
nized a part of the country. All that is advanced in 
proof of this discovery, is a quotation from one of the 
British poets, who proves no more, than that he had 
distinguished himself both by sea and land. This 
compliment was inmiediately perverted by the Welsh 
Bards. They pretend that he made two voyages ; that 
sailing west, he left Ireland so far to the north, that he 
came to a land unknown, where he saw many strange 
things ; that on returning home, and making report of 
the fruitfulness of the newly discovered country, he pre- 
vailed on numbers of the Welsh of each sex to accom- 
pany him on a second voyage, from which he never 
returned. Without commenting on these assertions, for 
they do not wear the visage of truth, we need only 
enquire who the Welsh Bards were. It is clearly stated 
by Strabo and Ammian what they were, anciently, in 
their day ; but Lucan has more briefly, and distinctly 
enough for the present purpose, informed us in the 
following verses : . 

Nob quosqne, qui fortes aDimas, belloque peremptaSr 
Laudibus in loDgum yates deinUtis acvom, 
Plurima securi mdistus carmii Bardi. 

The brave who fell in war, ye poets, praise 
In strains that shall descend to distant times, 
And spread their fiune, ye Bards, in many songs. 

6 
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TheBaids, therefore, were retained by the chiefe of 
ancient families as minstrels, who, by their songs, perpet- 
rated to posterity the memory of their patrons. Next 
come the Senachies, another description of minstrels, who 
lecited, from memory^ the ^nealogies of their chiefii and 
other men of property, feit these, too, were generally 
destitute of learning, and, besides, no reliance could be 
placed on men wnose expectations and subsistence de- 
pended on adulation. If to this be added, as it often 
must, that national partiality which usually perverted their 
judgment, who would venture to afiirm upon their testi- 
mony either what is true or what is false, or seek for 
oertainty among such uncertain authorities. The Welsh, 
flien, have no other testimony except the fabulous rela- 
tions of Bards and Senachies ; and as such were ever 
liable to delusion and error, tfieir claim must ever be 
pronounced as entirely destitute of support Besides the 
Welsh were never known as a people who were skilful 
in naval affidrs, and even the age in which Madoc lived 
was particularly ignorant in navigation, so that the most 
which they attempted, could not have been more than a 
mere coasting voyage. 

The Norwegians claim their share of the glory, on 
grounds rather better than the Welsh. By their settle- 
ments in Iceland and Greenland, they had arrived within 
do small a distance of the new world, that there is at 
least a possibility of its having been touched at by a 
people so versed m maritime afiairs, and so adventurous as 
the ancient Normans were. The proofe are much more 
numerous than those produced by British historians, for 
the discovery is mentioned in several Islandic manu* 
scripts. 

1 he period was about the year 1002, when, according 
to their own recorcfe, it was visited by one Biron ; and 
the discovery pursued to greater effect by Leif, the son oif 
Eric, the discoverer of Greenland, It does not appear that 
they reached farther than Labrador ; on wluch coast they 
met with the Egquimauafy on whom they bestowed the 
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name of ScrcdingSy or dwai&di people, &am Iheir small 
stature. Th^ were armed "with bo«rs and ane^ and 
had teathem canoes, such as they hwe at present JUi 
thisis probable, although the following tale of theOermam^ 
called Tyrker, one of the crew, doeginot tendio prove-tte 
discovery, fle was one ds^ mianng^ ;btit soon retniaied, 
leaping and singing with aiU the extravagant maDksof iogr 
a bon tnvant comd shew, on discovermg ^ inehcbding 
fruit of his own counti^, ittie ^^pe ; Torfsiis c?8a saya^ 
that lie retomed in a state of intoxication. To oonymce 
his commander, he brought several branches of gncpea^ 
who from that circumistance named that country VmlmuL 
It is not to be denied, that North Axnorica produces ibe 
true vine^ but it is found in fior lower latitudes than o«r 
adventarers could reach in the time employed in their vc^ 
ages which was comprehended in a very small space. 
Hbwever, be this as it may, there a^qpears no reason to 
doubt tile discovery; but as^the land was never colonized, 
nor :axiy advantages made of it by the Norwegians, it may 
fidrly be conjectured, 1hat they reached no fairer than the 
coast of Lct5rador. In is^ort, it is from a mudi later period 
that we must date the real discovery of America. 

The mariners of the seventeeuth century acquired 
m*eat applause by sailing along the coast of Africa and 
discovenng^^somc of the neighboring islands ; and although 
the Poringuese were decidedly the most dc&fid navigataw 
of the age, still, with all their industnr and perseverance, 
Ihey advanced southward no farther than the equator. 

The Tich commodities of the East had for several agea 
been brought mto Europe hy the way of the Red Sea and 
the Mediterranean ; and k had now become the object 
o( the Portuguese to find a passa^ to India l^ sailing 
itand the southern extremity of Anica, and then taking 
an eastern course. This great object engaged the general 
attention of mankind, and drew into the Portuguese service 
adventurers from every maritime nation in Europe. Every 
year added to their experience in navigation and seemed 
to promise a reward to their industry. The prospect, 
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however, of arriving at the Indies was extremely distant. 
Fifty years' perseverance in the same track haa brought 
them only to the equator ; and it was probable that as 
many more would elapse before they could accomplish 
their purpose, had not CdumhuSy by an uncommon exertion 
of genius, formed a design no less astonishing to the age in 
which he Uved, than beneficial to posterity. 

Among the foreigners whom the fame of the discoveries 
made by the Portugese had allured into their service was 
Christopher Colun£us or Colon, a subject of the repubhc 
of Genoa. 

It has been generally asserted by those who have given 
us a biographical sketch of Columbus, that the place of his 
Inrth is not known with certainty ; but Father Lerafini, a 
learned Itahan historian, speaks as follows of the famous 
navigator. 

" Cristofero Colombo era nato nella citta di Genoa, Fan- 
no millequattro cento e quaranta due. II suo padre, un 
marinaro Portuguese, era nominato, di commun consenso, 
per condottiere principale in un viaggio di scoperta sulla 
costa Africana. Chnstofero, il secomilo £gUo, volendo se- 
guire la medesima occupazione, commincio a studiare le 
Engue, la navigazione, e le altre scienzc che erano neces- 
sarie per scoprire nuovi paesi." 

According to Lerafini, who was also a Genoese by birth, 
Chistopher Columbus was born in Genoa, in the year one 
thousand four hundred and forty-two. His father, he 
says, a native of Portugal, was so skilful a mariner, that 
by the common consent of his followers he was appointed 
to the chief command of a small Genoese squadron, which 
had been fitted out for a voyage of discovery on the coast 
of Airica. Christopher, the second son, wishing to 
pursue the same course of life, to which his father had 
been trained, appUed himself with the greatest industry 
and perseverance to the study of the Latin tongue, the 
only language in which science was taught at that time : 
he was also instructed in all those branches, which are 
connected with navigation, such as Geometry, Coswq- 
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graphy, Astronomy, and the art of Drawing. Thitf 
qualified, he went to sea at the age of fourteen, and began 
his career on that element, which conducted him to so 
much gloiy, and proved so interesting to mankind in 
general and to the mhabitants of Europe in particular. 

As his early voyages were confined to those ports ia 
the Mediterranean, which were frequented by his country- 
men, the Genoese, bis active mind could not be tsatisfiec^ 
until he had made an excursion to the northern seas aod 
visited the coasts of Iceland, to which the English and 
other nati(His had bqgun to resort on accoimt 5 its fish- 
eries. The fame which was now acquired in navigation, 
excited such emulation among the more enterprising mar^ 
iners, that Columbus ventured to proceed several degrees 
within the polar circle and advanced beyond that island^ 
which is called the Thule of the andents. Having satis- 
fied his curiosity by this voyage, which tended more to en- 
large his knowledge of naval affairs, than to improve his 
fortune, he entered into the service of a famous sea cap* 
tain of his own name and family. This man commanded 
a small squadron, with which he curised sometimes 
against the Mahometans, sometimes against the Venetians, 
the rivals of his country in trade. With him Columbus 
continued several years, no less distinguished for his 
courage, than for his experience as a sailor. At length, 
in an obstinate engagement off the coast of Portugal, 
with some Venetian caravals, returning richly laden from 
the Low Countries, the vessel on board which he served 
took fire, together with one of the enemy's ships to which 
it was fast grappled. In this dreadful extremity his in- 
trepidity and presence of mmd did not forsake him. 
He threw himself into the sea, laid hold of a floating oar, 
and by support of it, and his own dexterity in swimmingi 
he reached the shore, though above two leagues distani;p 
and saved a life reserved for great undertakings. 

Columbus immediately repaired to the court of Portugal, 
where they conceived such a favourable opinion of nis 
merit, as weU as his talents, that they warmly sohdt^ 

5* 
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him to remain in that kingdom. Columbus listened with 
a favourable ear to the advice of his friends, and having 
gained the esteem of a Portuguese lady, whom he married, 
he fixed his residence in Lisbon. As his father-in-law, Bar- 
tholomew Perestrello, was one of the captains who were 
employed by prince Henry, when the islands of Porto 
Santo and Madeira were discovered and planted, Colum- 
bus got possession of the journals and charts of Perestrello, 
who was an experienced navigator. The more he con- 
templated the maps and read the descriptions of the new 
countries which Perestrello had discovered, the more im- 
patient he became to visit them. In order, therefore, to 
induce his favorite passion, he made a voyage to Madeira, 
and continued during several years to trade with that 
island, with the Canaries, the Azores, the settlements in 
Guinea, and all the other places which the Portuguese 
had discovered on the continent of Africa. 

During such a variety of voyages to almost every part 
of the globe with which, at that time, any intercourse was 
carried on by sea, Columbus was now become one of the 
most skilful navigators in Europe. But not satisfied with 
that praise, his ambition aimed at something more. The 
successful progress of the Portuguese navigators had awa- 
kened a spuit of curiosity and emulation, which set every 
man of science upon examining all the circumstances that 
led to the discoveries which they had made, or that afforded 
a prospect of succeeding in any new and bolder undertaking. 
ITie mind of Columbus, naturally inquisitive, capable of 
deep reflection, and turned to speculations of this kind, was 
flo often enq)loved in revolving the principles on which 
die Portuguese had founded their schemes of discovery, and 
the mode in which they had carried them on, that he 
gradually began to form an idea of improving on their 
plan, ami of accomplishing discoveries which hitherto 
they had attempted in vain. 

To find out a passage by sea to the East Indies, was 
the grand object in view at that period. From the time 
that the Portuguese doubled Cape de Verd^ this waa the 
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point at which they aimed in all their navigations, and in 
comparison with it all their discoveries in Africa appear* 
ed inconsiderable. The fertility and riches of India had 
been known for many ages ; its spices and other commo- 
dities were in high reputation throughout Europe, and the 
vast wealth of the Venetians arising from their having en- 
grofited this trade, had raised the envy of all nations. 
More than half a century had been employed by the Por- 
ti^uese in advancing from Cape Non to the equator, in 
hopes of arriving at Lidia by steering towards the south 
and turning to me east, after they had sailed round the 
fiarther extremity of Africa. Even although they could 
succeed in arriving at India by pursuing this course, thev 
were at last convinced that the remaining part of the navi- 
gation fix)m the equator to India was extensive, that it 
could not but be attended with imcertainty, danger, and 
tediousness. These difficulties naturally led Colmnbus to 
coninder whether a shorter and more direct passage to the 
East Indies might not be found out. After revolving long 
and seriously every circumstance suggested by his supe- 
rior knowledge, in the theory as wefi as practice of navi- 
gation,and comparing attentively the observations of modem 
pilots, with the hints and conjectures of ancient authors, 
he at last concluded that by sailing directly towards the 
west across the Atlantic Ocean, new countries which pro- 
bably formed a part of the great continent of India must 
infallibly be discovered. Columbus was confirmed in his 
opinion by the accounts of a certain Portuguese pilot, who 
having stretched farther to the west than was usual at that 
time, took up a piece of timber, artificially carved, floating 
on tihesea ; andTas it was driven towards him by a west- 
erly vdnd, he concluded that it came from some unknown 
land situated in that quarter. 

Pieces of timber fashioned in the same manner, and 
floating «i the waves, were seen by several Portuguese 
pilots, to the west of the Madeira isles, and thither they 
were brought by a westerly wind. Canes of an enormous 
size had been found, which resembled those described by 
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Ptolemy, as productions peculiar to the East Indies. After 
a course of westerly winds, trees torn up by the roots were 
often driven upon the coasts of the Azores, and at one time 
the dead bodies of two men, with singular features, resem- 
bling neither the inhabitants of Europe nor of Africa, 
were cast ashore there. 

As the force of this united evidence, arising from theoret- 
ical and practical observations, led Columbus to expect 
the discovery of new countries in the western ocean, other 
reasons induced him to believe that these must be connect- 
ed with the continent of India. Though the ancients had 
hardly ever penetrated into India farther than the banks 
of the Ganges, yet some Greek authors had ventured to 
describe the provinces beyond that river. As men are 
prone and at liberty to magnify what is remote or un- 
Imown, they represented them as regions of an immense 
extent. Cesias affirmed that India was as large as all the 
rest of Asia. Oneacritus, whom Pliny, the naturalist, fol- 
lows, contended that it was equal to a third part of the 
inhabitable earth. Nearchus asserted, that it would take 
four months to march in a straight line from one extremi- 
ty of India to the other. Tne journal of Marco Polo, 
who had proceeded towards the east, far beyond the lim- 
its to which any European had ever advanced, seemed to 
confirm these exaggerated accounts of the ancients. 

From the magmficent descriptions which Marco Po- 
lo gave of Cathay and Cipango, and of many other 
countries on that continent, it appeared to Columbus 
that India was a region of vast extent. He concluded, 
that in proportion as the continent of India stretched 
out towards the east, it must, in consequence of the 
spherical figure of the earth, approach nearer to the 
islands which had lately been discovered to the west of 
Africa ; that the distance from the owe to the other was 
probably not very considerable, and that the most direct, 
as well as the sliortest course, to the remote regions of 
the East, was to be found by sailing due west Although 
he was supported in this opinion by some of the most 
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eminent writers among the ancients, still, not wishing 
to rest with absolute assurance, either upon his own ar- 
^ments or upon the authority of the ancients, he con- 
sulted such of his contemporaries as he considered capa- 
ble of comprehending the nature of the ^yidence which 
he had produced. At that time, as the most distinguish* 
ed astronomer and cosmograplier was one Pbnl, an emi- 
nent physician of Florence, Columbus failed not to 
communicate to him his ideas concerning the proba- 
bility of discovering new countries by sailing west- 
ward. The learned physician highly approved of the 
plan, and exhorted Columbus to persevere in so lauda- 
ble an undertaking. Columbus being fully satisfied 
with respect to the truth of his system and a successful 
issue, was impatient to bring it to the test ; and wishing 
that his native country should first reap the fruits of 
his labours, he laid the scheme before the senate of Ge- 
noa.. But the Genoese, unfortunately for their common- 
wealth, were unacquainted with the abilities and char- 
acter of the projector, by reason of his having resided so 
long in foreign countries, that they rejected his plan em 
a chimerical undertaking. The country which had the 
second claim to his service was Portugal, where he had 
been long established. To John the second, therefore, 
King of Portugal, he made the next tender of his ser- 
vice, by offering to sail under the Portuguese flag, in 
quest of the new regions which he expected to discover. 
At first he met with a &vourable reception from the 
king, to whom the professional skill and personal ^ood 
qudities of Columbus were well known. As King 
John was a monarch of an enterprising spirit, and no 
incompetent judge in naval affairs, he listened to Co- 
lumbus in a most gracious manner, and referred the 
consideration of his plan to Diego Ortiz, bishop of Cere- 
ta, and two Jewish physicians, eminent cosmographers, 
whom he was accustomed to consult in matters of this 
kind. Here Columbus had to combat with prejudice, 
an enemy no less formidable than the ignorance of the 



64 DISCOVKRY OF 

Genoese, who were so little accustomed to distant voy- 
ages, that they could form no just idea of the principles 
on which he founded his hopes of success. The per- 
sons according to whose decision his scheme was to be 
adopted or rejected in Portugal, had been the chief di- 
rectors of the Portuguese navigations, and contended 
with ^eat confidence that India could be arrived at by 
pursuing a course directly opposite to that which Co- 
lumbus recommended. Under these cinmnstances they 
could not approve of his proposals, without submitting 
to the double mortification of condemning their own 
theory, and of acknowledging his superior sagacity. 
After Columbus had given such a particular explana- 
tion of his system, as might lead tliem into a knowled^ 
of its nature, they declined passing any jud^ent ia its 
favour. On the contrary they endeavoured to under- 
mine him by advising the king to despatch a vessel, 
secretly, in order to attempt the discovery, by following 
exactly the course which Columbus seemed to point 
out John, forgetting on this occasion the sentiments 
becoming a monarch, meanly adopted this perfidious 
counsel. But the pilot chosen to execute Columbus's 
plan, had neither the genius nor the fortitude of its au- 
thor. Contrary winds arose, no sight of approaching 
land appeared, his courage &iled, and he returned to 
Lisbon execrating the project as equally extravagant 
and dangerous. 

On learning this dishonourable transaction, Colum- 
bus immediately quitted Portiigal and landed in Spain 
in order to court the protection of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, who at that time governed the united kingdoms 
of Castile and Arragon. Spain was now engaged in a 
dangerous war with Granada, the last of the Moorish 
kingdoms in that country : and as Columbus had al- 
ready experienced the uncertaiu issue of applications to 
kings and ministers, he took the precaution, at that 
critical juncture, of sending into England his brother 
Bartholomew, to whom he had fully communicated his 
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ideas, in order that he mi^ht negotiate with Henry VII., 
who was reputed one of the most sagacious as well ail 
opulent princes in Europe. Ferdinand and Isabella, 
though fully occupied by their operations against the 
Moors, paid so much regard to Columbus as to remit 
the consideration of his plan to the queen's confessor, 
Ferdinand de Talavera. This prelate consulted such 
of his countrymen as he considered the most skilful in 
navigation. 

But Spain could not at that time boast of having pro- 
duced men who were versed in true science, so that 
those who were selected to decide a matter of such mo- 
ment, did not comprehend the first principles upon 
which Ck)lumbus founded his conjectures. Some of 
them, from mistaken notions concerning the dimensions 
of the globe, contended that a voyage to those remote 
parts of the east which Columbus expected to discover, 
could not be performed in less than three years. Others 
concluded that he would either find the ocean to be of 
infinite extent, according to the opinion of some ancient 
philosophers, or if he should persist in steering towards 
the west beyond a certain point, that the convex figure 
of the globe would prevent his return, and that he must 
inevit^ly perish, in the vain attempt to open a commu- 
nication between the two opposite hemispheres, which 
nature had for ever disjoined^ 

They maintained that if such countries existed as 
Columbus represented, they could not have remained 
so long concealed, to be at last discovered by an obscure 
Genoese. He was, therefore, looked upon as a pre- 
sumptions man, who pretended that he alon6 possessed 
knowledge superior to all the rest of mankind. Here 
also Columbus had to contend with the same ignorance 
and pride of false knowledge which counteracted his 
plans in Portugal. Five years had now elapsed in fruit- 
less endeavours, when Talavera, to whom the decision 
was referred, made such an unfavourable report to Fer- 
dinand and Isabella as iodueed tbem to'acc[uaint Co^ 
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lumbus, that until the war with the Moors should be 
brought to a period, it would be imprudent to engage in 
any new and expensive enterprise. Columbus's hopes 
of success were, however, so sanguine that his enthu- 
siasm was not to be cooled by delays, nor damped by 
disappointments. He next applied to persons of infe- 
rior rank, and addressed successively the Dukes of Me- 
dina Sidonia, and Medina Celi, who, though subjects, 
were possessed of power and opulence more than equal 
to the enterprise which he projected. Columbus met 
with the same mortifying disappointment from these no- 
blemen, who either trom their ignorance of the force of 
his arguments, or a dread of offending the pride of a 
sovereign who would not countenance the scheme, re- 
jected the plan as the invention of a chimerical pro- 
jector. 

Among these disappointments, Columbus had also the 
mortification to be unacquainted with the fate of his 
brother, who, as has been said by some Spanish histo- 
rians, fell into the hands of pirates on his way to 
England; and having been stripped of everything, was 
detained a prisoner for several years. At length he made 
his escape and arrived in London, but in such extreme 
indigence, that he was obliged to employ himself during 
a considerable time, in drawing and selling maps, in or- 
der to pick up as much money as would purchase a de- 
cent dress, in which he might venture to appear at court. 
He then laid before the king the proposals with which 
he had been entrusted by his brotner, and notwithstand- 
ing Henry's excessive caution and parsimony which ren- 
dered him averse to new or expensive undertakings, he 
received Columbus's overtures with more approbation 
than any monarch to whom they had hitherto been pre- 
sented. At this time Columbus seeing that he had no 
!>rospect of encouragement in Spain, was preparing to 
bllow his brother to England. 

But Juan Perez, the guardian of the monastery in 
which Columbus's children had been educated, and a 
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man of some credit with IsabeUa, prerailed on him to 
defer Ins joariMy for a i^ort time. This learned monk, 
being a coosidaable profieient in mathematical knowl- 
edge, soon became acquainted with the abilities and in* 
t^rity of ColumbusL to whom he was so warmly attacb- 
e^ that he ventured to write to Queen Isabella, conja- 
rin^ her to consider tfie matter anew with the attention 
which it merited. 

Asthere was now a certain prospect that the war with 
the Bfoora might be brought toa happy issue by the re- 
daction of Oranada, which would leave the nation at 
liberty to engage in new undertakings, the queeo^ 
moved by the representation of Juan Perez, a persos 
whom sba respected as a competent juda:e to decide ii| 
matters of this description, countenanced, for the second 
time, the fl;rand schemes of Columbus. Accordingly, 
die desired Perez to repair to the village of Santa Pe, m 
which, on account of the siege of Granada, the court re* 
sided at that time, that she might confer with him cm 
this important subject. This interview proved so favor* 
able, that Columbus received a warm mvitation to re* 
turn to court. His former friends, therefore, Alonzo de 
QuintaniUa, comptroller of the finances in Castile, and 
Louis de Santangel, receiver of the ecclesiastical rev^ 
nues in Arragon, seeing this happy change in favor of 
Columbus, appeared with greater confidence than ever 
to support his scheme. Although Isabella expressed her 
approbation, still Ferdinand pronounced the scheme to 
be impracticable. Columbus, however, as if determined 
to surmount every obstacle that could be thrown in his 
way, appefljed before them with the same confident 
hopes of success as formerly, and insisted upon the same 
high recompense. Columbus proposed that a small fleet 
should be ntted out under his command, to attempt the 
discovery ; that he should be appointed hereditary admi- 
ral and viceroy of all the seas and lands which he 
should discover ; and that he should have the tenth part 
of the profits arising firom them settled irrevocably upon 
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himself and his ikscendants. At the same time he of- 
fered to advance the eighth part of the sum necessary for 
aocompliahiDg his design, on condition that he should be 
entidea to a jooporticmal share of benefit from the ad- 
fentme. 

• If the enterprise should totally fail, he made no stipu- 
lation for any reward or emolument whatever. But the 
persons with whom Columbus was treating, began to 
calculate the enormous expense of the expedition, and 
the exfaoibitant reward which he demanded for himself. 
In this imposing garb of caution and nrudence, they 
misrepresented everv thing to Ferdinana, who opposed 
the aavoiture from tne commencement. Isabella, though 
more g^erous and enterprising, was under the influence 
(rf her husband in aJl her actions, and declined again 

E'ving any counteoance to Columbus. Thus Colum- 
IS mmost despaired of success, and withdrew from 
court in deep anguish, with an intention of prosecuting 
his voyage to Ei^land, as his last resource. About that 
time, Granada surrendered, and Ferdinand and Isabella 
in triumphal pomp took possession of a city, the reduc- 
tion of which extirpated a sovereign power from the 
hearts of their dominions and rendered them masters of 
all the provinces extending from the bottom of the Py- 
renees to the frontiers of Portugal. 
• As the flow of spirits which accompanies success ele- 
vates the mind, and renders it enterprising, Quintanilla 
and Sant Angel, the vigilant and discerning patrons of 
Columbus, took advantage of this favourable situation, 
in order to make one eflfort more in behalf of their friend. 
They addressed themselves to Isabella, and represented 
Columbus as a man ofsound understanding and virtuous 
character, well qualified by his experience m navigation, 
as well as his knowledge in geometry, to form just ideas 
with respect to the structure of the globe, and the situa- 
tion of its various regions. The sum requisite, they 
said, for equipping such an armament as he demanded, 
was inconsidemble, and the advantages which might 
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eminent writers among the ancients, still, not wishing 
to rest with absolute assurance, either upon his own ar- 
^ments or upon the authority of the ancients, he con- 
sulted such of his contemporaries as he considered capa- 
ble of comprehending the nature of the evidence which 
he had produced. At that time, as the most distinguish- 
ed astronomer and cosmographer was one Paul, an emi* 
nent physician of Florence, Columbus failed not to 
communicate to him his ideas concerning the proba- 
bility of discovering new countries by sailing west- 
ward. The learned physician highly approved of the 
Elan, and exhorted Columbus to persevere in so luuda- 
le an undertaking. Columbus being fully satisfied 
with respect to the truth of his system and a successful 
issue, was impatient to bring it to the test ; and wbliiug 
that his native country should first reap the fruits of 
his labours, he laid the scheme before the senate of Ge- 
noa.. But the Genoese, unfortunately for their common- 
wealth, were unacquainted with the abilities and char- 
acter of the projector, by reason of his having resided so 
long in foreign countries, that they rejected his plan as 
a chimerical undertaking. The country which had the 
second claim to his service was Portugal, where he had 
been long established. To Jolin the second, therefore, 
King of Portugal, he made the next tender of his ser- 
vice, by offering to sail under the Portuguese flag, in 
quest of the new regions which he expected to discover. 
At first he met with a favourable reception from the 
kinff, to whom the professional skill and persotial ^ood 
qumities of Columbus were well known. As King 
John was a monarch of an enterprising spirit, and no 
incompetent judge in naval affairs, he listened to Co- 
lumbus in a most gracious manner, and referred the 
consideration of his plan to Diego Ortiz, bishop of Cere- 
ta, and two Jewish physicians, eminent cosraographers, 
whom he was accustomed to consult in matters of this 
kind. iBere Columbus had to combat with prejudice, 
an enemy no less formidable than the ignorance of the 
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gxanted to Columbas, and his heiid forerei^ the tenth 
part of the free profits accruing from the productions 
and commerce of the countries he should discover. 4. 
They declared diat if any controvensy or law-suit should 
arise, with respect to any mercantile transaction in the 
OCmntries which should be discovered, it should be de- 
f^rminedby the sole authority of Columbus, or of judges 
to be appointed by him. 6. They permitted Columbus 
to advance one-eighth part of what should be expended 
m preparing for the expedition, and in carrying on com- 
ipeice with the countries he should discover, and enti- 
t|id him in return to an eighth part of tlie profit 

As soon as the treaty was si^ed, Isabella, by her at- 
tention and activity in forwarding the preparaticMis for 
the voyage, endeavoured to make some reparation to 
CSolumbus for the time he had lost in fruitless solicita- 
tion. By the 12th of May, all that depended upon her 
was adjusted. 

After Columbus had waited on the king and queen, 
and received his final instructions, Isabella ordered the 
ships of which Columbus was to take the command, to 
be fitted out in the port of Palos, a small maritime 
town in the province of Andalusia. Fortunately for 
Columbus, Juan P^z, Who always interested himself 
in behalf of this enterprising navigator, resided in the 
neighbourhood of this place, and by the influence of 
this good ecclesiastic, Columbus not only procured the 
sum he was bound by treaty to advance, but also enga- 
ged several of the inhabitants to accompany him in the 
voyage. The chief of these associates were three bro- 
thers of the name of Pinzon, of considerable wealth, 
and of ereat experience in naval aflFairs, who were wil- 
ling to hazard their lives and fortunes in the expedition. 
But after all the efforts of Isabella and Columbus, the 
armament was not suitable, either to the dignity of the 
nation by which it was equipped, or to the importance 
of the service for which it was destined. 

This small squadron consisted of three vessels. The 
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largest, a ship of no considerable burden, was command- 
ed by Columbus as admiral, who ^ave it the name of 
Samta Maria, out of respect for the Virgin Mary. The 
second, which was called the PirUoy was commanded by 
Martin Knzon. Of the third, named the JVtmOf Vin- 
cent Yanez Pinzon was captain. This squadron was 
victualled for twelve months, and had on board ninety 
men, mostly sailors, together with a few adventurers 
who followed thefortime of Columbus, and some gen- 
tlemen of Isabella's court, whom she appointed to ac- 
company him. 

Tnough the expense of the undertaking was one of 
the circumstances which chiefly alarmed the court of 
Spain, and retarded so long the negotiation with Colum- 
bus, the sum employed in fitting out this squadron did 
not exceed four thousand pounds. 

As the art of ship buiidinor in the fifteenth century 
was extremely rude, and the bulk of the vessels was ac- 
comodated to the short and easy voyage along the coast 
which they were accustomed to perform, it is a proof of 
the courage as well as the enterprising genius of Co- 
lumbus, that he ventured, with a fleet so unfit for a dis- 
timt navigation, to explore unknown seas, where he had 
no chart to guide him, no knowledge of the tides and 
currents, and no experience of the dangers to which he 
might be exposed. 

His eagerness to accomplish the great design which 
had so long engrossed his thoughts, made him overlook 
or disregard every circumstance that would have inti- 
midated a mind less adventurous. He pushed forward 
the preparations with such ardour, and was seconded 
so eflFectually by the persons to whom Isabella had com- 
mitted the superintendance of this business, that every 
thinff was soon in readiness for the voyage. But as Co- 
in mous was deeply impressed with sentiments of reli- 
gion, he would not set out on an expedition so arduous, 
and of which one great object was to propagate the 
Christian faith, without imploring publicly the protec- 
6* 
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Ptolemy, as productions peculiar to the East Indies. After 
a course of westerly winds, trees torn up by the roots were 
often driven upon the coasts of the Azores, and at one time 
the dead bodies of two men, with singular features, resem- 
bling neither the inhabitants of Europe nor of Africa, 
were cast ashore there. 

As the force of this united evidence, arising from theoret- 
ical and practical observations, led Colnmbus to expect 
the discovery of new countries in the western ocean, other 
reasons induced him to beUeve that these must be connect- 
ed with the continent of India. Though the ancients had 
hardly ever penetrated into India farther than the banks 
of the Ganges, yet some Greek authors had ventured to 
describe the provinces beyond that river. As men are 
prone and at liberty to magnify what is remote or un- 
known, they represented them as regions of an inunense 
extent. Cesias affirmed that India was as large as all the 
rest of Asia. Oneflicritus, whom Pliny, the naturalist, fol- 
lows, contended that it was equal to a third part of the 
inhabitable earth. Nearchus asserted, that it would take 
four months to march in a straight line from one extremi- 
ty of India to the other. The journal of Marco Polo, 
who had proceeded towards the east, far beyond the lim- 
its to which any European had ever advanced, seemed to 
confirm these exaggerated accounts of the ancients. 

From the magmficent descriptions which Marco Po- 
lo gave of Cathay and Cipango, and of many other 
countries on that continent, it appeared to Colnmbus 
that India was a region of vast extent. He concluded, 
that in proportion as the continent of India stretched 
out towards the east, it must, in consequence of the 
spherical figure of the earth, approach nearer to the 
islands which had lately been discovered to the west of 
Africa ; that the distance from the one to the other was 
probably not very considerable, and that the naost direct, 
as well as the shortest course, to the remote regions of 
the East, was to be found by sailing due west. Although 
he was supported in this opinion by some of the most 
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eminent writers among flie ancients, still, not wishing 
to rest with absolute assurance, either upon his own ar- 
guments or upon the authority of the ancients, he con- 
sulted such of his contemporaries as he considered capa- 
ble of comprehending the nature of the evidence which 
he bad produced. At that time, as the most distinguish- 
ed astronomer and cosmograplier was one Paul, an emi- 
nent physician of Florence, Columbus failed not to 
communicate to him his ideas concerning the proba- 
bility of discovering new countries by sailing west- 
ward. The learned physician highly approved of the 
plan, and exhorted Columbus to persevere in so lauda- 
ble an undertaking. Columbus being fully satisfied 
with respect to the truth of his system and a successful 
issue, was impatient to bring it to the test ; and wbhing 
that his native country should first reap the fruits of 
his labours, he laid the scheme before the senate of Ge- 
noa. But the Genoese, unfortunately for their common- 
wealth, were unacquainted with the abilities and char- 
acter of the projector, by reason of his having resided so 
long in foreign countries, that they zejected his plan em 
a chimerical undertaking. The country which had the 
second claim to his service was Portugal, where he had 
been long established. To Joiin the second, therefore, 
King of Portugal, he made the next tender of his ser- 
vice, by offering to sail under the Portuguese flag, in 
quest of the new regions which he expected to discover. 
At first he met with a favourable reception from the 
king, to whom the professional skill and personal ^ood 
qumities of Columbus were well known. As King 
John was a monarch of an enterprising spirit, and no 
incompetent judge in naval affairs, he listened to Co- 
lumbus in a most gracious manner, and referred the 
consideration of his plan to Diego Ortiz, bishop of Cere- 
ta, and two Jewish physicians, eminent cosmographers, 
whom he was accustomed to consult in matters of this 
kind. Here Columbus had to combat with prejudice, 
an enemy no less formidable than the ignorance of the 
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Genoese, who were so little accustomed to distant voy- 
ages, that they could form no just idea of the principles 
on which he toimded his hopes of success. The per- 
sons according to whose decision his scheme was to be 
adopted or rejected in Portugal, had been the chief di- 
rectors of the Portuguese navigations, and contended 
with ^eat coniGklence that India could be arrived at by 
pursuing a course directly opposite to that which Co- 
lumbus recommended. Under these circumstances they 
could not approve of his proposals, without submitting 
to the double mortification of condenming their own 
theory, and of acknowledging his superior sagacity. 
After Columbus had given such a particular explana- 
tion of his system, as might lead tiiem into a knowled^ 
of its nature, they declined passing any judgment in its 
fevour. On the contrary thejr endeavoured to under- 
mine him by advising the king to despatch a vessel, 
secretly, in order to attempt the discovery, by following 
exactly the course which Columbus seemed to point 
out John, forgetting on this occasion the sentiments 
becoming a monarch, meanly adopted this perfidious 
counsel. But the pilot chosen to execute Columbus's 
plan, had neither the genius nor the fortitude of its au- 
thor. Contrary winds arose, no sight of approaching 
land appeared, his courage fiuled, and he returned to 
Lisbon execrating the project as equally extravagant 
and dangerous. 

On learning this dishonourable transaction, Colum- 
bus immediateiy quitted Portiigal and landed in Spain 
in order to court the protection of Ferdinand and Isa- 
belb, who at that time governed the united kingdoms 
of Castile and Arragon. Spain was now engaged in a 
dangerous war with Granada, the last of the Moorish 
kingdoms in that country: and as Columbus had al- 
ready experienced the uncertaiu issue of applications to 
king^s and ministers, he took the precaution, at that 
critical juncture, of sending into England his brother 
Bartholomew, to whom he had fully communicated his 
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ideas, in order that he miorht negotiate with Henry VII., 
who was reputed one of the most sa^^acious as well att 
opulent princes in Europe. Ferdinand and Isabella, 
though fully occupied by their operations against the 
Moors, paid so much regard to Columbus as to remit 
the consideration of his plan to the queen's confessor, 
Ferdinand de Talavera. This prelate consulted such 
of his countrymen as he considered the most skilful in 
navigation* 

But Spain could not at that time boast of having pro- 
duced men who were versed in true science, so that 
those who were selected to decide a matter of such mo- 
ment, did not comprehend the first principles upon 
which Columbus founded his conjectures. Some of 
them, from mistaken notions concerning the dimensions 
of the globe, contended that a voyage to those remote 
parts oftlie east which Columbus expected to discover, 
could not be performed in less than three years. Others 
concluded that he would either find the ocean to be of 
infinite extent, according to the opinion of some ancient 
philosophers, or if he should persist in steering towards 
the west beyond a certain point, that the convex figure 
of the globe would prevent his return, and that he must 
inevitiS)ly perish, in the vain attempt to open a commu- 
nication between the two opposite hemispheres, which 
nature had for ever disjoined. 

They maintained that if such countries existed as 
Columbus represented, they could not have remained 
so long concealed, to be at last discovered by an obscure 
Genoese. He was, therefore, looked upon as a pre- 
sumptions man, who pretended that he alone possessed 
knowledge superior to all the rest of mankind. Here 
also Columbus had to contend with the same ignorance 
and pride of false knowledge which counteracted his 
plans in Portugal. Five years had now elapsed in fruit- 
less endeavours, when Talavera, to whom the decision 
was referred, made such an unfavourable report to Fer- 
dinand and Isabella as induced them to' acquaint Co- 
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lumbus, that until the war with the Moors should be 
brought to a period, it would be imprudent to engage in 
any new and expensive enterprise. Columbus's hopes 
of success were, however, so sanguine that his enthu- 
siasm was not to be cooled by delays, nor damped by 
disappointments. He next applied to persons of infe- 
rior rank, and addressed successively the Dukes of Me- 
dina Sidonia, and Medina Celi, who, though subjects, 
were possessed of power and opulence more than equal 
to the enterprise which he projected. Columbus met 
with the same mortifying disappointment from these no- 
blemen, who either from their ignorance of the force of 
his arguments, or a dread of offending the pride of a 
sovereign who would not countenance the scheme, re- 
jected the plan as the invention of a chimerieal pro- 
j^tor. 

Among these disappointments, Columbus had also the 
mortification to be unacquainted with the fate of his 
brother, who, as has been said by some Spanish histo- 
rians, fell into the hands of pirates on his way to 
England; and having been stripped of everything, was 
detained a prisoner for several years. At length he made 
his escape and arrived in London, but in such extreme 
indigence, that he was obliged to employ himself during 
a considerable time, in drawing and selling maps, in or- 
der to pick up as much money as would purchase a de- 
cent dress, in which he might venture to appear at court. 
He then laid before the king the. proposals with which 
he had been entrusted by his brothbr, and notwithstand- 
ing Henry's excessive caution and parsimony which ren- 
dered him averse to new or expensive undertakings, he 
received Columbus's overtures with more approbation 
than any monarch to whom they had hitherto been pre- 
sented. At this time Columbus seeing that he had no 
prospect of encouragement in Spain, was preparing to 
follow his brother to England. 

But Juan Perez, the guardian of the monastery in 
which Columbus's ishildr^ had been educated, and a 
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man of wma credit with IsabeUa, mfrailed on him 1» 
defer fan joarney for a short time. This learned monl^ 
being a ooneiderable proficient in roaAematical knoiri^ 
edge, soon became acquainted with the abilities and ki> 
t^prity of Columbu&L to whom he was so warmly attaeb- 
aj^ that he Tentureoi to write to Queen Isabella, conja- 
ring her to consider tfie matter anew with the attention 
wmch it merited. 

As there was now a certain prospect that the war with 
the Moors might be brought to a happy issue by the re- 
daction oi Oranada, which would leave the nation lal 
liberty to engage in new midertaldngs, the queeOi 
moved by the representation of Juan Perez, a persM 
whom she respected as a competent judsfe to decide ii| 
matters of this description, countenanced, for the second 
time, the grand schemes of Ck>lumbus. Accordingly^ 
she desired Porez to repair to the village of Santa Fe, ui 
which, on account of the siege of Qranada, the court re* 
^ded at that time, that she m^t con£»r with him oo 
this important subject. This interview proved so favor- 
able, that €<4umbus received a warm invitation to ra^ 
turn to court His former friends, therefore, Alonzo de 
QuintaniKa, comptroller of the finances in Castile, and 
Louis de Santangel, receiver of the ecclesiastical reve- 
nues in Arragon, seeing this happy change in favor of 
Oolumbus, appeared with greater confidence than ever 
to support his scheme. Although Isabella expressed her 
approbation, still Ferdinand pronounced the scheme to 
be impracticable. Columbus, however, as if determined 
to surmount every obstacle that could be thrown in his 
way, appeared before them with the same confident 
hopes of success as formerly, and insisted upon the same 
high recompense. Columbus prr>posed that a small fleet 
should be fitted out under his command, to attempt the 
discovery ; that he should be appointed hereditary admi- 
ral and viceroy of all the seas and lands which he 
should discover ; and that he should have the tenth part 
of the profits arising from them settled irrevocably upon 
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himself and his descendants. At the same time he of- 
fered to advance the eighth part of die sum necessary for 
aocompludung his design, on conditicMi that he should be 
entillea to a txroportional share of benefit from the ad- 
fentcae. 

• If the enterprise should totally fail, he made no stipu- 
lation for any reward or emoluin^iit whatever. But the 
persons with whom Columbus was treating, began to 
calculate the enormous expense of the expedition, and 
the exfaoifoitant reward which he demanded for himself. 
In this imposing garb of caution and nrudence, they 
misrepesented every thing to Ferdinand, who opposed 
the aaventure from the commencement. Isabella, though 
more generous and enterprising, was under the influence 
ci her husband in aJl her actions, and declined again 

E'ving any counteoance to Columbus. Thus Colum- 
IS dmost despaired of success, and withdrew from 
court in deep anguish, with an intention of prosecuting 
his voyage to Ei^land, as his last resource. About that 
time, Granada surrendered, and Ferdinand and Isabella 
in triumphal pomp took possession of a city, the reduc- 
tion of which extirpated a sovereign power from the 
hearts of their dominions and rendered them masters of 
all the provinces extending from the bottom of the Py- 
renees to the frontiers of Portugal. 
• As the flow of spirits which accompanies success ele- 
vates the mind, and renders it enterprising, Quintanilla 
and Sant Angel, the vigilant and discerning patrons of 
Columbus, took advantage of this favourable situation, 
in order to make one effort more in behalf of their friend. 
They addressed themselves to Isabella, and represented 
Columbus as a man of sound understanding and virtuous 
character, well qualified by his experience m navigation, 
as well as his knowledge in geometry, to form just ideas 
with respect to the structure of the globe, and the situa- 
tion of its various regions. The sum requisite, they 
said, for equipping such an armament as he demanded, 
was inconsiderable, and the advantages which might 
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accrue from his undertaking, were immense. They al-^ 
80 convinced her that his offer to risk his own life and 
fortiuie in the execution of his scheme, gave the most 
satisfying evidence both of his integrity and hope ci 
success. 

These forcible ar^nients, urged by persons of such 
authority, and at a juncture so well chosen, produced 
the desired effect. They dispelled all Isabella's fears 
and doubts. She ordered Columbus to be instantly 
recalled^ and declared her resolution to employ him on 
his own terms. The state of her finances were at that 
time so low, that she offered to pledge her own jewels, 
in order to raise as much money as mi^ht be required 
to accomplish his design. Sant Angel, however, lest 
she might have recourse to such a mortifying expedient, 
eii^ag^ to advance imm^iately the sum mat was re- 
quisite. Columbus, upon hearing this unexpected 
revolution in his fbvor, returned to Sknta Fe, for he was 
now several leagues on his journey to England. The 
negotiation now went forward with facility and des- 
patch, and a treaty of capitulation with Columbus was 
signed on the seventeenth of April, 1493. ;v )^ 

• The chief articles of it were, — I, Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, as sovereigns of the ocean, constituted Columbus 
their high admiral in all the seas, islands, and conti- 
nents which mij^ht be discovered by his industry ; and 
stipulated, that he and his heirs for ever should enjoy 
this office, with the same powers and prerogatives 
which belonged to the high admiral of Castile, within, 
the limits of his jurisdiction. 2. They appointed Co- 
lumbus their viceroy in all the islands and continents 
which he should discover; but if, for the better adminis- 
tration of affairs, it sliould hereafter be necessary to es- 
tablish a separate governor in any of those countries, 
they authorised Columbus to name three persons, of 
whom they would choose one, for that office ; and the 
dignity of viceroy, with all its immunities, was likewise 
to be hereditary in the family of Columbus. 3. They 
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colours. They were shy at first, through fear, but soon 
became familiar with the Spaniards, and with transports 
of joy received from them'^ hawk's-bills, glass beads, or 
other baubles in return, for which they ffave such provi- 
sions as they had, and some cotton yam, the only commo- 
dity (rf value they could produce. Towards evening 
Columbus returned to the ships, accompanied by many 
of the islanders in their boats, which they called canoes, 
and, though rudely formed out of the trunk of a single 
tree, they rowed them with surprising dexterity. Thus 
in the first interview between the inhabitants of the old 
and new worlds, every thing was conducted amicably, 
and to their mutual satisfaction. The former, enlight- 
ened and ambitious, formed already vast ideas with re- 
spect to the advantages which they might derive from 
the regions which began to open to their view. The 
latter, simple and undisceming, had no foresight of the 
calamities and desolation which were approaching their 
country. Columbus, who now assumed the title and au- 
thority of admiral and viceroy, called the island which 
he discovered San Salvador. 

It is better known by the name of Gtianahani, which 
the natives gave it, and is one of that large cluster of 
islands called the Lucaya or Bahama Isles. Thus Co- 
lumbus, by his superior sagacity and fortitude, had con- 
ducted the Spaniards, by a route concealed from past 
ages, to the knowledge of the new world. No event 
ever proved so interesting to mankind in general, and to 
the inhabitants of Europe in particular, as the discovery 
of America and the passage to India by the Cape of Good 
Hope : it at once gave rise to a revolution in the com- 
.merce and in the power of nations, as well as in the 
mannefs, industry, and government of almost the whole 
world. At this period new connexions were formed by 
the inhabitants of the most distant regions, for the supply 
of wants they had never before experienced. The pro- 
duction of climates situated under the equator were con- 
sumed in countries bordering on the pole ; the industry o 
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the north was transplanted to the south ; and the inhabi- 
tants of the west were clothed with the manufactures of the 
east ; in short, a general intercourse of opinions, laws, and 
customs, diseases and remedies, virtues and vices, were 
established among them. 

Such is a brief account of the discovery of America by 
Columbus ; and with respect to the voyage itself and what 
relates to the famous navigator and his vicissitudes of 
fortune at the court of Spain, we have chiefly followed 
Winterbotham, frequently verbatim. 
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Having given an account of the discovery of America by 
Christopher Columbus, we shall now proceed to account 
for the peopling of this continent. When America wai 
discovered, it was found inhabited by a race of people, no 
less different from the inhabitants of Europe, Africa, and 
the greater part of Asia, than the climate and natural dio-. 
ductions of the new world are different from those oftJitf 
old. To trace the descent of the red men who are melting, 
as was said by one of their most celebrated warriors,* "like 
snow before the sun," and perpetuate their national char- 
acter on the page of history, before they totally disappear 
as a portion of the human race, will, we have no doubt, be 
no less gratifying to the scientific than to the curious. In 
perambulating this labyrinth of obscurity and antiquity ; 
no safer guide can be offered us, than a portrait of the char- 
acteristical features of the Indians, which, when compared 
with the national character of some Asiatic tribes, wUl, by 
the resemblance which, in their manners, habits, and cus- 
toms they bear to each other, lead us to the original scouree 



*The noted Miami chief Mishikinakwa, or Little Turtle who 
contributed most to the defeat of St Clair. 
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whence sprang the North American Indians. The Euro- 
pean colonies in America have now become too numerous 
and too powerful to fear the effects of savage barbarity, and 
when fear ceases contempt is the natural consequence. 
While the Indians are thus despised and forgotten as the 
opguial proprietors of this vast continent, which has served 
as Refuge to the oppressed inhabitants of Europe, in gen- 
eral they are by many deemed unworthy the attention of the 
antiquary. The Indians, it is true, cannot be classed among 
civilized nations, who cultivated the arts, agriculture, and 
commerce ; still, leading a barbarous life as they did, it 
cannot be denied but that the lofty notions of honour and 
independence, with which the minds of some Indian tribes 
were imbued and urged them to deeds of admirable heroism 
and striking generosity, is a proof of elevation of mind and 
refinement of sentiment ; qualities, perhaps, which are sel- 
dom to be found among those who charge the Indians with 
an inferiority of species. The greatest part of them had 
truly a nobleness and an equality of soul, which we seldom 
attain, witha/ll the helps we can obtain from philosophy and 
religion. They were always masters of themselves, in the 
most sudden misfortunes, and the least alteration could not 
be perceived in their countenances. A prisoner who knew 
In what his captivity would end, or what, perhaps, is more 
surprising, who was uncertain of his fate, did not lose on 
this account a quarter of an hour s sleep ; even t^e first 
emotions did not find them at a fault. 

It is no less astonishing to see men whose whole outward 
appearance proclaimed nothing but barbarity, behave to 
each other with such kindness and regard, that are not per- 
haps to be experienced among the most civilized nations. 
This doubtless proceeded in some measure from the words 
mine and thine being as yet unknown to those savages. 
Those cold words, as St. Chrysostom calls them, which, ex- 
tinguishing in our hearts the fire of charity, light up that of 
covetousness. We are equally charmed with that natural 
and unaffected gravity which reigned in all their behaviour, 
in all their actions, in the greatest part of their diversions ; 
as likewise with the civility and deference they showed to 
their equals, and the respect of the young people to the 
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aged ; and lastly, to see that thej never quarrelled among 
themselves with those indecent expressions, and the oaths 
and curses so common among the whites. All these are 
proofs of good sense, and a great command of temper. 

The Indians have been frequently misrepresented by 
writers, who have been either prejudiced against them from 
some impure motives, or who hadf been too transiently reai- 
dent amongt them, to ascertain with any accuracy the real 
character of the Indians ; for the Indians are not communi- 
cative in relation to their national peculiarities, or original 
descent. It requires, therefore, a good deal of familiar, at- 
tentive, and unsuspecting observation to obtain any knowl- 
edge respecting them, as they have neither records nor oral 
tradition to throw any degree of satisfactory light on their 
character and descent. 

The speculative opinions of several historians who wrote 
concerning the religion of the Indian tribes of America, and 
the question, whence America might have been peopled, 
led to many misrepresentations of the religious rites, lan- 
guage, and customs of its original inhabitants. They dis- 
covered affinities which existed no where, but in the fanci- 
ful invention of the discoverers. Gomara, Lerius, and Lics- 
carbot inferred, from some resemblance of this kind, that 
America had been peopled by the Canaanites, when thejr 
were expelled by Joshua. The celebrated Grotius, adopt- 
ing the opinion of Martyr, imagined that Yucatan, a pro- 
vince of New Spain, was first colonized by the Ethiopians, 
and that those Ethiopians were Christians. The human 
mind derives pleasure from paradox, for the same reason 
that it delights in wit. Both produce new and surprising 
combinations of thought, and the judgment being over- 
powered by the fervours of imagination, becomes for a time 
insensible to their extravagance. 

The opinion extensively prevails, that the North Ameri- 
can Indians are descendants of the tribes of Israel. This 
80 possessed the mind of Adair, that, although he had the 
greatest opportunity of obtaining knowledge, his book b 
comparatively of little use. We are constantly led to sus- 
pect the fidelity of his statements, because- lus judgment 
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had lost its equipoise, and he saw every thing through a 
discoloured medium. 

It is impossible for the religious man not to take particu- 
lar interest in the history of the Hebrews ; and while he 
readb of the extermination of the kingdom of Israel, when 
the blindfolded tribes were torn from the land of their pre- 
rogative, his soul must be filled with compassion for their 
misfortunes. Their subsequent history is atten ded with such 
impenetrable darkness, that this sentiment of compassion 
naturally combines with curiosity, to penetrate even the 
forests of the western continent, in order to identify the 
lost tribes of Israel. This has actually been the case, for 
the idea of tracing to America the long lost tribes of Israel, 
rose before the imagination of many with captivating splen- 
dour. In the establishment however of this theory, the 
judgments of those who endeavoured to make researches 
this way, were so much perverted that resemblances were 
imagined which had no existence in reality.* The affinity, 
it is true, of languages tends in some measure to point out 
the connexion of nations; but this depends on the high or 
low degree of similarity which we find when we collate the 
one language with the other. In the Celtic language, for 
example, we find several words which bear some radical 
resemblance to the Indian, especially to that language 
which is spoken by the Algonquins : but hence, it would not 
be reasonable to conclude a consanguinity between the 
Irish and the North American Indians. It is, therefore, on 
the resemblance which a few words in the languages of the 
Indians of North America bear to the Hebrew, that some 
authors have contended with a great deal of confidence, 
that the lost tribes of Israel are the red men of North 
America. 

On the continent of America three radici4 languages are 
spoken by the Indians, exclusive of the Earalit or Esqui- 
meaux. Mr. Heckewelder denominates them the Iroquois, 
the Lenape, and the Floridian. The Iroquois is spoken by 
the six nations, the Wyandots or Hurons, the Naudo- 



*See Jarvis xm the religion of the Indians. 
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wessies, the Assiniboils, and other tribes beyond the St. 
Lawrence. 

The Lenape which is the most widely extended language 
on this side of the' Mississippi, was spoken by the tribes 
now extinct, who formerly inhabited Nova Scotia and the 
present State of Maine, the Abenakis, Micmacs, Canni- 
bas, Openangos, Soccokis, EtchemiDs,and Souriqiiois ; dia- 
lects of it are now spoken by the Miamis, the Potanota- 
mies, Mississagoos, and Kickapoos ; the Conestogos, Nan- 
ticokos, Shawanese, and Mohicans ; the Algonquins, the 
Knistewans, and Chippeways. The Floridian includes 
the languages of the Creeks or Muscohgees, Chickesaas, 
' Ohoctaws, Pascagoulas, the ^'herokees, Seminoles, and 
several others in the southern parts of Florida. These 
three languages are primitive, that is to say, are so distant- 
ly related, as to have no perceivable affinity. 

Seeing therefore that there are three primitive languages 
spoken by the North American Indians, which have no 
radical connexion the one with the other, it would be ab- 
surd to countenance for a moment the assertion, that the 
red men of America are the lost tribes of Israel, without 
having a better proof than a similarity, as we have already 
mentioned, between a few Indian and Hebrew words. The 
distant relation itself between these three primitive lan- 
guages of America is enough to overthrow the argument; 
f^ibr, if the Indians are the descendants of the Hebrews, it 
jl^jlrould certainly follow that almost all the dialects, especial- 
' ' iy the three primitive languages, would not only bear a most 
striking resemblance to the Hebrew, but would also be 
more nearly allied among themselves. Besides there is 
one striking peculiarity in the construction of American 
languages, which has no counterpart in the Hebrew. In- 
stead of the ordinary division of genders, they divide them 
into animate and inanimate. 

But this is not the only instance, in which the Hebrew 
and the Indian languages differ in their idioms. To enu- 
merate, however, all the idiomatical discordances of the In- 
dian and Hebrew languages, will not be necessary on the 
E resent occasion, as we shall prove in the following page s, 
eyond the possibility of a doubt, that the Indians are de. 
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scended from a different source. Those, therefore, who 
contend from merely a slight aflSnity of languages, that they 
have discovered the long lost tribes of Israel on the western 
continent, might as well say that the Arabians and Abys- 
sinians are the lost tribes of Israel,. for their languages have 
a very strong affinity with the Hebrew. Were we even 
to allow the affinity of languages in its fullest extent, the 
only legitimate inference Would be, that the languages of 
America are of Oriental origin ; and consequently that 
America was peopled from Asia. 

But the affinity between the Hebrew and the Indian 
languages of America, is so slight and imperceptible that 
we could scarcely be induced, on this ground alone, to be- 
lieve, even the Asiatic origin of the North American In- 
dians. However much the language of the primitive in- 
habitants of the western continent became altered by the 
revolutions which are incident to communities and nations, 
it is not to be presumed, that the original language was to- 
tally extinguished ; some vestiges would still remain, as a 
monument of its original descent. Pere Leveque, who paid 
the strictest attention to the national peculiarities of all the 
tribes of North American Indians among whom he had a 
chance to dwell during his missionary travels in North 
America, has given us much useful information respecting 
the early condition of the Aborigines of this country. Al- 
though his researches are neither so extensive nor so valua- 
ble as those of Charlevoix his countryman, still, it would 
^pear that his travels were not at all confined to the 
French Colony, as was generally the case with the missioii- 
aries of Canada. While he describes the red man in lu9 
original state As minutely and as correctly as any other who 
had gone before him or come after him, his judgment in- 
clines neither to the right, nor to the left, as he had but 
one object in view, which was a fair and an honest state- 
ment of facts, as may easily be seen from his candour and 
impartiality without the slightest prejudice, either for or 
against the race of people whose characteristic he endea- 
vours to delineate. 
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" Nothing can be more absurd,"* says our author, " than 
to "believe for a moment, that the western continent had 
beem peopled by the lost tribes of Israel, or at least that the 
present InvHans of America are the lost Israelites. Adair, 
as every person knows, has assumed an extraordinary and 
singular position on this subject, while he finds, or rather 
pretends to find, an affinity between the Jews and the 
American Indians, in all those respects which can be call- 
ed national. This author is said to have lived forty years 
among the Aborigines of the country, which may be true 
for all we know, but it is certainly true, that few or none 
have gone before, or come after him, who witnessed what 
he witnessed, or viewed the Indians as he viewed them. 
In this assertion, all those who are in the least acquainted 
with the manners and customs of the red men, will, no 
doubt concur with me. Is it not strange, that, after dis- 
covering the Mosiac law, or at least the leading statutes of 
it, he had not also observed a Synagogue ! If he had at 
once the audacity to tell us that he was in the habit of at- 
tending Divine Worship with them on the Sabbath day, 
who could dare deny, but Adair made out his point ! not- 
withstanding this deficiency, our author's book is furnished 
with sufficient evidence to show, that he is himself a most 
superficial observer, or a huge impostor." " // ne lui wp^ 
partefwit que de connaitre la verite^ et de la dire ; sHl etoit 
fascine^ par P esprit de parti, ilne detenoit que f org arte des 
erreuTS.'*^ What influenced Adair to lose his equilibrium 
in weighing so unfairly his observations and arguments, we 
cumot pretend to know. This author, it is true, stands not 
aloQtfJn this theory, but the most of his supporters bear 
witness to him, on whose system they have generally built 
their arguments. If Julius Caesar had been a lover of the 
Jews, or if he felt, in any way, interested in their affairs he 
could equally well have discovered the lost tribes of Israel 
among the ancient Gauls and Britons in his Bellum GalHcum. 
But Cesar was a diffisrent historian, not only from Adair, 



♦Pere Leveque sur Porigine des Aborigenes du nouveau monde, 
p. 58. 
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but many others of our own day, whose religion teaches 
them the profession of truth as this general was, per- 
haps, one of the most candid and impartial historians that 
ever wrote. With regard then nwre particularly to the 
real origin of the North American Indians, I have only to 
say, that we must look to the numerous tribes scattered 
over the dreary regions in the north-east parts of Asia, a« 
their progenitors. And if it be said, that the lost Israelites 
might hwre wandered thither, and thence have migrated to 
America by Beering's Straits, we can reply tint the Jew- 
ish features, so peculiar to that nation, the Hebrew langu- 
age, the Jewisli religion, and the customs of the Jews have 
never been traced among the Aborigines of America." 

Religion, customs, the «hape and size of the body, the 
tinge of skin, and the features of the visage are, as well as 
language indicative of the original connexion of nations. But 
in this view also, the relation between the Indians and tribes 
of Israel, is equally distapt, as will be seen when we de- 
lineate the red Indian in that original state in which he 
was found by the first visiters from Europe. By the dis- 
coveries of Captain Cook in his last voyage, it has been 
established beyond a doubt, that at Kamschatka, in about 
lattitude 66 north, the continents of Asia and America are 
separated by a strait only eighteen miles wide, and that the 
inhabitants on each continent are similar, and frequently 
pass and repass in their canoes, from the one continent to 
the other. It is al&o certain, that during the winter season, 
Beering^s straits are frozen from the one side to the other. 
Captain Williamson, who was lieutenant to Cook in those 
voyages, has also asserted that, from the middle of the chan- 
nel between Kamschatka and America he had discovered 
land on either side. This short distance, therefore, he 
says, should account for the peopling of America from the 
north-east parts of Asia. The same author further asserts, 
that there is a cluster of islands interspersed between the 
two continents ; and that he frequently saw canoes passing 
from one island to the other. From these circumstances 
we may fairly conclude that America was peopled from the 
north-east parts of Asia ; and during our inquiry, we shall 
endeavour to point out facts, which tend to prove the par- 
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ticular tribes in Asia, from whom the North American In- 
dians are directly descended. The Esquimeauz on the 
coast of Labrador are evidently a separate species of men, 
distinct from all the nations of the American continent, in 
language, disposition, and habits of life ; and in aU these re- 
apects, they bear a near resemblance to the Northern Euro- 
peans. Their beards are so thick and large, that it is wiUi 
diffieulty the features of their face can be discovered, while 
all the other Indian tribes of America are particularly dis- 
tfoguished for the want of beards. The North American 
Indians resemble ea^h other, not only in mental and bodily 
frame, but generally in their manners, habits, and customs* 

The Esquimeaux are a very diminutive race ; but the 
other tribes are generally tall, athletic, and well propor- 
tioned. It is believed by many that the Esquimeaux In- 
dians emigrated from the north-west parts of Europe. In 
this belief we are confirmed from several circumstances. 
Low stature and long beards are peculiar to some countries 
in the north-west parts of Europe. 

As early as the ninth century the Norwegians discover- 
ed Greenland, and planted colonies there. The communi- 
cation with that country, after a long interruption, was re- 
newed in the 12th century. Some missionanes, prompted 
by zeal for propagating the Christian faith, ventured to set- 
tle in this frozen region. From them we have learned that 
the north-west coast of Greenland is separated from Ameri- 
ca, but by a very narrow strait, if separated at all ; and that 
the Esquimeaux of America perfectly resemble the Green- 
landers in their aspect, dress, mode of living, and probably 
language. The following passage which we have quoted 
from Senor Juan Perez, will tend in a great measure to 
identify the Esquimeaux as the descendants of the Green- 
landers. Juan Perez, a Spaniard, remained for several 
years in Greenland and on the coasts of Labrador, as mis- 
sionary for the propagation of the Christian religion : 

^^ Los natives de Greenland y los Indios de Labrador 
parecen los mismoi. La identidad no consiste solamente 
en la forma de las personas, que no exceden cinco pies de 
altura, mas tambien en la complexion, que es el color ama- 
rillo. Los Indios de Labrador y los natives de Greenland 

8 
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son carianchos, romos, bezudos, y tengon los ojos y los cft« 
bellos negros. I* lengua de los Esquimeauz no es que mi 
dialecto de aquelia que le habla en Greenland. £sta len- 
gua abunda en largas polisilabas. Las canoas de los doa 
pueblos son construidas de la misma maaera. Adoran am- 
bos al Grande Espiritu con otros inferiores que residen ea 
todas partes. De estas y otras coincidencias que no e* 
posible numener al presente, son conTencido que la tierra 
de Labrador babia sido problada por loa nativos de Green- 
land, antes del arribo de otras naciones.'' 

The inhabitants of Greenland, says Juan Perez, hare a 
striking resemblance to the Esquimeaux, not only in per- 
son, Tvhich seldom exceed five feet, but in complexion , 
which is yellow. The Eaquimeaux and the inhabitants of 
Greenland have broad faces, flat noses, thick lips, with 
black eyes and hair. The language of the Esquimeaux. ia 
no other than a dialect of that language which is spoken in 
Greenland, abounding in polysylls^les of great lengthr 
The canoes used by the Esquimeaux are exactly built of the 
same materials, and in the same form as those oi the Green- 
landers. Both these people have their Great Spirit^ as well 
as several other infenor ones residing, according to their 
belief, in every part of the country. From these and other 
circumstances, continues Juan Perez, I am convinced that 
the Esquimeaux are the descendants of the Greenlanders. 

The coasts of Labrador, on the Atlantic, are inhabited 
by tribes of those people, who have been called Esqui- 
meaux. This name has been given them by the tribes of 
American Indians, from whom they seem to be a people 
entirely different. The name signifies eaters of raw flesh, 
which the Esquimeaux are observed to do frequently. 
These tribes are said to be distinguished from the other 
American Indians by many characteristics. Their colour 
is not that oi copper, but the tawny brown which distin- 
guishes the inhabitants of the more northern parts of Eu- 
rope : They all have beards, and some of them have been 
observed with hair of different colours, some fair and others 
red. These marks by which they are so evidently distin- 
guished from the American Indians, have inclined several 
philosophers to believe that they are of European deseent ; 
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their colour is similar to that of the inhabitants of the north 
of Europe. Their red and fair hair, found in the north of 
£orope, more frequently than in any other part of the 
world ; but above all, their language, which is said to b^ a 
dialect of that fpoken in East Greenland, the inhabitants 
•f which are believed to have emigrated from Europe, seem 
to give this conjecture a considerable appearance of proba- 
bility ; besides, their religious notions are exactly the same 
as those of the Greenlanders. On the whole, it appears ra* 
tional to believe, that the progenitors of all the American 
nations from Cape Horn to the southern limits of Labrador, 
from the similarity of their aspect, colour, language, and 
customs, migrated from the north-east parts of Asia ; and 
that the nations.that inhabit Labrador, Esquimeauz, and the 
parts adjacent,* from their unlikeness to the rest of the 
Americans, and their resemblance to the northern Euro- 
peans, came over from the north-west parts of Europe. 

Such are the most rational conjectures which we have 
been able to form respecting the origin of the Esquimeauz, 
who are evidently a different race from all the other North 
American Indians. It remains now to trace the descent of 
these ctlier tribes, who are bcatt^^icd over that country 
whish extends from Ct-pe Horn to the southern limits of 
Labrador. 

We shall here quote the following passage from Brere- 
wood a very learned author, who paid much attention to 
the present subject, and lived in the time of Glueen Eliza-, 
beth. 

" It is very likely that America received her first inhabi- 
tants, from the east border of Asia ; so it is altogether un- 
like^ that it received them from any other part of all that 
border, save from Tartary. Because, in America there is 
not to be discerned any token or indication at all, of the arts 
or industry of China^ or India^ or Cataia^ or any other ci- 
vil region, along all that border of Asia : But, in their gross 
ignorance of letters, and of arts, in their idolatry, and the 
specialties of it, in their incivility, and many barbarous pro- 
perties, they resemble the old and rude Tartars y above all 
the nations of the earth. Which opinion of mine touching 
the Americans descending from the Tartars, rather than 
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from any other naUon in that border of Arim^ after the near 
Ticinity of Asia to America, this reaaoUi above all others, 
may best establish iCnd persuade ; because it is certain, that 
thitt north-east part of Asia possessed by the Tartars, is, if 
not continent with the west side of America, whicn yet 
remaineth. somewhat doubtful, certainly, and without all 
doubt, the least disjoined by sea, of all that coast of 
Asia, for that those parts of Asia and America^ are conti- 
nent the one with the other, or at most, disjoined but by 
some narrow channel of the ocean, the ravenous and harmful 
beasts, wherewith America is stored, as Bears, Lions, Ti- 
gers, WolveSi Foxes, &c. (which, then, as is likely, men 
would never to their own harm transport out of the one con- 
tinent to the oAer) may import. For from Noah's ark, 
which rested after the deluge, in Asia, all those beasts must 
of necessity fetch their beginning, seeing they would not 

Sroceed by the course of nature, as the imperfect sort of 
ving creatures do, of putrefaction ; or if they might have 
putrefaction for their parentage, or receive their original by 
any other sort of generation) of the earth. Without a special 
procreation of their own kind, then I see no necessity, why 
they should by God's special appointment, be so carefully 
preserved in rfoah's ark (as they were) in time of the de- 
luge. WhereforCi seeing it is certain, that those ravenous 
beasts of Americai are the progeny of those of the same 
kind in Asia, and that men, as is likely, conveyed them not 
(to their own prejudice) from the one continent to the 
other, it carrieth a great liKelyhood and appearance of truth, 
that if they join not together, yet are they near neighbours, 
and but little disjoined the one from the other, for even to this 
day, in the isles of Cuhoj Jamaica^ Hispamola, Burichena^ 
and all the rest, which are so far removed from the firm 
land, that these beasts cannot swim from it to them, the 
Spaniards record, that none of these are found."* 

The portrait painter, Mr. Smibert, who accompanied Dr. 
Berkeley, then Dean of Derry, and afterwards Bishop of 
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Clojne, from Italy to America in 1728, was employed by 
the Grand Duke of Tuscany, while at Florence, to paint 
two or three Siberian Tartars, presented to the Duke by 
the Czar of Russia. This Mr. Smibert, upon his landing 
«t Narraganset Bay with Dr. Berkeley, instantly recogni- 
zed the Indians here to be the same people as the Siberian 
Tartars whose pictures he had taken.* 

The learned traveller Mr. John Bell of Antermony makea 
the following observation. '' From all the accounts I have 
heard and read of the natives of Canada, there is no natioDr 
in the world which they so much resemble as the Tongu- 
aians. The distance between them is not so great as ia - 
commonly imagined." 

Great question, says Mr. Jefferson, has arisen whence 
came those aboriginal inhabitants of America. Discover-^ 
ies, long ago made, were sufficient to show that a passage 
from Europe to America was always practicable, even to 
the imperfect navigation of ancient times. In going from 
Norway to Iceland, from Iceland to Greenland, from Green- 
land to Labrador, the first traject is the widest ; and thia 
having been practised from the earliest times of which we 
have any account of that part of the earth, it is not difficult 
to suppose that the subsequent trajects may have been 
aometimes passed. Again the late discoveries by Captain 
Cook, coasting from Kamskatka to California, have proved 
that, if the two continents of Asia and America be separa- 
ted at all, it is only by a narrow strait. So that from thia 
side also, inhabitants may have passed into America ; and 
the resemblance between the Indians of America and the 
eastern inhabitants of Asia, would induce us to conjecture, 
that the former are the descendants of the latter, or the lat- 
ter of the former ; excepting indeed the Esquimeaux, who, 
from the same circumstance of resemblance, and from the 
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identity of langnage, must be derived from the Green- 
landers, and these probably from some of the northern parts 
of the old continent." 

Dr. Swinton in his learned contributions to ancient uni^ 
versal history y after having examined the theory by which 
the Phenicians are supposed to have been the first colony 
that peopled America, observes, '' that, therefore the 
Americans, in general, were descended from some people, 
who inhabited a country not so far distant from them as 
Egypt and Phenicia, our readers will, as we apprehend 
readily admit. Now, no country can be pitched upon so 
proper and convenient for this purpose as the north eastern 
part of Asia, particularly great Tartary, Siberia, and more 
especially the Peninsula of Kamschatka. That probably 
was the tract through which many Tartarian colonies pass- 
ed into America and peopled the most considerable part of 
the New World." 

The most unequivocal mode, therefore, as we have al- 
ready said, of throwing any satisfactory light on this ob- 
scure subject, is to compare the personal appearance, reli- 
gion and the manners, habits and customs of Indians, with 
those of Asiatic nations ; and when we find a striking si- 
milarity between them, we may fairly conclude, that the 
North American Indians are connected with them, and that 
they are the descendants of those to whom they bear the 
greatest resemblance; 



PERSONS, FEATURES, AND COLOUR OF THE NORTH 
AMERICAN INDIANS. 

The North American Indians, have a striking simi- 
larity in their external appearance. Their bodies though 
slight, are strong^ tall and straight, but this strength is ra- 
ther suited to endure the exercise of the chace, than hard 
labour, by which they are soon consumed. In some na- 
tions it is not uncommon to see the middle stature ; the 
smallest degree of deformity, however, is rarely seen 
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among any of them. The strength of their bodies, the 
extraordinary suppleness of their limbs, and the height 
which they attain may fairly be attributed to liberty and 
exrecise]to which the children are accustomed from their 
earliest youth. 

There is also a conformation of features as well as 
person,' which, more or less characterises them all. The 
fiwje is ix)und, farther removed than that of any other 
people, from an oval shape. Their cheek-bones are a 
little raised, for this peculiarity the men are more distin- 
guished than the women. Their forehead is small : the 
extremity of the ears far from the face ; their lips thick ; 
their noses are generally broad, with wide nostrils ; their 
eyes are black, or of a chesnut colour, small, but capable 
of discerning objects at a great distance; their hair is 
thick and strong, without any tendency to curl ; their 
ears large ; their legs well formed, and the feet small. 
They have little or no beards on the face, which is not 
a natural deficiency, as some travellers have asserted but 
an artificial deprivation, for they carefully eradicate the 
hair from every part of the body, except the head, and 
fhey confined that, in ancient times, to a tuft on the top. 
One great peculiarity in the native Americans is their 
colour, and the identity of it throughout the whole extent 
of the continent, except the coasts of Labrador, as we 
have already mentioned. Their colour is that of cop- 
per ; a colour which, as has been frequently observed, is 
peculiar to the Americans. " They are all," say^ Che- 
valier Pinto, '* of a copper colour, with some diversity of 
shade, not in proportion to their distance from the equa- 
tor, but according to the de^^ree of the elevation of the 
country in which they reside. Those who live in a 
high country are fairer than those in the marshy low 
lands on the coast." It is said, however, and it is pro- 
bable enough, that two small tribes have been lately dis- 
covered in Mexico, who differ considerably from all the 
other Indian nations, in colour and mode of living. We 
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therefore, quote the following article from the Western 
Democrat : 

"It is a fact not generally known, that there do exist 
in the far west at least two small tribes or bands of white 
people. One of these bands is called Mawkeys. They 
reside in Mexico on the south west side of the rocky 
mountains, and between 300 and 600 miles from Santa 
jPe, towards California, and in a valley which makes a 
deep notch into the mountain, surrounded by high and 
impassible ridges, and which can only be entered by a 
narrow pass from the south west They are represent- 
ed by trappers and hunters of the west, known to the 
writer of this, to be men of veracity, as an innocent 
and inoffensive people, who live by agriculture, while 
ihey also aaise a great number of horses and mules, both 
of which are used by them for food. They cultivate 
maize, pumpkins and beans in large quantities. These 
people are frequently depredated upon by their more 
warlike red neighbours, to whom they submit without 
resorting to deadly weapons in order to repel them. Not 
far distant from the Mawkeys, and in the same range of 
country, is another band of the same description, called 
Nabbehoes, a description of either of these tribes will 
answer for both. They have been described to the 
writer by two medi in whose veracity the fullest confi- 
dence may be placed ; they say the men are of the com- 
mon stature, with light flaxen hair, light blue eyes, and 
that their skin is of the most delicate whiteness. One of 
my informants, who saw seven of these people at Safita 
Fe in 1830, in describing the Mawkeys says, * they are as 
much whiter than I am whiter than the darkest Indian in 
the Creek nation,* and my informant was of as good a 
complexion as white men generally are. A trs^per on 
one occasion in a wandering excursion, arrived at a vil- 
lage of the Mawkeys. He was armed with a rifle, a pair 
of belt pistols, knife and tomahawk ; all of whidti- -were 
new to them, and appeared to excite their wonder and 
surprise. After conversing some time by signs, he fired 
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one of the pistols, when the whole j^roup around him 
instantly fell to the ground in the utmost consternation. 
They intreated him not to hurt them and showed in va- 
rious ways that they thoujs^ht him a supernatural bein^. 
He saw vast number of horses and mules about the 
village." 

Being fully convinced that America as well as the 
old continent had been peopled by- different races, and 
at difikrent times, we hesitate not a moment to believe 
that tribes of this description exist in the west ; neither 
do we doubt but several more could be discovered who 
would exhibit a higher degree of civilization, than has 
been witnessed among the red Indians. Asia, no doubt, 
contributed at different periods to tlie peopling of Ameri- 
ca with tribes of different degrees of civilization. The 
Tartars, Siberians and Kamschadales, are of all the 
Asiatic nations with whom travellers are aaiuainled, 
those who bear the greatest resemblance to the North 
American Indians, not only in their manners and cus- 
toms, but also in their features and complexion. The 
Tartars have always been known as a race whose dis- 
position led them rove and wander in quest of conquest 
and plunder. While the present Indians can be iden- 
tified as the descendants of the Tartars or Siberians, and 
when it can be proved beyond a doubt that America 
was inhp' ^d by a more civilized people than the pre- 
sent,/' y fairly be conjectured that the original and 
mo^ lized inhabitants were exterminated by some 
^ olution, which had, very probably, been effect- 

Tartar invasion, similar to that which under 
£han devastated the Chinese empire, and to that 
.lich overwhelmed the Roman empire. But as 
ill hereafter have a more favoural)Je opportunity 
J'lssing this subject in its proper place, we shall 
pass over into Asia, in order to show how far the 
^ ^ns, features and complexion of some Asiatic tribes 
cCiicide with those of the North American Indians. 
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PERSONS, FEATURES, AND COMPLEXION OF THE 
TONGUSI OF SIBERIA, IN ASIA. 

" I Tongusi," says the learned Padre Santini, a native 
of Italy, and a missionaiy in Chinese Tartary and Siberia, 
**sono generalmente, alti, forti flessibili e ben stretti ; cor- 
rono con tanta velocita, che li ho veduto sovente volte 
sopragiungere i piu veloci animali della foresta. La cor- 
pulenza e la deformita di persona sono vizii, che si vedo- 
no rarissime volte fra questa gente, perche dalla loro gio- 
ventu si avvezzano alia caccia e alia guerra," 

Here we are told by Santini, that the Tongusi are gene- 
rally tall, athletic, and straight ; that they run with such 
velocity that he frequently saw them overtake the swift- 
est animal in the forest. Corpulency and deformity of 
person, he says, are blemishes whim are seldom seen 
among them, because, from their youth they are trained to 
the chase and war. 

In speaking of the Coriacks and Kamschadales, Santini 
gives us the following description : 

" I Coriacki di Siberia, I T(»igjsi e i Kamschadali han- 
no, mi sembra, la medesima origine ; poiche, sebbene le 
loro lingue nonsono simili intieramente, nulladimeno han- 
no un legamento radicale, che e si chiara, che bisogna che 
tutte le tre siano stato le figlie della medesima madre. 
La somiglianza della figura del corpo e della fatezza del 
viso, e tanto evidente, che I'identita di stirpe non si puo 
dubitare, come si vedra adesso. H viso e rotundo, le 
mascelle alzate, i labri grassi, gli occhi picoU e neri, la 
fronte non e grande ; I'orechi son ^andi, i denti bianchi e 
i capelli son neri. Gli Indiani dell' America settentrion- 
ale, che aveva veduto a Quebec I'anno 1748 sono della 
stessa stirpe perche hanno il medesimo colore, viso e i loro 
costumi, lingua e religione sono assai somiglianti " 

The Coriacks, Tonguffl, and Kamschadales, says San- 
tini, it seems to me, have had the same origin ; for, al^ 
though their languages are not altogether the same, still 
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their connexion is so radical that they must be mediately 
or immediately the daughters of the same mother. The 
similarity of person and visage is so striking, that the 
identity of person cannot be doubted. Their faces are 
rouid, the cheek bones high, the lips thick, the eyes small 
and black, the forehead small, the ears large, the teeth 
white, and the hair black. 

The Indians of North America, (the same author con- 
tinues,) whom I saw at Quebec in 1748, must be of the 
same origin as the Asiatic tribes I have now described : 
they have the same complexion and visage; and their 
customs, religion, and language are also very similar. 

Of this resemblance in external appearance we are iiil- 
ly convinced ; for, in 1826, two young princes of the 
Tongusi tribe were taken to Rome by two Jesuits, who 
had converted them to the Christian faith in their native 
country. Their complexion, we must acknowledge, was 
fairer than that of the Indians, but, in every other respect, 
there was a singular coincidence. The dihgent antiquary. 
Count Rosetti, who travelled, some years since, in the 
United States, was so perfectly satisfied with their identi- 
ty, that he published, on flie arrival of the young princes 
at Rome, an able article for the Society of Antiquaries, 
proving the Asiatic origin of the North American Indians. 
To confirm his assertions, he brought before the Society 
of Antiquaries the two Asiatic princes and an Indian who 
had accompanied him from America to Italy. During this 
inquiry, some of the most literary men in Italy were pre- 
sent, and among them we observed two or three foreign 
ambassadors. The sameness of people .was ^t once ac- 
knowledged by the society, not only on account of their 
similarity in external appearance, but the affinity of Ian- 
gushes, and the agreement of manners, habits, and cus- 
toms, as was satisfactorily proved from the researches of 
Count Rosetti, and the Jesuit missionaries who had ar- 
rived in Italy from Siberia in Asia. 
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PARTICULARITIES OF THE INDIAN LANGUAGES. 

Although it is generally allowed that all the dialects 
which are spoken in North America, are derived from the 
three primitive languages which we mentioned above, 
still it does not follow that these three are original, or of 
the first institution of languages. The discourse of the 
Indian is so marked with those figurative expressions, for 
which some languages spoken in the north-east parts of 
Asia are particularly noted. Upon this ground alone, 
some persons stood forward to derive the origin of the 
North American Indians from Asia, and this clue should 
be sufiicient without any other proof to satisfy the philo- 
sophic mind, in the absence of a surer giude. The Huron 
language has a copiousness, an enei^, and a sublimity 
perhaps not to be found united in any of the finest lan- 
guages that we know. It has frequently been asserted, 
that those whose native tongue it is, are endowed with an 
elevation of soul, which agrees with the majesty of their 
language. Some have fancied they found in it some sim- 
iUtude with the Hebrew ; others have said that it had the 
same origin as the Greek ; but nothing could be more 
trifling than the proofs they bring forward. Gabriel 
Saghard imagined he had made wonderful discoveries in 
his vocabulary ; James Cartier, and Baron de la Hontan 
were equallv enthusiastic in their researches. These three 
authors took at random some terms, some of which were 
Huron and others Algonquin, signifjdng quite different 
firom what thejbassertra. They pretended firom a simi- 
laritv of sound in a few words, to have discovered a ra- 
dical connexion between the Indian languages and the 
Hebrew. 

The Algonquin language has not so much force as the 
Huron ; but it has more sweetness and elegance, and may 
with great propriety be denominated the Italian of the 
western continent ; for it abounds with vowels, which ren- 
ders it soft, musical, and harmonious. Both the Mgor^ 
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qum and Ae Huron have a richness of expression, a varie- 
ty of turns, a propriety of terms, and a regularity which 
seldom prevails in some of the more cultivated tankages 
of Europe. 

In the Huron all is conjugated; a certain device, 
which cannot be well explained, distinguishes the 
verbs, the nouns, the pronouns, the adverbs, &c. The 
simple verbs have a double conjugation, one absolute, and 
the other reciprocal : the third persons have the two gen- 
ders, for there are but two in these languages ; that is to 
say, the noble and the ignoble gender. As to the num- 
ber and tenses, they have the same differences, as the 
Greek and soj^ languages spoken in the north east of 
Asia ; for in Jmce, to relate travels, they express them- 
selves differently according as it was by land or water. 
The verbs active multiply, as often as there are things 
which fall under action : as the verb which signifies to eat 
varies as there are things to eat. The action is express- 
ed differently in respect to anything that has life, and an 
inanimate thing ; thus, to see a man, and to see a stone, are 
two different verbs ; to make use of a thing that belongs 
to him who uses it, or to him to whom we speak, are also 
two different verbs. 

It may be said, and it is certainly true, that these lan- 
guages from their richness and variety are attended with 
considerable difficulty in learning them, and it is no less 
certain that their poverty and barrenness on the other 
hand, render them equally so. When we speak of their 
poverty and barrenness, we must not be understood as al- 
luding to the steriHty of the languages ; fftr the richness 
or poverty of a language depends on the knowledge or ig- 
norance of the pec^e who speak it. The Indians, for in- 
stance, seldom gave names to things which they did not 
use, or which did not fall under, their senses, so mat when 
Europeans conversed with them on subjects with which 
they were unacquainted, they were naturally in want of 
terms to express their ideas. Even the refined languages 
of Greece and Rome, when we speak of modem inventions 
9 
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and things which were not known in ancient tini*B,'are la- 
bouring under the same disadvantage ; still they are not 
to be pronounced as barren, for it is not to be expected that 
man is to give names to things which he neither saw nor 
heard. In speaking to an Indian in his savage state, con- 
cerning religious worship, heaven and the Deity ,- about 
virtues, vices, and the cultivation of the arts, or other sub- 
jects of our common conversation, nothing could be expect- 
ed but confused ideas ;aBd such a vacuity in his language 
as would require circumlocutions in order to throw any in- 
formation within the compass of his understanding. Such, 
then, is the barrenness of the Indian languages, but as far 
as they have been cultivated, they are fou^to be not only 
rich in expressions but foil of harmony aUmelody. Tra- 
vellers have differed in giving names to the three primi- 
tive languages which are spoken in North America ; they 
fenerally go, however, under the names of the Sious, the 
Turouy and the Algonquin. That of the Hurons is more 
copious and better cultivated than those spoken by the Al- 

Sonquins and Sious, by reason of their having attained a 
igher degree of civilization ; for the Hurons have always 
applied themselves, more than any other tribe, to the culti- 
vation of the land. They have also extended themselves 
much less, which has produced two effects. In' the first 
place, they are better settled, better lodged, and better for- 
tified. Under these circumstances they could more easily 
cultivate the arts, and form fixed rules for their government. 
These would inevitably be the means of supplying 
their language with terms which, otherwise, would never 
have been iira-oduced. In the second place, they became 
more industrious, more dexterous in amnaging their affairs ; 
these improvements Cannot be atti^li^Aed but to a spirit of 
society, which they have preserved better than others. 
Notwithstanding the difference which evidently exists be- 
. (- tween these three primitive languages, it cannot be de- 
itT"' nied, that a radical connexion exists, which is not easily 
perceived but by those who are well versed in them. 
Although we are fully satisfied from several other cir- 
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cumstanpes, as well as the affinity of languages, that the 
NortE Ainerican Indians are descended from the north-east 
parts of Asia, still we do not at all imagine that they are 
descendants of one and the same Asiatic tribe who spoke 
the same langaage. It may appear shigular that there 
should exist such a dissimilarity in the languages which 
the north east Asiatics carried with them to America ; but 
the surprise will at once vanish when we consider that the 
north-east parts of Asia had been peopled by different 
races of men from different parts of Asia. The Highland- 
ers of Scotland, it is well known, are of a different origin 
with their more southern neighbours ; and their language, 
which is likewise radically different, they have preserved 
in its purity, noi^^ithstanding their union by local situation 
and intermarriages. In every part of the new world 
where these Highlanders have made settlements, the Gae- 
lic is spoken as purely almost as it came from the lips of 
Ossiaii ; under similar circumstances, therefore, the In- 
dians have been able to retain the languages of their re- 
spective progenitors. The same can be said of the Irish, 
Germans, and Dutch who have emigrated to America. It 
is not then to be wondered at, that there should exist among 
the Indians three primitive languages, which are very dis- 
tantly connected, although they all came latterly from the 
north-east parts of Asia. 

Here we may quote the following from the learned re- 
searches of Mr. Duponcean, who, in speaking of the 
Indian languages, says ; " If I have shown it to be, at 
least, suflBciently probable, that polysynthetic forms are 
the general characteristic of the American Indian lan- 
guages, I need only refer to Mr. Heckewelder's corres- 
Eondence, to prove that those forms, as exemplified by 
im in the Delaware, are such as I have described them; 
that they are rich, copious, expressive, and, particularly, 
that the greatest order, method, and analogy reign thro* 
them. To endeavour to give better proof of this fact, 
than those which that learned gentleman has given, 
would be a waste of labor and time. Indeed, from the 
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view which he olflfers of the Lenni-Lenape idiom, it 
would rather appear to have been formed by philoso- 
phers in their closets, than by savages in the wilder- 
ness. If it should be asked how this can have happen- 
ed, I can only answer, that I have been ordered to col- 
lect and ascertain facts, not to build theories. There 
remains a great deal yet to be ascertained, before we 
can venture to search into remote causes." 

With regard to the Polysynthetic form or construction, 
the same author thus explains it. 

*' The Polysynthetic construction is that in which the 
greatest number of ideas are comprised in the least num- 
ber of words. This is done prmcipally in two ways. 
1. By a mode of compounding locutions^ which is not 
confined to joining words together, as in the Greek, or 
varying the inflection or termination ol a radical word 
as in most European languages, but by interweaving to- 
gether the most significant sounds or syllables of each 
single word, so as to form a compound that will awaken 
in the mind at once all the ideas singly expressed by 
the words from which they are taken. 2. By an anal- 
agous combination of the various parts of speech, partic- 
ularly by means of the verb, so that its various forms 
and inflections will express not only the principal ac- 
tion, but the greatest possible number of the moral ideas 
and physical objects connected with it, and will com- 
bine itself to the greatest extent with those conceptions 
which are the subject of other parts of speech, and in 
other languages require to be expressed by separate and 
distinct words. Such I take to be the general charac- 
ter of the Indian languages. 

ThesCy then are the declarations of Mr. Du Ponceau 
concerning the Indian languages. 1st. That the Ameri- 
can languages, in general, are rich in words and in 
grammatical forms, and that, in their complicated con- 
struction, the greatest order, method, and regularity pre- 
vail. 2nd. That these complicated forms cSled by him 
Polysynthetic, appear to exist in all those languages from 
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Greenland to Cape Horn. 3rd. That these forms ap- 
pear to diflfer essentially from those of the ancient and 
modem languages of the old hemisphere. 



PARTICULARITIES OF THE ASIATIC LAN- 
GUAGES. 

Santini, after collating the Indian languages with 
those spoken by the Coriacks and Tongusi, gives us the 
following particularities of these Asiatic dialects. 

" Le lingue che si parlano dai Tongusi e i Coriaki di 
Siberia, sono originalmenteuscite daHa rnedesiraa fonte ; 
perche, avendo studiato tutte le due, sono capace di ve- 
dere V affinita ; oltrequesto, ho osservato sovente volte 
che i Tongusi e Coriaki potevano parlare insieme sen- 
za alcuna interpretazione ; e ciascheduno parlava nella 
lingua sua. dueste lingue hanno due generi, uno che 
si applica alP animante, e un altro all' inanimate. I ver- 
bi sono senza numero, e si aumentano secondo la va- 
rieta delle cose che si fanno e si vedono. Per esempio, 
un Coriako non si serve del medesimo verbo, quando 
vuol dire che ha veduto un uccello e un albero. Nella 
medesima maniera, si varia il verbo, quando dice, che 
ha bevuto delP acqua o del vino. II medesimo idioma 
si puo vedere nelle lingue che parlano gli Indiani 
Americani. Padre Chiaratesta, che era restato due an- 
ni in Kamschatka, ha detto e non si puo dubitare le sue 
parole, che quelli dalP altra parte del stretto di Beering, 
comprendevano la lingua dei Kamschadali, e che si ve- 
devano frequentemente passare e ripassare da un conti- 
nente all' altro."* 

The languages which are spcdeen by the Tongusi and 



^Libro secondoi cap. settimo. 
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Coriaks of Siberia, says Santini, have originally spning" 
from the same fountain. Having studied them both, 
the affinity appears to me to be very evident. Besides, 
I frequently observed the Tongusi and the Coriaks con- 
versing together, while each used that language which 
was spoken in his own country. They could not, cer- 
tainly, understand each other easily, from the repetitions, 
gestures, and circumlocutions which I observed during 
their conversation. Both languages have two genders : 
the one is called the noble, and is applied to animate 
things ; and the other the ignoble, of which gender are 
inanimate things. The vert>s are without number, and 
are increased according to the variety and quality of 
the action. For example, a Coriak does not use the 
same verb, when he says he saw a bird or a tree. In the 
same manner the Coriaks alter their verb, when they 
say they drank wine or water. The same idiom, con- 
tinues Santini, is peculiar to some languages which are 
spoken by the North American Indians. Father Chiara- 
testa, who remained two years in Kamschatka, has 
said, and his word should not be doubted, that those 
on the American side of the straits of Beering under- 
stood the language of the Kamschadales, and were seen 
frequently to pass and repass from the one continent to 
the other. 

According to this author, the language of the Kam- 
schadales is not much different from that spoken on the 
other side of Beering's straits. He alludes to the landing 
of Caesar in Britain from Gaul, where the passage be- 
tween Calais and Dover is as wide as that of Beerinff's 
straits in one place, and much more difficult to cross, by 
reason of the cluster of islands that is interspersed in 
this narrow channel between Asia and America. As 
Caesar found the ancient Britons to resemble, in a 
most striking manner, the Gauls whom he had left be- 
hind him on the continent, in their dress, language and 
mode of fighting, so Chiaratesta discovered the Indians 
of America to oe equally similar to the Kamschadales 
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of Asia, in language and dress. ^^Eadem lingtui,^^ he says, 
fsre utAantur at que eodem mode fere vestiiij quamobrenh 
dubitari non potest quin propinquUatibus qffinitatibtisque 
conjuncti sint.^'* From this assertion it would appear, 
that Chiaratesta feels convinced of the sameness of 
people, as he observed them use almost the same lan- 
guage, and dress almost in the same manner. These 
are his very words, and he hesitates not a moment to 
conclude the Asiatic origin of the North American In- 
dians, especially of those whom he met on crossing the 
straits of Beering. 

We are assured by all those travellers who made any 
inquiries after the nature and construction of the lan- 
guages or dialects spoken in the regions of the north-east 
of ^ia, that they partake, in an eminent degree, of the 
idiom of American languages. A most singular coin- 
cidence in the formation of verbs in the Tongusian lan- 
guage is noticed by Abemethy. Nothing can indicate 
more clearly or more decidedly the connexion of the In- 
dian and Asiatic dialects than this circumstance. T^o kill 
a deer and to kill a bear is expressed by the Tongusi 
with two different verbs. To eat flesh and to eat nsh, 
just in the same manner as the American languages vary, 
is likewise expressed by two different verbs. This cir- 
cumstance alone is sufficient to prove their similarity. 

We shall now offer the reader a comparative table of 
the Asiatic and Indian langua^, taken chiefly from Dr. 
Barton, Abemethy, and Santini, where the identity of 
languages is evident at first sight. 



♦Chiaratesta, De terra incognita, p. 96. 
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A COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE INDIAN AND 
ASIATIC LANGUAGES. 



INDIAN. ASIATIC. 

GOD 

Lenni-Lennape, or Delawares, Kitschimanitto, Eamschadales, 

[Kotcham and Kitchi Manoa. 
Algonquins and Chippewas, Kitchi-maniton and Manitoa. 



Onondagas, &c. 



Unippe"v 
, Nioh, 



Semoyads, nooh and nioh. 



Kikkapoos, Kiskek. 
Narragansets, Keeshvk, 



HEAVEN. 



Tartars, Koek, 
Semoyads, Koosoek. 



FATHER. 



Lenni-Lennape, Nooch, 
Chippewas, noosach, noosah, 
Pottawatameh, noosah. 
Miamis, nonsah, nosah 
Algcxiquins, nousce. 
Naudowessies, otahy ottah, 
Darien Indians, tautoh, 
Poconchi, tat. 
Caraibees, baba. 



Semoyads, Niysce, neezee, 
Kamschadales, noeseck. 



Olonetzi, or Fins, tauto. 

Wallachians, tat. 
Tartars on the Jenisea, baba. 



MOTHER. 

Lenni Lennape, Gahowees. Morduani, dwaee. 

Fottawatamen, nanna, Tartars of Casan, ana, anawee. 

Indians of Pennsylvania, j ^ ^ Tartars of Orenburg, ) 

according to W. Penn. j *'*'*«• Siberia, j ''^'^' 

Darien Indians, nannah. Tartars near Tobolsk, ana, 

Tooshetti, nana. 



SON. 

Indians of Penobscot, St. Johns, 
and Naragansets, 



Semoyads, nioma. 

Eamasthini, neem. 
Tongusi, nioman. 



Pottawatameh, sesah, 
Miamis, sheemah. 



BROTHER. 



Tchionski, sezoee, 
Kamschadales, seezomeh. 
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INDUN. ASIATIC. 

HUSBAND. 
Narragansets, wasick. Semoyads, waesacko, 

WIFE. 

Miamis, neeweewah, Tchoukti, neeweegan* 

Fottawattameh^ neowah, Semoyads, neoo* 

CHILD. 

Lomi-Leimape, nitscli, nitschaan, Semoyads, nitschoo. 

Chippewas, bobeloshin. Suanetti, bohsch. 

PiankashawB, pappooz. 
NarragaDsets, pappoos, Kottowi, poop. 

NOSE. 

Algonkins, yaka, Koriaks, keka. 

Acadians, cfUkon. Kamschadales, kaikan. 

Indians of Panobscot and St Johns, keeton, Tongusi, kaiton, 

EYES. 

Chilesey ne. Tcherkessi, ne. 

FOREHEAD. 

Indians of Pennsylvania, hakalu. Tooshetti, haka. 

HAIR. 

Chippewas, lissis^ lissey. Eoriaks, lisseh, 

Toskaroras, u;ooaara. Ostiaks, warras* 

MOUTH. 

Pottawattameh, indoun, Koriaks, andoon, 

Miamis, endonnee. Earassini, ende, 

HAND. 

Lenni-Lennape^ ncJik. Akashini, nak, 

Indians of Pennsylvania, nach, Tongusi, neakka 4* naUa. 

FLESH. 
Siiawnees, mothe Ostiaks, wede, wotee, 

Chippewas, weas, Koriaks, weosi. 
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INDIAN. ' 

Macicanoi, pucakan, 
Chilese, moollhuen. 
Brasilians, iaguu 



Lenni-Lennape, htee. 
Chi) -pc was, michewah. 



BLOOD. 



HEART. 



ASIATIC. 

Tartars, ka/fon, 

Koriaks, moollyomool, 

Dugorri, ioog. 



Taweeguini, heel, 
Tongusi, michewan. 



SUN. 

Chippewas, kesis, kischis. Koifaks, keeaschis, 

Machicanni, keesogh. Kamschadales, kcosan. 

Indians of Penobscot & St. Johns, keesoose, Tartars, kooaisch • 
Indians of New England, kesus, Coreans, kactee. 

Chikasah, /uische, 
Algonkins, kisis, kesis. 

MOON. 

Some Indians of North Carolina, kcshuse. Tongusi, kashoe. 

Indians of Pennsylvania, keahow, 

New Englanders, kesus, 

Miamis, kelsoa, Kamschadales, koolsowah. 

Carabies, noonuni. ' Koriaks, noonoee, 

Nau'Jov/essics, oweeh. Tartars, oee, aee. 



Lenni-Lennape, alank, 
Algonkins, alauj alank, 
Miamis, alangua. 
Shawnees, dJaqua. 



Chippewas, kimmawan. 
. Shawnees, kimmewane. 
Algonkins, kimiowan. 



STAR. 



RAIN. 



Kottowi, alagan, 

Assani, alak. 

Koriaks, agalan, 

Kamschadales, lawkwah 



Lesghis, kema, 

Kamschadales, kemasee, 

Koriaks komoseh. 



Lenni-Lennape, tundew, 
Muskohge, toatka. 
Brasilians, lata. 



FIRE. 



Semoyads, tun, 

Vogouliichi, iaooL 

Koriaks, tatoeh. 
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INDIAN. 

Chippewas, mitUe* 
Mnskoghe, etok, 
Cherakee, aifoh. 



Lenni-Lennape, me-kanne 
Cherakee, heera 
Darien Indians, tsu 



WOOD. 



DOG. 



ASIATIC. ^ 

Semojads, meete. 

Eoriaks^ oottoo. 

Tartars, otook. 



Semoyads, kannak, 

Tchiochonski, koera, 

PumpocoUi, tzee. 



Kartalini, ecka, eck, 
Toogusi, talai. 
Eoriaks, woaateh. 



THERE. 

, ^'Xenni-Lennape, icka, 
''%eQni-Lennape has also, talli. 
Chippewas, woity. 

The first personal pronoun /, {ego in Latin,) 

Lenni-Lennape, ni. Eamschadales^ nieah, 

Chippewas, nee* Eoriaks, neah, 

Miamis, nee, Tongutani, nai, 

Wyandots, dee, Lesghis, dee, 

Maudowessies, meoh, Tchonski, mia, 

Indians of Penobscot & St. Johns, neah, Motouri, ne. 

These sources of information are certainly worthy of 
credit ; for they are distinguished as men of the highest 
veracity, as well as profound judgment and acute imagi- 
nation. It is likewise generally known that no person 
can contract a greater intimacy with barbarous nations, 
than missionanes, who, by the dignity of their sacred of- 
ficQ, the affability of their manners, and their brotherly 
counsel, have always succeeded in endearing themselves 
to the nidest of nations. We have the testimony of other 
travellers, to corroborate the assertions of the learned 
Santini and Chiaratesta, while they endeavour to prove a 
similarity between the Indian languages and those of 
the Tongusi and Coriaks. Hennepin, who travelled 
among the Indians of North America, says, that the Hu- 
iJ^ language partakes in a high degree of the idiom of 
.il^iatic tongues, that it abounds with those figurative 
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expressions, sublimity of thought and sweetness, which 
are so characteristic of some Asiatic languages. Aberne- 
thy collated two hundred Indian words with the Coriack 
language, and the identity is so evident that every per- 
son who is acquainted with the derivation and formation 
of languages, will at once acknowledge the Asiatic ori- 
gin of the Indian languages. 



RELIGION OF THE NORTH AMERICAN 
INDIANS. 

Among the most savage nations in the world, the 
opinion prevails, that there are beings superior to them- 
selves, who manage by their power and wisdom, the af- 
fairs of this world. The religion of the Indians is very 
simple, for it consists of few doctrines and fewer ceremo- 
nies. The Supreme Deity, they call the Great Spirit, 
whose power they believe to be infinite ; to him they as- 
cribe their victories in the field of battle and their suc- 
cess in the chase. They believe also in an inferior 
Spirit, whom they consider as a malevolent being and 
the author of all their misfortunes. They more frequent- 
ly adore him, that he may remove the evils by which 
they are oppressed ; still they are sometimes prompted 
by ^atitude to perform an act of devotion to the Great 
Spirit, that he may continue his favours. They believe 
in a future state, where they are to enjoy in a more com- 
plete manner those pleasures in which they have here 
delighted ; a mild climate, a fertile soil, abounding with 
game, whose flesh never cloys the appetite, nor surfeits 
Dy excess ; the intercourse of all their friends and rela- 
lations, in short, all their temporal enjoyments unmixed 
with any of their troubles. 

The following concise account of the religion of the 
Indians as given by Jarvis, according to Charlevoix may 
not perhaps be unworthy of attention. 
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"But, besides the Supreme Being, they beUeve in an in- 
finite number of subaltern spirits, \rfio are the objects of 
worship. These they divide into good and bad. The 
good spirits are called by the Huions, Okkis, by the AI- 
ffonquins, MatvUous. They suppose them to be the guar- 
dians of men, and that each has his tutelary Deity. In 
fact, every thing in nature has its spirit, though all have not 
the same rank nor the same influence. The animals they 
hunt have their spirits. If they do not understand any 
thing, they immediately say, Uis a spirit. If any man 
performs a remarkable exploit, his tutelary deity is sup- 
posed to be of more than ordinary power. ' 

**Itis remarkable, however, ttiat these tutelary deities 
are not supposed to take men under their protection till 
something has been done to merit the favor. A parent 
who wishes to obtain a guardian spirit for his child, first 
blackens his face, and then causes him to fast for several 
days. During this time it is expected that the spirit will 
reveal himself in a dream ; and on this account, the child 
is ansdously examined every morning with regard to the 
',> visions of the preceding night. Whatever the child hap- 
^^pens to dream of most frequently, even if it happens to be 
the head of a birdj the foot of an animal, or any thing of 
the most worthless nature, becomes the symbol or figure 
under which the Okki reveals himself. With this figure, 
in the conceptions of his votary, the spirit becomes identi- 
fied ; the image is preserved with the greatest care — ^is the 
constant companion on all great important occasions, and 
ttie ecHistant object of consultation and worship."* 

As soon as a child is informed what is the nature or 
form of his protecting deity, he is carefully instructed in 
the obUgations he is under to do him homage — to follow 
his advice communicated in dreams — to deserve bis fa- 
vours —to confide implicitly in his care — and to dread the 
consequences of his displeasure. For this reason, when 
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the Huron or the Iroquois goes to battle, or to the chase, 
the image of his Okhi is as carefiiUy carried with him as 
his arms. At night each one places his guardian idol on 
the Palisades surrounding the camp, with the face turned 
from the quarter to which the warriors, or htinters, are 
about to march. He then prays to it for an hour, as he 
does also in the morning before he continues his course. 
This homage performed, he lies down to rest, and sleeps in 
tranquillity fully persuaded, that his spirit will assume the 
whole duty of keeping guard, and that he has nothing to 
fear for that day. 

L'Abbe' Perrin tells us that they hare also their Priests, 
who are similar to the Druids of the ancients,. These pre- 
tend to have a more intimate correspondence with the 
Deity, than any other mortal. They are, therefore, held 
in the highest estimation, because they can either conci- 
liate the favour of the Great Spirit, or avert the wrath of 
the malevolent or inferior Deity. The Abbe observes, 
that as the Indians seldom engage in the solemnities of re- 
ligion, the priesthood is not a lucrative profession ; by pro- 
fessing, however, the gift of prophecy and the science of 
physic, they are seldom reduced to a state of indigence or 
want. Whenever the cures which they prescribe as phy- 
sicians, prove unsuccessful, they have the policy to as- 
cribe this failure to the evil Spirit, whose wrath, they say, 
is implacable from some motives which they are not allow- 
ed to divulge. 

The only valuable part of their skill consists in their 
knowledge of simples, chiefly salubrious herbs, with which 
their country abounds. We are told by medical men who 
stand high in their profession, that these Indian herbists 
have, to their own knowledge, cured diseases of which 
they despaired. In administering these medicines, the In- 
dians are said to use many ceremonies which are ridicu- 
lous, and sufficiently mysterious to acquire fame and vener- 
ation among the superstitious, especially if the patient re- 
cover, but if he die, the Evil Spuit is blamed. 

The offices of priest, physician, and prophet or conjurer 



NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 107 

are generally hereditary. This belief is inculcated by 
those who profess these sciences ; for they impose on the 
credulity of the people, by tellipg them, that their families 
have been particularly pointed out by the Great Spirit, 
who threatens vengeance against those who might intrude 
on professions so sacred. 

It has seldom or never been observed by travellers, that 
the Indians offered human sacrifices to either of the deities. 
It has, however, been frequently asserted, that when an of- 
fering was made, it consisted generally of a dog ; and this 
took place at no other time, except in the times of calami- 
ty, scarcity, and sickness. Having procured a suitable 
animal, generally a dog, they tie his mouth, without kilK 
ing him, and singe him at the fire. They then affix him 
to a pole with a bundle of beaver skins. When the pole 
is erected, the priest approaches, addresses the Spirit, de- 
precates his wrath, and implores a mitigation of their trou- 
bles. The tribe at the conclusion of his speech shout 
their concurrence. They then leave the dog and the pole, 
never touching them till they rot and fall. This ridicu- 
lous mode of offering a sacrifice was vtdtnessed on many 
occasions among the Hurous by Hennepin, Perrin, and 
several other travellers. 

The Indians have their God of war also, but this 
being is no other than the Great Sfdrit, to whom we 
have already alluded, and who is particularly invoked 
in their war songs. The Hurons call him Areskom^ and 
the Iroquois call him Agreskoui. How he is styled in 
the Algonquin, we have not been able to ascertain. But 
it is somewhat strange, that Ares in the Greek language 
is Mars, or the God of war ; from this it would appear 
that Ares in Greek is the root whence Areskoui of the 
Hurons, and Agreskaue of the Iroquois must have been 
derived. *Although we are not warranted from this 



♦Charlevoix, journal, p. 344. II paroit que dans ces chansons 
(de guerre) on invoque le Dieu de la guerre que les Hurons ap- 
pellent 4r«»i^ttt, et les Iroquois Agresjioue. Je iie sais pas quel 
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similarity alone to pronounce an affinity' between the 
Greek and Indian languages, still it appears probable 
enough that the Greek and Indian terms, for the God of 
war had one common origin, if we allow that the early 
progenitors of the Greeks and Indians might have been 
mtimately allied at some unknown remote period, pre- 
vious to the establishment of colonies in the Grecian 
isles, and long before the arrival of any Asiatic tribe on 
the continent of America. If this opinion be well found- 
ed, and we do not see bow it could be doubted, what- 
ever alterations these languages may have undergone 
in the course of ages, by the multiplication of ideas, and 
consequently of words,, or by the revolutions which the 
languages of civilized nations must undergo, it would 
be very unjust to deny the probability of some affinity 
between the Greek, Hebrew and Indian languages. Al- 
ter the dispersion of Babel, for instance, they might have 
set oflf together in quest of settlements. Notwithstand- 
ing this probability, we are far from believing that the 
Indians are consangfuineously related to those Greeks, 
whose language rose into a fabric of the most exquisite 
and astonishing art, or to any of the tribes of Israel 
whose language was the Hebrew. Ijet us now, how- 
ever, return to the Indian God of war. Before the 
battle and in the height of the engagement, his name is 
the tvcn' cry; upon the march also they often repeat it, by 
way of encouragement to each other, and to implore 
his assistance. L'Abbe Perrin saysj that before an In- 
dian engagement, the warriors raise a most hideous yell, 
with wUch they address their God of battles, looking at 
the same time upwards, as if in the greatest solicitude to 
behold his mightiness in the heavens. 



nom on lui donne dans les langues Algonquines. Mais n'est il 
pas un pen etonnant que dans le mot Grec Ares qui est Ic Mars, 
et le Dieu de la guerre dans tous les payS) ou Ton a suivi la Theo- 
logie d* Homere, on trouve la racine d ou semblent deriver plu- 
sieurs termes de la langae Huronae et Iroquobe qui ont rapport a 
la guerre? 
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L'Abbe' de la Fontaine says, that when they. are 
afraid of being conquered in battle, they send their sup* 
plications also to an evil Spirit, that he may be pleased 
to prevent their utter destruction ; this they do with the 
greatest humility and submission, a«companied with re- 
solutions and promises never to incur his wrath for the 
time to come. De la Fontaine admires and eulogizes 
the sublime language which they make use of on these 
solemn occasions ; he compares their poetical and martial 
ideas to the lofly strains of Ossian, the famous bard of 
the ancient Celts. 



THE RELIGION OF THE TONGUSI, CORIAKS, 
AND KAMSCHADALES. 

The most barbarous nations in the world believe in the 
existence of a being who is superior to themselves. Na« 
ture has never failed to indicate to the human mind, the ex- 
istence of some Deity, who presides over the human race. 
Although man sees not* his superior, yet the various revolu- 
tions which he sees take place around him inculcate the 
idea that there exists a Sovereign Lord, at whose control 
the world revolves. 

The Mahometans, who borrowed their religious notions 
from the Jews and Christians, pretend that they are the 
great supporters of the doctrine of the unity of the Deity. 
Under a pretence of improvement, they impeach both the 
Jew and Christian with a plurality of Deities. But it is 
well known, that the Jews and Christians make the unity 
of the Deity a fundamental doctrine of their religion. From 
these three sects, however, the doctrine of the unity of the 
Deity has been imparted to almost every nation and tribe 
with whom we are acquainted. We do not, however, 
mean to say, that they have been solely the means of pro- 
pagating this doctrine, for we are no less certain, that sev- 
eral niuions with whom we are utterly unacquainted and 
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who never, perhaps, heard of Revelation, entertain ideas 
of one Supreme Deity, with many inferior agents, similar 
to each other. Among those rude nations, the notion of a 
Supreme Being appears to have arisen from the force of 
human reason : the idea of his numerous inferior ministers 
seems to have originated in the imbecility of the human 
ima^nation. Notwithstanding this general belief of the 
unity of the Deity, which prevails almost every where, 
however rude the nation may be, every country has its own 
peculiarities in religion, as well as in their language and 
modes of living. 

In no part of Asia has the fancy multiplied more infe- 
rior Spirits, than in Hindostan. The spiritual agents of 
the Deity are there innumerable, and each of them is rep- 
resented under different aspects; but to enumerate the 
whole would be impossible and superfluous on the pres- 
ent occasion. 

From the researches of the most veracious travellers in 
Asia, we are informed, that of all the Asiatic nations 
whose religious tenets they could ascertain with any accu- 
racy, the Tongusi, Coriaks, and Kamschadales resemble 
most the North American Indians, in their ideas concern- 
ing the Deity. " The Tongusi," says Abernethy, " be- 
lieve in the existence of a Supreme Being, according to 
whose will they shall either conquer or die. They call 
him the God of hosts ^ because on him, they imagine, the 
fate of their warlike expeditions depends. They worship 
likewise an infernal Demons whose attributes are wrath and 
vengeance ; while they invoke him, they are influenced 
solely by fear, lest he may afflict or torment them, for they 
believe that from him all their calamities and misfortunes 
proceed. As to a future state, they are as charitable as the 
UniversaKsty for they cannot bear to hear of a future state 
of torments and damnation. On the other hand, they im- 
agine that they are to enjoy all the pleasures after which 
they aspired in this world. They have their priests, proph- 
ets, and physicians: and their sacrifices consist general- 
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nevolent Deity, who is disposed to favor, rather than tor- 
ment them." 

The Coriaks have a God of war, whose aspect they ima- 
|(ine to be fierce and sour, while terror is in his looks as 
well as in his dress. This Mars of the Romans, and the 
Ares of the Greeks, they call AHoski^ a name which not 
only resembles the Ares of the Greeks, but is almost the 
verv same as the Areskoui of the Hurons of America, an ap- 
pellation which they apply to the same martial Deity. It 
appears rather singular that the same term for the God of 
War should be found in the Coriak of Siberia, the Greek 
and the Huron languages of America. We cannot, how- 
ever, account for this identity of terms, more reasonably 
than we have already done. The Greeks called him AreSj 
either from the destruction and slaughter which he caused ; 
or from the silence which is kept in war, where actions, not 
words, are necessary. This term may, very probably, have 
been derived from the Greek verb airetn, to take away, or 
anairein^ to kill. But from whatever words this name is 
derived, it is certain that those famous names, Areopagus 
and Areopagita^ are derived from Ares. The Areopagus, 
that is, the " hill" or " mountain" of Mars, was a place at 
Athens, according to the- Greek Mythology, in which Mars 
being accused of murder, &c., was forced to defend him- 
self before twelve gods, and wao acquitted by six voices ; 
from which time that place became a court wherein were 
tried capital causes, and the things belonging to religion. 

The Kamschadales, according to Santini, coincide with 
the Coriaks and Tongusi, almost in every point of religion, 
except the offering of sacrifices. They believe in a su- 
preme and benevolent being, whose sole care it is to watch 
over their interests, provided they do not incur the displea- 
sure of the Evil Spirit, who is always disposed to punish 
them when they offend him. 



r 



55? 



112 ORIGIN OF THE 



DRESS AND ORNAMENTS OF THE NORTH 
AMERICAN INDIANS. 

It has always been observed that all the various tribes 
have a close resemblanee in their dress ; that of the North 
American Indians in their original state, consists entirely 
of furs and hides ; one piece is fastened round the waist, 
which reaches the middle of the thigh, and another larger 
piece is thrown over the shoulders. Their stockings are of 
skins, fitted to the shape of the leg ; the seams are orna- 
mented with porcupines' quills ; their shoes are of the 
skin of the deer, elk, or buffalo, dressed for the most part 
with the hair on ; they are made to fasten about the ancles, 
where they have ornaments of brass or tin, about an inch 
long, hung by thongs. The women are all covered from 
the knees upwards. Their shifts cover their body, but 
not the arms. Their petticoats reach from the waist to the 
knees ; and both are of leather. Their shoes and stock- 
ings are not different from those of the men. Those men 
who wish to appear gay, pluck the hair from their heads, 
except a round spot of about two inches diameter on the 
crown of the head; on this are fastened plumes of feathers 
with quills of ivory or silver. The peculiar ornaments of 
this part are the distinguishing marks of the different na- 
tions. They sometimes paint their faces black, but often- 
er red ; they bore their noses and slit their ears, and in both 
they wear various ornaments. The higher ranks of women 
dress their hair sometimes with silver in a peculiar man- 
ner ; they sometimes paint it. They have generally a large 
spot of paint near the ear, on each side of the head, and not 
unfrequently a small spot on the brow. The Indians, it is 
true, have made several improvements in their dresses, 
since they commenced to receive European commodities. 
The picture, however, which we have given, is not so per- 
fect an image of the Indians as the following portrait by the 
Bishop of Meaux : 

^< The colours with which they paint their faces, and the 
grease with which they rub all their bodies, produce the 
same advantages, and, as they fancy, give them the same 
good appearance as prickingi of wnich we shall speak 
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hereafter. The warriors paint themselves when they take 
the field, to intimidate their enemies, perhaps also to hide 
their fear, for we must not think that they are all exempt 
from it. The young people do it to conceal an air of youth, 
or a paleness remaining after some distemper, which may, 
they are apprehensive, be taken for the want of courage : 
they do it also, no doubt, to make them look handsomCi 
but on this occasion the colours are more lively and more 
varied. It is said that they paint the prisoners who are 
going to die, and for what purpose we have not been 
inforlned ; it has been thought, however, by some, that it 
is to adorn the victim, who is to be sacrificedto the God 
of war*. The dead are also painted, in order, no doubt, 
to hide the paleness of death which disfigures them, for 
they are at the same time dressed in their finest robes 
to meet ^he Great Spirit, with whom they are to live for 
ever. 

" The colours which they use on these occasions are the 
same which they employ to dye skins, and they make 
them from certain earths and barks of trees. They are 
not very lively, still they are not easily worn out. The 
men add to this ornament the down of swans or other 
birds, which they strew on their hair, after it has been 
greased, like powder. They add to this feathers of all 
colours and bunches of hair of divers animals, all placed in 
an odd manner. The placing of their hair, sometimes stand- 
ing up like bristles on one side, and flatted on the other, or 
dressed in a thousand different ways, pendants in their ears 
and sometimes in their nostrils, a great shell of porcelain 
hanging about their neck, or in their breast, some crowns 
made of the plumage of scarce birds, the claws, the feet, or 
heads of birds of prey, little horns of roebucks, and innu- 
merable other things constitute their finery. 

" The men, we see, take little pains to adorn any other 
part of the body but their heads, which is just the reverse 
with the women, for they scarcely wear any thing on it. 
They are certainly fond of their hair, and they would con- 
sider themselves disgraced if any part of it was cut off. To 
preserve their hair they grease it often and powder it with 
the dust of spruce bark, and sometimes with vermilUon ; 
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then they wrap it up in the skin of an ed or serpent, in 
the fashion of whiskers which hang down to their waist. 
As to their faces, they are satisfied with tracing some 
lines on ihem with vermillioh or other colours. 

" Their nostrils are never bored, and it is only among 
some nations that they bore their ears ; then they wear 
in them pendants, as do also the men, made of beads of 
porcelain. When they are dressed in all their finery, 
they have robes painted with all sorts of figures, with 
little collars of porcelain, set on without any order or 
symmetry, with a kind of border tolerably worked with 
porcupines' hair, which they paint also with various 
colours. They adorn in the same manner the cradles 
of their children and they load them with all sorts of 
trinkets ; these cradles are made of light wood, and have 
at the upper end one or two semicircles of cedar, that 
they may cover them without touching the head of the 
child. 

" Many men ir;ake various figures all over their bod- 
ies, by pricking themselves, others only in some parts. 
They do nf»t do this merely for ornament, for they find 
also, as it is said, great advantages by this custom. It 
serves greatly to defend them from the cold, renders 
them less sensible of the other injuries of the air, and 
frees them from the persecution of the Gnats. But it is 
only in countries possessed by the English, especially in 
Virginia, that the custom of pricking themselves all over 
the body, is vinr common. In JYeio France the greatest 
part are satisfied with some figures of birds, serpents, or 
other animals, and even of leaves, and such like figures, 
without order or symmetry, but according to every one's 
fancy, often in the face, and sometimes even oh the eye- 
lids. Many women are marked in the parts of the face 
that answer to the jaw-bones, to prevent the tooth-ache. 

" This operation is not painful ill itself. It is per- 
formed in this manner : They begin by tracing on the 
skin, drawn very tight, the ^pxre they intend to make ; 
then they prick little holes 5ose together with the fins 
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of a fish, or with needles, all over these traces, so as to 
draw blood. Then Ihey rub them with charcoal dust, 
and other colours, well ground and powdered. These 
powders sink into the skin, and the colours are never ef- 
fitced ; but soon after the skin swells, and forms a kind 
of scab, accompanied with inflammation. It comn^on- 
ly exciies a fever ; and if the weatlier is too hot, or the 
operation has been carried too fiur, there is hazard of 
Iffe." 

These are the observations of the Bishop of Meaur, 
who travelled in North America, at the request of the 
dueen of France. 



DRESS AND ORNAMENTS OF THE TONGU. 
SI, CORUKS, AND KAMSCHADALES. 

" The Tongusi, Coriaks, Kamscbadales, and other 
tribes in the north-east parts of Asia," says Abernethy, 
" are differently attired from what they were a century 
ago. Like every other rude nation in their original 
state, they covered themselves with furs and hides like 
the shepherds of Spain and Italy, the upper garment 
consisted of one piece, with a hood and sleeves ; it bears 
also some resemblance to the dress of Capuchin Monks, 
though not so long, for it reaches not finther than the 
knee. From the knee downwards, they are covered 
with leggins of deer or buffalo skin ; their shoes also 
are made of the same. These robes were formerly dress- 
ed with the hair on, but the Tongusi especially, and the 
Coriaks, have made themselves so well acquainted with 
the art of tanning, that hair is not seen in any part of 
their dress, except the hood, the neck, and the cuffii of 
the sleeves of the upper garment. The tanned covering is 
generally painted with considerable taste. The figures 
represent tnose animals which have been chosen by each 
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tribe as their distinffuishiM marks. In the summer 
season, they wear a kind of petticoat round the waist 
which comes down to the knees ; it is made of coarse 
linen or cotton, which they manufacture themselves. At 
this time they paint their bodies with a variety of col- 
ours. The process of thus adorning themselves, con- 
sists of pricking those parts of the body which are not 
covered, and rubbing th«m over wiih different colours. 

" The warriors paint their faces that they may ap- 
pear more warlike. Others who are not engaged in hos- 
tilities do the same, because, I suppose, they imagine 
they look more handsome. 

" They take great pains to dress their hair, which is 
generally long and oily, by reason of being smeared with 
grease. The pendants in their ears and nostrils are 
usually shells which are painted on one side with a red 
and on the other with a blue colour ; but they never 
consider thetnselvesin their full uniform without a crown 
made of the plumage of a bird called the rotoo. Their 
women may be said to follow the same practices, al- 
though they pay very little.attention to the hair." 

<* The inhabitants of Karaschatka," the same author 
continues, " have preserved their ancient dress better 
than any of their neighbouring tribes, because, although 
they are tributary to the Riissian empire, they are far- 
ther removed from civilized society : without alluding 
particularly to their dress, I have only to say, that they 
were anciently clad in the same manner, as the Coriaks 
and Tongusi, notwithstanding the difference which has 
been effected by the novelty of the fashions (rf modem 
times. 

Santini says almost the same : " Cluanto air abito dei 
Tongrusi, eglino e tutte le altre nazioni barbare hanno 
quasi il medesimo vestito, che consistedellepelle di bes- 
tie fiere. Q,uest' abito e semplicemente accomodate al 
corpo, o adornato <;on omamenti secondo il grado di ci- 
vilizazione fra quella gente. I Tongusi andavano, una 
volta, vestiti in pelli ; depingevano il corpo e la faccia 
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con diffisrenti colori. Pertaggiavano il naso e gli ore- 
chii, dove si impicavano dei nichii coloriti. Hanno uiui 
corona jfiitta delle piume dei piu belli e rari uccellij 
specialmente i payoni. Ogni parte del lore vestito era 
abellato colle penne del porco spinoso. Le lore scarpe 
per WnTemo sono due piedi di lunghezza : soh fatte per 
camminare suUa neve ; la lore figura e ovale : con ques- 
to fanno lungi viaggii ; sono leggieri perche il suolo di 
queste scarpe e composto d' una rete di cordicelle che 
son fiitte della pelle di qualche animale." 

Santini tells us here that the dress of every barbarous 
nation as well as that of the Tongusi is generally made 
6f the skin of wild beasts. This dress is simply fitted 
to the form and shape of the body, or it is adorned with 
various ornaments according to the degree of civiliza- 
tion which these nations have arrived at. The Tongii- 
si in their original state of barbarity were dressed in 
skins ; they painted their bodies and faces with various 
colours ; they bored their noses and ears whence hanff 
coloured shells. For their head covering they had 
crowns made of the skin of a young deer, ornamented 
with the plumage of rare birds, especially the peacock. 
Every part of their dress was embellished with coloured 
porcupine quills : they had shoes particularly suited for 
the winter, in order to traverse the snowy plains more 
easily; their length was about two feet From the 
lightness and structure of these shoes they were able to 
perform long journies. The soles consisted of a net 
made of strings of a raw hide. 

The Asiatic snow shoes are to be seen in the museum 
of St Ignatius's college at Rome ; for Santini took sev- 
eral pair of them with nim from Siberia. La Perouse and 
Ziisaeps found the snow shoe in Tartary. Count Buona- 
ventura ohserves how serviceable they are to the Sibe- 
rians. Rosetti has a pair of them in his collection of an- 
^Kfaaiies; these he found amon^ the Hurons of North 
America. Rosetti compared his Indian dress, in which he 
appeared once at a masquerade ball at Rome, with the 



118 OBiem OF paE 

diesses of the two Tongusian princes^ the converts of San- 
tini, and the resemblance was striking. 

Santini, in speaking of the shirts wnich are introduced 
b the modem dress of the Tongusi, makes the following 
observation : 

"Ho sempre osservato, chei Tongusi, almeno la mag- 

fior parte degU uomini, hanno due camicie neir abito mo- 
erno, una che sta sempre presso alia pelle, e un' altra co- 
pre il primo vestimento. La raggione di questo costume 
non conosco, nulladimeno alcuni mi hanno detto che era 
originato d' un motive di vanita." 

According to Santini, the Tonj^usi, in their modern dress, 
wear two soirts, one next their skin and another over 
iheir waistcoat. How this custom originated he could 
not ascertain ; but he says he was told by some that they 
did it through pride or vanity. 

Those who are acquainted with the manners, habits 
and customs of the North American Indians, must be 
aware of their attachment also to wear a shirt over their 
waistcoat. 



MARRIAGE AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 

None of the North American tribes, however rude, were 
unacquainted with the institution of marriage. They 
generally are contented with one wife, they sometimes 
take two, and seldom more than three. The women are 
under the direction of their fethers in the choice of a hus- 
band, and very seldom express a predilection for any par- 
ticular person. Their courtship is short and simple. The 
lover makes a present, generally of game, to the head of 
that family to which belongs the woman he fencies. Her 
guardian's approbation being obtained, an approbation 
which, if the suitor is an expert hunter, is seldom refused, 
he next makes a present to the woman, and her acceptance 
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«f this signifies her consent The contract is immediate- 
Ij made, and the match concluded. As soon as he choo- 
ses he is admitted to cohabitation ; but the timeof the con* 
summation is always a secret to every one but themselvec 
All this is transacted without ceremony, without even a 
feast The husband generally carries his wife among his 
own relations, where he either returns to the tent which he 
formerly inhabited, or constructs a new one for their own 
use. They sometimes, but seldom, remain with the wife's 
relations. When th e wife is removed, if the game be plen- 
tiful, he gives an entertainment to her relations. 

These contracts are binding no longer than both parties 
are willing. If they do not agree they separate ; the wo- 
man returns to her relations, and, if mey have any chil- 
dren, she takes them along with her ; but after the^ have 
children, a separation very seldom takes place. If a wo 
man be guilty of adultery, and her husband be unwilling 
to divorce her, he cuts her hair which is the highest fe- 
male disgrace. 

On the woman is devolved every domestic charge. She 
erects the tent, procures wood for the fire, manages the 
agricultural affairs, dresses the provisions, catches fish, 
and makes traps for small animals. The husband only em* 
floya himself in the chase. 

When a woman is with child, she works at her ordina- 

S occupations, convinced that work is advantageous both 
r herself and child ; her labour is easy, and sne may be 
seen on the day after her deUvery with her child at her 
back, avoiding none of her former employments. They 
eackle their children till they are at least two years of age. 
Their cradle was anciently a board, to which they laced 
Iheir children, after having wrapped them in furs, to pre* 
serve them in heat This is set down in a comer, or hung 
up in the tent, and without loosening it from its cradle, the 
mother often takes it on her back, and in that manner car- 
ries it about. 

Among the Indians, widows cannot contract a second 
marriage without thb^ consent of those on whom they de- 
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pend, in virtue of the laws of widowhood. If they can 
find no husband for the widow, she finds herself under na 
difficulties ; if she has any sons of an age to support her, 
she may continue in a state of widowhood, without danger 
of ever wanting any thing; if she is willing to marry again, 
she may, and the man she marries becomes the father of 
her children ; he enters into all the rights and obligations 
of the first husband. 

The husband does not weep for his wife, because, ac- 
cording to the savages, tears do not become men ; but this 
IB not general among all nations. The women weep for 
their husbands a ^ear ; they call him without ceasing, and 
fin their village with cries and lamentations, especially at 
the rising and setting of the sun, at noon, in some places 
when they go out to work, and when they return. Mo- 
th«*s do much the same for their children. The chie& 
mourn only six months, and may afterwards marry again. 

La Roche was once entertained in the following man- 
ner, at the nuptials of a Huron chief : 

'^ Next morning the father and his sons proposed to con- 
duct us down the river in their canoes to a certain place, 
where they assured us, we would be entertained with all 
the ancient amusements of the Indians ; because their chief, 
a young man of about 19 years of age, was to take to him- 
self a infe fix)m among the white people. To this propo- 
sal we gave our consent, a small fleet of canoes were 
now riding on the river and waiting our arrival. The 
ladies who accompanied us were at first as timorous as*' 
the mountain shepherd, when first he embarks on the bil- 
lows of a fathomless ocean. They insisted that the In- 
dians should set oft alone for a short distance, before they 
would venture into skiffs so fragile and so apparently in- 
secure. 

" The athletic youths no sooner heard the word starts 
than a well contested race ensued ; a boy of about 14 
years came oflF victorious ; he was the son of him by 
whom we were entertained the night previous to our ex- 
cursion. Having witnessed the extraordinary dexterity 
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which the Indiuis displayed in managing their canoes^ 
the ladies were so satisfied with the/ddll of the Indian 
mariners, that they hesitated not a moment to embark. 

'^ The morning was clear and serene, and the water 
smooth as a sheet of glass. The coimt, in order to ap* 
prise the settlement of our arrival, as they were notified 
the previous night to assemble in a certain'^place on the 
banks of the river, sounded the key bugle, which had a 
charming effect on the water and re-echo^ from hill to 
hill. Soon a vocal concert was commenced by the Y&- 
netian dames, which ravished our ears with die most m»> 
lodious harmony. The paddling oans now stood motion** 
less, as if the Indians were enchanted with the song ; 
but the gentle stream bore us down amid hills and dales. 
Still sweeter were the autumnal strains of the warblers 
of the grove, which cheered the birchen fleet as they pass- 
ed by their choir. As we glided along the verdant banks 
of the murmuring stream, where the varied beauties of 
nature graced the neat cottages which peeped tjirough the 

Sove, we soon observed the favored spot, where the In- 
ans had assembled. A universal che«r pervaded the 
assemblage as we landed. The bride and bridegroom 
stood alone ; she was dressed in silken robes, the dress of 
modem days, for she was a Canadienne, while he in the 
fierceness of ancient times wore the garb of an Indian 
chief. 

" The mountain dew had no sooner gone round than 
the celebration of the nuptials commenced with the toar 
dance. Four songsters or bards were selected from 
iunong them, and two drummers who formed their music- 
al band. As the songs commenced and the drums were 
beaten, the ring was all in motion. The happy couple 
were now in the centre of the ring and performed the 
same motions. Twenty-five couples moved in a circular 
line. Their dance resembled a trotting cheval, while 
that of the squaws is not very unlike a favourite dance 
among the Europeans, called the Hornpipe ; for they 
move onwards and keep their toes and heels alternately 
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close together, without leaping to the cadence of themu* 
sic. After the dance was over, they began to practice 
their national athletic exercises, as if celebrating the 
Olympic games of die Greeks, In running they display- 
ed an extraordhiary agility of limbs. They would, I have 
no doubt, excel the swiftest that ever ran on the Grecian 
sands. In leaping they would not be inferior to Dwme- 
deSy for I saw them leap, with a run, seven and twenty 
feet. But what most astonished us, was their celerity in 
^ning the summit of a very steep hill, almost perpen- 
mcular. The squirrels themselves could scarcely sur- 
pass them in climbing the lofty and branchless pine. Like 
an Arabian charger, they ran at full speed towards the 
river, and stopt instantly at the very brink of an eleva- 
ted bank. When all the performances were ended, they 
sat down on the green turf to feast on the venison which 
the bridegroom mid procured : for it is usual among the 
Indians, mat the bridegroom must furnish on his wedding 
game sufficient to entertain his friends. 

" The mountain dew was circulated in abundance, 
and more enthusiastic cheers than those with which 
they drank the healths of the newly married couple, I 
never witnessed. Having signified our departure after 
dinner, an elderly man, the chief of a tribe, stepped out 
of the ranks and addressed us with a mournful but man- 
ly air, in the following tender manner, which he order- 
ed to be interpreted to us : 

" * Take with you our hearts' warm thanks and bless- 
ings, for you are possessed of liberal and generous souls. 
May the journey of your life be in the sunshine and 
smiles of fortune. May soft breezes waft your bark on a 
smooth sea to your native shore. May your footsteps 
tread on the green grass, and may the violet and the rose 
spring up under your feet whither-soever you go.' 

" We took our leave of the grateful Indians, congratu- 
lating ourselves on our successful adventures. This 
excursion will, I am sure, form a golden subject for 
the conversazioni of Venice ; for Donnabella failed not 
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to depict every scene. In the evening we retired to the 
house of an English gentleman. His elegant cottage 
stood on a lofty cliff which commanded a pleasing pros- 
pect at eventide. When the last ray of the golden li^ht 
was illuminating the west, we took our seat on the side 
of a hill ; here we sat and mused till the pale moon 
broke through the clouds and tipped the waters beneath 
with its soft and silvery Ught, while the forest tops were 
tinged with the light moonshine. Before us opened in 
a contracted view, the dark and lonely woods ; through 
them whispered a gentle breeze, such as the mournml 
echo of some distant flute. Beneath we beheld a ser- 
pentine stream which broke through the shade of a dark 
and distant forest ; on its limpid waters were mirrored 
the silver moon and the celestial orbs. As it greeted 
with a murmuring voice the height whence we gazed, 
and rolled along in the silence of night, to pursue its 
nocturnal course, we were reminded of the journey of 
our life and the time which glides along, never to re- 
turn. The nuptial feast was still continued ou the 
plains beneath, and well might we say with the poet. 

" * Blest are those feasts with simple plenty crown'd. 
Where the rural family aroand, 
Boast of the blessings of the lowly train, 
Which the rich deride and the proud disdain, 
To them more dear, congenial to their hearts, 
One native charm, than all the gloss of art : 
Spontaneous joys, where nature has its play. 
The soul adopts and owns their first bom sway ; 
Lightly they irolic o'er the vacant mind, 
Unenvy'd, unmolested, unconfin'd.' 

" Between the hours of nine and ten we hastened 
home by the light of the moon, to muse on the excur- 
sion of the day and the pleasures of the evening view." 

It appears, therefore, that the Indians have also their 
merriments on occasions of this sort ; although their 
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nmrriages go off morer;<5ommonly without any cere- 
mony. 

There are in all nations some considerable families, 
which cannot marry but among themselves, especially 
among the Algonquins. In general, the stability of mar- 
riages is sacred in this country, and for the most part 
they consider, as a great disorder, those agreements 
which some persons make to live together as long as 
they like, and to separate when they are tired of each 
other. A husband who should forsake his wife, witli- 
out any lawAil cause, must expect many insults from her 
relations ; and a woman who should leave her hus- 
band without beingforced to it by his ill conduct, would 
pass her time still worse. 

Among the Miamis, the husband has a right to cut 
off his wife's nose if she runs away from him; but 
among the Iroquois and the Hurons, they may part by 
consent. This is done without noise, and the parties 
thus separated may marry again. They cannot even 
conceive that there can be any crime in this. " My 
wife and I cannot agree together," said one of jdiem to a 
missionary who endeavoured to make him comprehend 
the indecency of such a separation ", " my neighbour's 
case was the same, we changed wives and we were all 
happy ; for nothing is more reasonable than to make each 
other happy, when it is so cheaply done without wrong- 
ing nny body." Nevertheless, this custom, as we have 
already observed, is looked upon as an abuse, and is not 
ancient, at least among the Iroquois. 

Among some nations of the Indians, treaties of mar- 
riages are carried on by the parents alone. The parties 
interested do not appear at oil ; they give themselves up 
entirely to the will of those on whom they depend ; 
however, the parents come to no conclusion without the 
consent of those who are to be married. 

If a ^irl continues too long without being courted, 
her fanoaly generally contrive to find her a suitor. On 
this occasion they act with a great deal of percaution. 
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In some places the women are not in haste to be mar- 
ried, because they are allowed to make trials of it when 
they can, and the ceremony of marriage only changes 
their condition for the worse. 

In general there is a great deal of modesty observed 
in the behaviour of the young people whilst they treat 
of their marriages ; and they say that it was quite other- 
wise in ancient times. But what is almost incredible, 
although it has been attested by good authors, is, that 
in many places the new married couple are together a 
whole year, living in a perfect continence. This they 
do in order to show that they married for friendship, and 
not to gratify a sensual passion. A yoimg woman, they 
say, would even be pointed at, who should happen to 
be with child the first year of her marriage. 

After this it will be easier to believe what is said of 
the behaviour of the young people during their court- 
ship, in the places where they are allowed to see one 
ainother in private. For though custom allows them to 
hold very private meetings, yet in the greatest danger 
that chastity can be exposed to, and even under the 
veil of night, they say, that nothing passes against the 
rules of the strictest decorum, and that not even a word 
is spoken that can give the least oflfnnce to modesty. 

Although we have already alluded to the ceremonies 
of marriajges, still, perhaps, it may not be improper to 
offer the following observations of a missionary who re- 
sided a long time amongst the Indians : — ^' I find in all 
that has been written oithe preliminaries and ceremonies 
of the marriages of these people, various accounts pro-*! 
ceeding either from the different customs of divers na- 
tions, or from the little care the authors of relations took 
to be wbU informed. The intended husband must make 
presents, and in this, as in every thing else, nothing can 
exceed the discretion with which he behaves, and the 
respectfiil behaviour which he shows to his future 
spouse. In some places the young man is contented to 
go and sit by the side of the young woman in her cabin, 
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and if she suffers it and continue in her place, it is taken 
for her consent, and the marriage is concluded. But in 
the uiidst of this deference and respect, he gives some 
tokens that he will soon be master. In fact among the 
presents she receives, there are some which ouo^ht less 
to be retfarded as marks of friendship, than as symbols 
and notices of the slavery to which she is going to be 
reduced ; such are the collar^ lf!^ch is a long and broad 
band of leather which serves to dpaw burdens, the kettle 
and a Ullet which are carriedrto her cubin. This is to 
let her know, that she is to caQ^y. the burdens, dress the 
provisions, and get wood for nnng. The custom is also 
in some places for her to bring before hand into the cabin, 
where she is to dwell after marriage, all the wood that 
will be wanted next winter-^ n And it is to be observed, 
that in all I have just said, there is no difference be- 
tween the nations, where the women have all tho au- 
thority, and those where thjgr have nothing to do with 
the affairs of government. These same women who are 
in some degree the mistresses of the state, at least for 
form, and who make the principal body of it, when they 
have attained a certain age, and have children in a con- 
dition to make them respectable, are not at all respected 
before this, and are in their domestic affairs the slaves of 
their husbands." 



MAHRIAGE AMONG THE TONGUSI, CORIAKS, AND 
KAMSCHADALES. 

" In the marriage of the Tongnsi," says Abernethy, 
" many ceremonies are used, but the princapal and indis- 
pensable one is, the offering of a plate of com or some 
game to the bride by her intended husband. Among sev- 
eral tribes of the Tongusi, marriage is attended with dan- 
cing, music, and a variety of games and sports which some- 
times continue for seveml days. There are others who 
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do not exhibit any mark of rejoicing on these occasions. 
Among some, the contract is conducted by their parents, 
while othera allow the lovers to choose and come to an 
a^eement They frequently bestow presents on each 
ouer, in order to ascertain each other's minds, for the ac- 
ceptance of these gifts is a sure mark of their consent. The 
husband generally takes, his wife among his own rela- 
tions, where she spends several weeks, and is entertained 
with kindness and hospitality, 

" If the husband be a hunter, which is ^nerally the 
case, for the greater part of them procure their subsistence 
either by hunting or fishing, every domestic charge is de- 
volved on the'vnfe; still there are some who attend to 
agriculture and the rearing of cattle. Nothing can ex- 
ceed the modesty which both the bride and bridegroom as- 
sume on the night they are wedded ; and I have also been 
told that a separation frequently takes lilace a week or 
two after they are married, by reason other desire to live 
four weeks in perfect continence. This, however, is not 
generally true, for I observed that chastity was very often 
violated, amon^ them, before they are legally united. 
Among the Conaks there are many tribes or famiUes who 
never marry but among themselves. Here fhe woman 
signifies her consent by keeping the present which he sends 
her ; if she returns it, he never sends it to another. Al- 
though the women are the slaves of their husbands in the 
domestic afiairs, still they are very much respected 
when they attain a certain age, and they even contribute 
to ■ conduct the affairs of government, under the title of the 
Mistresses of the State. Their contracts of marriage are 
binding no longer than both parties are willing. If a sep- 
aration takes place, the mother takes the children with 
her to her relations ; however, it is not a conimon thing to 
see them separate after they have children." 

Santini tells us that he was once entertained by the 
S[ainschadales at the celebration of the nuptials of a Kam- 
schadalian^^ief. His description of the merry festivities 
corresponds wi& the Olympic games which were observed 
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among the HiiMis' of North America on a similar occa« 
sion : 

^^ Era annunciato fra tutte le famiglie chi apparteneva- 
no al principe, chelenozze delloro principale fossero ce- 
lehrate il giorno seguente. Tutte lesignore e signori del 
paese si apparechiavano all' allegrezza sopra im monte 
vicino al capo della nazione. I<^lla mattina del giorno 
nominato vi era una grande oompagnia nel luogo dove si 
devono radunare. Avevano dei musici e dei cantatori di 
guerra. Danzavano con movimenti circolari. II sposo 
e la sposa stavano nel mezzo e cantavano una canzone per 
la loro futura felicita. Dopo questo comminciavano a 
correre, saltare, e scoccare dei dardi. Questa scena mi ri- 
dusse alia memoria gli esercizii dei Greciantichi. Quest' 
usanza di festeggiamenti ai sposalizii non si trova per tut- 
to questo paese. Soventemeute vanno insieme senza al- 
c\m ceremonio, dopo che si ottene il consenso dei parenti. 
Quando fanno Tamore, che non sara lungo tempo, si rega- 
la qualche cosa dall' uomo alia donna, e I'accettazionedi 
questo e un certo indizio delP approbazione." 

" It was announced," says Santini, " among the rela- 
tions of the prince, that his nuptials were to be celebrated 
the following day. All the damsels and young men, and 
the old of both sexes prepared themselves mr the approach- 
ing festivities. Agreeably to the request, crowds were 
seen repairing to the favored spot, which was the summit 
of a beautiful hill in the immediate vicinity of the residence 
of the chief, the intended spouse. Musicians and singers 
of WOT were there to inspire their minds with mirth and 
sentiments of bravery and heroism. Having formed a 
ring round the wedded couple, who at this tmie sang a 
song for their own future happiness and prosperity, they 
danced and moved in a circular way. The dance was 
then superseded by their athletic exercises, which consist- 
ed in running, leaping, and shooting arrows. The scene 
at once reminded me of the Olympic games of the ancient 
Greeks. These rejoicings and amusements at the mar- 
riages of the Kamschadales are not at all general. In 
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some parts of this country they frequaitly go tog^er 
without any ceremony » if the consent of their parents be 
obtained. Their courtship commonly lasts no longer than 
the time which is consumed in sending a present to the wo- 
man, which, if she accepts of it, is a mark of her approba^* 
tion." 



WAR AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN& 

The youths of these various tribes are much addicted 
to war. While we thus express ourself in the present 
tense, let us be understood as describing the Indian some 
centuries ago. Accustomed to hear the exploits of their 
forefathers related with admiration, they become impatient 
to signahze themselves in the same career. The usual 
avowed causes of war among the Indians, are to secure 
their right of hunting within certain bounds ; to maintain 
their claims to their own territories ; or to avenge the death 
of such of their tribe as may have fallen in former con- 
flicts. 

Every tribe has a band of warriors. This consists of all 
the males of the nation, from 15 years of a^e to 60. 
Their arms are bows and arrows, and a war club. The 
head of this club is about three inches and ahalf in diam- 
eter, with an edge of flint or steel fixed in one side of it. 
Since their intercourse with Europeans, they have sub- 
stituted the musket, for their bows and arrows, and the 
tomahawk for their war club ; to these they have now 
added a scalping knife, and a dagger. These warriors are 
under the command of the war chief. 

When the assembly of chie& and elders have determin- 
ed that war is necessary, they endeavour to persuade the 
warriors to take arms. *^ The bones of our deceased 
countrymen," they say, " lie uncovered ; they cry to us to 
av^fiffe their wrongs ; their spirit must be appeased* The 
invisaUe guardians of our honour inspire us with a res* 
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olution to seek the norderers of our brothers. Let us go 
and devour those by Whom they were slain. Sit not, 
Aeiefore, inactive. Give way to your valour. Anoint 
your hair. Paint your faces. Fill your quivers. MaSce 
ite forests resound with your songs. Console the spirit of 
the dead, and tell them they shall be avenged." 

The warriors immediately raise the war song, and de- 
mand to be led against the enemy. The chief who is to 
be their leader paints himself black : fasts several days and 
avoids all conversation with those of the tribe. By this 
means he hopes to conciliate the favour of the Great 
Spirit and to avert the malevolence of the evil one. He 
carefully observes his dreams, which generally portend 
success. Some people have fancied that this fasting antee 
from a desire to accustom themselves to hunger ; but 
according to their own notions, we are informed, that they 
do it purely from a reli^ous motive. It is no less certain 
also that they esteem their dreams as real oracles and 
notices from heaven. Those Indians who are in any 
trouble of mind, it is said, frequently lie down to sleep in 
order to communicate with these oracles. 

Having fasted the appointed time, he takes a belt of 
wampum in his hand, and addresses his warriors, informing 
them of all the motives for the war, and of the success 
which'the Great Spirit has promised to their arms. He 
thai lays down the belt, and he who takes it up is second 
in command. The chief removes the black paint, and is 
painted red. He sings the war song and makes a devo- 
tional address to the Great Spirit, in v^rhich he is joined by 
all the warriors. They then perform the war dance, and 
concluded with a feast of dogs' flesh. The chief, though 
he has fasted so long, seldom partakes of this feast ; he re- 
counts the valiant actions of himself and his ancestors. 
From this time till their departure on their expedition, 
€Tery day is spent in preparation^ -and every night in 



A hatchet painted red is sent to the nation which they 
are to attack. This is the declaration of vmr ; a dangerous 
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commission, which is ^^enerally discharged by a slavei and 
toften proves fatal to him. 

When the Indians set out on their march, a mat is all 
they take "besides their arms. They maintain themselves 
on their way by hunting. If not near the enemy's coun* 
tfy, they are quite unguarded, separating in small parties 
during the day, for the convenience of hunting ; but taking ^ 
care at night, to return to their camp, which is pitched ■ 
before sunset. By the sun and their knowledge of the 
country, they direct their different routes so well, that 
they never fail of meeting at the appointed place. When 
they have entered the enemy's country, a very differoit 
conduct is observed; circumspection now attends* the 
minutest actions. The game is no longer pursued ; they 
are not even permitted to speak ; they converse by signs ; 
they are sensible that they themselves have much sagacity * 
in discovering an enemy, and they rightly conclude, 
that enemies have no less. The Indians, indeed, possess 
a degree of sagacity, in this respect, which can scarcely 
be conceived by civilized nations. At a very great 
distance, they discover habitations by the smell of the 
fire. They perceive the track of a foot on the smoothest 

trass, and on the hardest substance. From the track they 
iscover, with amazing certainty, the nation, the sex, the 
stature of the person who has passed, and the time that 
has elapsed shice the track was formed. It is not easy to 
avoid an enemy so sagacious. It becomes the great con- 
cern of both parties, therefore, to conceal their own traces 
and discover those of their opponents. For the former 
purpose they use all precautions ; they follow each other 
in a single line, each treading in the footsteps of those be- 
fore him ; while the last carefully conceals their track by 
throwing leaves upon it. If they discover a rivulet ij 
their way, they march in it, the more effectually to dece' 
their enemies. Their precautions increase as they 
proach their adversaries ; they march only during 
night, and during the day form a continual ambuscade.' 
If they succeed in discovering their enemies without 
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themselves }yems discovered^ they immediately hold a 
council, in which they only whisper, and thus plan the 
dreadful scene which is to he acted. Immediately before 
daybreak, at the time when their adversaries are sup- 
posed to be immersed in the soundest sleep, they approach 
them on their hands and knees, till within bow-shot. 
The chief gives a signal ; they start up, and With a hor- 
rid yell discharge their arrows. Taking advantage of 
the confusion, they rush forward, and with their toma- 
hawks complete the carnage. Without some evident 
advantage of this kind, an Indian seldom engages ; for 
he expects no praise for a victory which is purchased 
with the lives of any of his party. 

Having secured the victory, and despatched all who 
would be troublesome to them on their return, they 
make the rest prisoners. They then scalp the dead and 
wounded ; twisting the hair round their left hand and 
setting their foot on the person's neck, with a few strokes 
of the scalping knife, they dexterously separate the scalp 
from the head, and preserve it as a monument of their 
victory. They never dispute about the division of their 
prisoners. He who is apprehensive of being wronged, 
with his tomahawk soon despatches the unhappy cause 
of their contest. They now turn their faces towards 
their own country, and if apprehensive of being pur- 
sued they use the same precautions with which (hey 
advanced. If all these precautions do not conceal them, 
they slay all their prisoners and each taking a separate 
road homewards, they put an effectual stop to the 
searches of an enemy. If they proceed in security, they 
are very careful to watch their prisoners ; who during 
the day are constantly held by some of their conquerors, 

■ during the night are fastened to the ground by the 
3, the legs, and the neck, and cords from all these 
es are held by an Indian, who is instantly awaked 

the smallest motion. The prisoners often during 

night time sing their death song, <' I am going to 
die/' they exclaim, "but will not shrink from the tor- 
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tures inflicted by my enemies. I will die like a warrior, 
and go to join those chiefs who have suffered before 
me." 

When they approach their tents, they announce their 
arrival by different cries. The number of war whoops 
indicate how many prisoners they have taken. The 
number of death cries, indicate how many of their 
companions they have lost. The whole village meets 
them to learn the particulars. They form a line through 
which the prisoners are obliged to pass; and they beat 
thenii with sticks from one end to the other. By a coun- 
cil which is immediately held, their fate is soon deter- 
mined. Those who are condemned to die are delivered 
to the war chief; those who are spared are to be given 
to the chief of the nation. A prisoner is no sooner con- 
demned than he is led to execution. He is bound to 
the stake, while, for the hist time, he sinsrs his death 
song. He is then burned and expires with that ferocious 
courage which distinguishes an Indian warrior. If he 
be a cliief who has given proofe of his prowess in for- 
mer engagements with his enemies, they frequently 
give his fortitude a severe trial, by the infliction of the 
most dreadful torments. Terror finds no place on the 
one hand, nor pity on the other. The victim glories in 
his torments as unequivocal marks of the opinion enter- 
tained of him by his tormentors. He boasts of the vic- 
tories he has obtained over their nation : he enumerates 
the scalps whieh he possesses ; he recapitulates the man- 
ner in which he has treated his prisoners,and reproaches 
them with ignorance in the act of torture. This scene, 
it is said, sometimes continues with little intermission 
for several days, till the prisoner is exhausted, but not 
humbled, expires without a sigh, or till his taunts pro- 
voke his tormentors to frustrate their own designs by 
putting a speedy end to his existence. The tortures 
made use of on these occasions are of various kinds, but 
all of them are such only as a savage heart could con- 
ceive, or a savage hand could inflict^ and that only when 
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Ciompted by that deadly animosity which cannot exist, 
ut among barbarous tribes. 
It is not to be imagmed that these tortures are often in- 
flicted. None ever suffer them but a chief, "who has dis- 
tinguished himself in war. Burning is the general way 
of putting prisoners to death, and but few of them suffer 
even in that manner. A great part are delivered to the 
chief of ttxe nation, and distributed to those who have lost 
tiheir husbands, sons or other relations in the war. They 
are by them generally adopted into their respective 
families ; and if they conduct themselves properly and 
teem contented with their condition, they experience that 
tenderness and regard which belong to those whose places 
they fill. They have no chance of returning to their own 
tribe, for the Indians esteem all who permit themselves 
to be made prisoners as being unworthv of life, and would 
not receive them, could they make their escape. The 
brisoners who are not adopted into some family, are made 
riaves, and are often disposed of to Europeans for spiritu- 
ous liquors ; a custom introduced by the French mission- 
aiies lor the purpose of preventing the torturing of pris- 
oners of war. 

The animosity of savages is hereditary, and can seldom 
be extinguished ; when peace becomes necessary, there- 
fore, it is not easy to bring about the preliminaries. Even 
when an Indian is brought to the last extremity, he will 
seldom confess that peace is necessary for him ; he tries 
to show that it is the interest of his adversary ; and gen- 
erally employs a mediator who is a friend to bolh parties. 
A few of the most respectable heads of the tribe, attend- 
ed by those chiefs who have undertaken to be mediators, 
proceed to that nation with which they are to treat. Be- 
fere them is carried the pipe of peace, a sacred symbol, 
the rights of which no Indian will presume to violate. 
This pipe is about four feet long ; its bowl is of red mar- 
ble ; its stem of T^ood, adorned with feathers, and painted 
with hieroglyphics. From the variety of tfiese ornaments 
an Indian can immediately judge to what nation it be- 



^\.- 



NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 136 

longs. Having reached the encampment of the hostile 
nation, an inferior chief fills the pipe of peace, with 
tobacco ; and having lighted it, presents it first to heaven, 
then to earth, and, lastly, in a circle to all parts of the 
horizon ; thereby invoking all the spirits that dwell in 
hoavep, in earth and air, to be present at the treaty. He 
next presents it to the hereditary chief, who takes a few 
qaifky blowing the smoke, first towards heaven, and then 
around him towards the earth. In their turns, it is pre- 
sent*^ to all the chiefs in gradations, none presuming 
to touch it but with their lips. A council is immediately 
held, and if the parties agree, a red hatchet is buried as 
a symbol of the promised oblivion of their animosity. A 
belt made of a kind of shells, co^iimonly called a belt of 
wampum, is made use of on this occasion ; and, by the 
arrangement of the shells, records to posterity every 
stipulation of the treaty. 

With this account, which is given us in an eminent 
Geography, the following observations by the Bishop 
of Meaux, are concordant : 

<< As soon as all the warriors are embarked, the canoes 
at first go a little way and range themselves close together 
upon a line ; then the chief rises up, and holding a Chichii' 
coue in his hand, he thunders out his song of war, and his 
soldiers answer him by a treble Hey drawn with all their 
strength from the bottom of their breasts. The elders and 
chiefs of the council who remain on the shore, exhort the 
warriors to behave well, and especially not to suffer them- 
selves to be surprised. Of all the advices that can be giv- 
en to a savage, this is the most necessary. This exhorta- 
tion does not interrupt the chief who continues singing. 
Lastly the warriors conjure their relations and friends not to 
forget them, j Then sending forth all together hideous bowl- 
ings, they set off* directly, and row with such speed that 
they are soon out of sight. 

^' The Hurons and the Iroquois do not use the Chichicoue, 
but they give them to their prisoners ; so that these instru- 
ments^ which among others is an instrument of war^ seem 
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among them to be a mark of slavery. The warriors seldom 
make any short marches, especially when the troop is nu- 
merous ; but on the other hand, they take presages from 
every thing ; and the jugglers, whose business it is to ex- 
plain them, hasten or retard their march at their pleasure. 
Whilst they are not in a suspected country, they take no 
precaution, and frequently one shall scarce find two or three 
warriors together,, each taking his own way to hunt; but 
how far soever they stray from the route, they all return 
punctually to the place, and at the hour appointed for their 
rendezvous. They encamp a long time before sunset, and 
commonly they leave before the camp a large space sur- 
rounded with palisades, or rather a sort of lattice, on which 
they place their Manitaus^ turned towards the place they 
are going to. They invoke them for an hour, and they do 
the same every morning before they decamp. After this 
they think they have nothing to fear, they suppose that the 
spirits take upon them to be sentinels, and all the army 
sleeps quietly under their supposed safeguard Experience 
does not undeceive these barbarians, nor bring them out of 
their presumptuous confidence. It has its source in an in- 
dolence and laziness which nothing can conquer. Every 
one is an enemy in the way of the warriors, but neverthe- 
less, if they meet any of their allies, or any parties nearly 
equal in force of people, with whom they have no quarrel, 
they make friendship with each other. If the allies they 
meet are at war with the same enemy, the chief of the 
strongest party, or of that which took up arms first, gives 
some scalps to the other, which they are always provided 
with for these occasions, and says to him, '' You have done 
your business y" that is to say, *' you have fulfilled your 
engagement, your honor is safe, you may return home." 
But this is to be understood when the meeting is accident- 
al, when they have not appointed them, and when they 
have no occasion for a reinforcement. When they are just 
entering on an enemy's country, they stop for a ceremony 
which is somewhat singular. 

" At night they make a great feast, after which they lie 
down ; as soon as they are awake, those who have had any 
dreams go from fire to fire, singing their song of death, 
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with whieh they intermix their dreams in an enigmatical 
manner. Erery one racks his brains to guess them, and if 
nobody can do it, those who have dreamt are at liberty to 
return home. This gives a fine opportunity to cowards. 
Then they make new invocations to the Spirits ; they ani- 
mate each other more than ever to do wonders ; they swear 
to assist each other, and then they renew their march ; and 
if they come thither by water, they quit their canoes, which 
thej hide very carefully. If every thing was observed 
that is prescribed on these occasions, it would be difficult 
to surprise a party of war that is entered into an enemy's 
country. They ought to make no more fires, no more cries, 
nor hunt any more, nor even speak to each other but by 
signs. But these laws are sometimes violated. Every sav- 
age is bom presumptuous, and incapable of the least re- 
straint. They seldom neglect, however, to send out every 
evening some rangers, who consume two or three hours in 
looking round the country ; if they have seen nothing they 
go to sleep quietly, and they leave the guard of the camp 
again to the Manitous. 

" As soon as they have discovered an enemy, they send 
out a party to reconnoitre them, and on their report they 
hold a council. The attack is generally made at day-break. 
They suppose the enemy is at this time in their deepest 
. aleep, and all night they lie on their bellies, without stir- 
ring. The approaches are made in the same posture, traw- 
ling on their feet and hands, till they come to the place ; 
then all rise up, the chief gives the signal by a loud cry, to 
which all the troops answer by real bowlings, and they make 
at the same time their first discharge of their arrows ; then, 
without giving the enemy any time to look about, they fall . 
upon them with their clubs. In latter times these people 
have substituted little hatchets instead of these wooden 
head-breaker a y which they call by the same name ; since 
which, their engagements are more bloody. When the 
battle is over, they take the scalps of the dead and the dy- 
ing ; and they never think of making prisoners till the ene- 
my makes no more resistance. 

" If they find their enemy on their guard, or too well in- 
trenched, they retire, if they have time for it ; if not, they 
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take the resolution to fight stoutly, and there is sometimes 
much blood shed on both sides. 

<' The attack of a camp is the image of fury itself, the 
barbarous fierceness of the conquerors, and the despair of 
the vanquished, who know what they must expect if they 
fail into the hands of their enemies, produce on either side 
such efi*>rts as pa«s all description. The appearance of the 
combatants all besmeared with black and red, still increases 
the horror of the fight ; and from this pattern one might 
make a true picture of hell. When the victory is no longer 
doubtful, they directly dispatch all those whom it would 
be troublesome to carry away, and seek only to tire out the 
rest they intended to make prisopers. 

" The savages are naturally intrepid, and notwithstanding 
their brutal fierceness, they yet preserve in the midst of 
action much coolness. Nevertheless they never fight in 
the field, only when they cannot avoid it, their reason is, 
that a victory marked with the blood of the conquerors, is 
not properly a victory, and the glory of a chief consists in 
bringing back all his subjects safe and sound. I have been 
told, that when two enemies who are acquainted, meet in 
the fight, there sometimes passes between them dialogues 
much like that of Homer^s heroes. I do not think this 
happens in the height of engagement ; but it may happen 
that in little rencountres, or perhaps before passing a brook, 
or forcing an entrenchment, they say something by way of 
defiance, or to call to mind some such rencountre. 

*' War is commonly made by a surprise, and it general- 
ly succeeds, for as the savages, very frequently neglect the 
precautions necessary to shun a surprise, so are they active 
and skilful in surprising. On the other hand these people 
have a wonderful talent, I may say, an instinct, to know if 
•ny person has passed any place. On the shortest grass, 
or the hardest ground, even upon stones, they discover 
some traces, and by the way they are turned, by the shape 
of their feet, by the manner they are separated from each 
other, they distinguish, as they say, the footsteps of differ- 
ent nations, and those of men from those of women. I 
thought a long time there was an exaggeration in this mat- 
ter, but the reports of those who have lived long.&mong 
the savages are so unanimous herein, that I see no «Mm to 
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doubt of tbeir shicerity. Till the conquerors are in a 
country of safety, they inarch forward expeditiously, and 
lest the wounded should retard them, they carry them by 
turns on litters, or draw them on sledges in winter. When 
they re-enter their canoes they make their prisoners sing, 
and they practise the same thing when they meet any 
allies ; an honour which costs them a feast who receive it, 
and the unfortunate captives something more than the 
trouble of singing ; for they invite the allies to caress them, 
ind to caress 'the prisoners Js to do them all the mischief 

* they can devise, or to maim them in such a manner that 
they .are lamed for ever ; but there are some chiefs who 
take some care of these wretches, and do not suffer them 
to be too much abused. But nothing is equal to the care 
they take to keep them ; by day they are tied by the neck 
and by the arms to one of the bars of the canoes. When 
they go by land there is always one that holds them ; and 
at night they are stretched upon the earth quite naked; 
some cords fastened to piquets, fixed in the ground, keep 
, their legs, arms, and necks so confined that they cannot 
stir, and some long cords confine also their hands and feet, 
in such a manner that they cannot make the least motion 
without waking the savages who lie on these cords. 

" If among the prisoners there are any, who by their 
wounds are not in a condition to be carried away, they 
bum them directly ; and as this is done in the first heat, 
and when they are in haste to retreat, they are, for the 
most part, more fortunate than the others who are reserved 
for a slower punishment. 

<' In order to leave on the field a mark of their vict6ry, 
the chief of the victonoas party sticks in the ground bis 
fighting club, on which he had taken care to trace the 
mark of his nation, that of his family, and his own picture ; 
that is to say, an Oval, with all the figures he had in his 
face. Others painted all these marks on the trunk of a 

. tree, or on a piece of bark, with charcoal pounded and 
rubbed, mixed with some colours. They add some hiero- 
glyphic characters, by means of which, those who pass by 
may know even the minutest circumstances, not only of 

. the aetion, but also of the whole transactkiDs of the cam- 
paign. They know the chief of the party by all the marks 
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among the Hioons' of North America on a sdimlar occa« 
son : 

^ Era annunciatQ fra tutte le fam^lie chi apparteneva- 
no al principe, che l&nozze del loro principale fossero ce- 
lebrate il giorno seguente. Tutte lesignore e signori del 
paese si apparechiavano all' allegrezza sopra im monte 
vicino al capo della nazione. mlla mattina del giorno 
nominato vi era una grande compagnia nel luogo dove si 
devono radunare. Avevano dei musid e del cantatori di 
guerra. Danzavano con movimenti circolari, II sposo 
e la sposa stavano nel mezzo e cantavano una canzone per 
la loro futura felicita. Dopo questo comminciavano a 
correre, saltare, e scoccare dei dardi. Questa scena mi ri- 
dusse alia memoria gli esercizii dei Greciantichi. Quest' 
usanza di festeggiamenti ai sposalizii non si trova per tut- 
to questo paese. Soventemeute vanno insieme senza al- 
cun ceremonio, dopo che si ottene il consenso dei parenti. 
Quando fanno I'amore, che non sara lungo tempo, si rega- 
la qualche cosa dalP uomo alia donna, e I'accettazione di 
questo e un certo indizio delP approbazione." 

" It was announced," says Santini, " among the rela- 
tions of the prince, that his nuptials were to be celebrated 
the following day. All the damsels and young men, and 
the old of both sexes prepared themselves for the approach- 
ing festivities. Agreeably to the request, crowds were 
seen repairing to the favored spot, which was the summit 
of a beautiful hill in the immediate vicinity of the residence 
of the chief, the intended spouse. Musicians and singers 
qftoar were there to inspire their minds with mirth and 
sentiments of bravery and heroism. Having formed a 
ring round the wedded couple, who at this time sang a 
song for their own future happiness and prosperity, they 
danced and moved in a drcular way. The dance was 
then superseded by their athletic exercises, which consist- 
ed in running, leaping, and shooting arrows. The scene 
at once reminded me of the Olympic games of the ancient 
Greeks. These rejoicings and amusements at the mar- 
riages of the Kamschadales are not at all general. In 
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some parts of this country they frequeiiily go tog^er 
without anyceremony, if the consent of their parents be 
obtained. Their courtship commonly lasts no longer than 
the time which is consumed in sending a present to the wo- 
man, which, if she accepts of it, is a mark of her approba^ 
tion/' 



WAR AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANa 

The youths of these various tribes are much addict^ 
to war. While we thus express ourself in the present 
tense, let us be imderstood as describing the Indian some 
centuries ago. Accustomed to hear the exploits of their 
forefathers related with admiration, they become impatient 
to signalize themselves in the same career. The usual 
avowed causes of war among the Indians, are to secure 
their right of hunting within certain bounds; to maintain 
their claims to their own territories ; or to avenge the death 
of such of their tribe as may have fallen in former con- 
flicts. 

Every tribe has a band of warriors. This consists of all 
the males of the nation, from 15 years of a^e to 60. 
Their arms are bows and arrows, and a war club. The 
head of this club is about three inches and ahalf in diam- 
eter, with an edge of flint or steel fixed in one side of it. 
Since their intercourse with Europeans, they have sub- 
stituted the musket, for their bows and arrows, and the 
tomahawk for their war club ; to these they have now 
added a scalping knife, and a da^^er. These warriors are 
under the command of the war chief. 

When the assembly of chiefi and elders have determin- 
ed that war is necessary, they endeavour to persuade the 
warriors to take arms. *^ The bones of our deceased 
countrymen,*' they say, '* lie uncovered ; they cry to us to 
avenge their wrongs ; their spirit must be appeased The 
iBviaiUe guardians of our honour inspire us with a xesh 
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the elbows wifb a cord, the end of which is held by the 
warriors, and they sing without ceasing their death song to 
the sound of the Chichicoue, 

<' This song has something mournful and haughty at the 
same time ; and the captive has nothing of the air of a man 
who suffers, and that is vanquished. This is pretty near the 
sense of these songs : — " I am brave andmtrepid ; I do noi 
fear death nor any kind of tortures ; those who fear them are 
cowards ; they are less than women ; life is nothing without 
courage ; may my enemies he confounded with despair and rage; 
Oh ! that I could devour them and drink their blood to the last 
drop.^^ From time to time they stop them ; the people gather 
round them and dance ; they seem to do it with a good 
will ; they relate the finest actions of their lives ; they name 
all those they have killed or burnt ; and they make par- 
ticular mention of those for whom the people present are 
concerned ; one would say that they only seek to animate 
more and more against them the masters of their fate. In 
fact, these boastiugs make those who hear them quite 
furious, and they pay dear for their vanity : but by the 
most cruel treatment, one would say, that they take a 
pleasure in being tormented. 

" Sometimes they oblige the prisoners to run through 
two rauks of savages, armed with stones and sticks, who 
fall upon them as if they would knock them in the head at 
the first blow ; yet it never happens that they kill them ; 
so much care do they take, even when they seem to strike 
at random, that their hand, which is guided by fury alone, 
does not touch any part that would endanger life. In this 
march every one has a right to torment them. They are 
indeed allowed to defend themselves ; but they would, if 
they were to attempt it, soon be overpowered. As soon as 
they are arrived at the village, thej^jM^ them from cabin 
to cabin, and every where they mPP them pay their 
welcome. In one place they pull offdne of their nails, in 
another place they bite off one of their fingers, or cut it off 
with a bad knife which cuts like a saw. An old man tears 
their fiesh to the very bone ; a child with an awl wounds 
them where he can ; a woman whips them without mercy, 
till she is so tired that she cannot lift her hand ; but none of 
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commission, which is ^nerally discharged by a slavCi and 
k)fteD proves fatal to him. 

When the Indians set out on their march, a mat is all 
ttey take "besides their arms. They maintain themselves 
on their way by hunting. If not near the enemy's coun- 
try, they are quite unguarded, separating in small parties 
during the day, for the convenience of hunting ; but taking ^ 
care at night, to return to their camp, which is pitchea B 
before sunset. By the sun and their knowledge of the 
country, they direct their different routes so well, that 
they never fail of meeting at the appointed place. When 
they have entered the enemy's country, a very differoit 
conduct is observed; circumspection now att5nd» the 
minutest actions. The game is no longer pursued ; they 
are not even permitted to speak ; they converse by signs ; 
they are sensible that they themselves have much sagacity ^ 
in discovering an enemy, and they rightly conclude, , 
that enemies have no less. The Indians, indeed, possess 
a degree of sagacity, in this respect, which can scarcely 
be conceived by civilized nations. At a very great 
distance, they discover habitations by the smell of the 
fire. They perceive the track of a foot on the smoothest 

trass, and on the hardest substance. From the track they 
iscover, with amazing certainty, the nation, the sex, the 
stature of the person who has passed, and the time that 
has elapsed since the track was formed. It is not easy to 
avoid an enemy so sagacious. It becomes the great con- 
cern of both parties, therefore, to conceal their own traces 
and discover those of their opponents. For the former 
purpose they use all precautions ; tiiey follow each other 
in a single line, each treading in the footsteps of those be- 
fore him ; while the last carefully conceals their track by 
throwing leaves upon it. If they discover a rivulet": 
their way, they march in it, the more effectually to dece' 
their enemies. Their precautions increase as they 
proach their adversaries ; they march only during 
night, and during the day form a continual ambuscade.'' 
If they succeed" in discovering their enemies without 
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themselves bein^ discovered^ they immediately hold a 
council, in which they only whisper, and thus plan the 
dreadful scene which is to be acted. Immediately before 
daybreak, at the time when their adversaries are sup- 
posed to be immersed in the soundest sleep, they approach 
ihem on their hands and knees, till within bow-shot. 
The chief gives a signal ; they start up, and With a hor- 
rid yell discharge their arrows. Taking advantage of 
the confusion, they rush forward, and with their toma- 
hawks complete the carnage. Without some evident 
advantage of this kind, an Indian seldom engages ; for 
he expects no praise for a victory which is purchased 
with the lives of any of his party. 

Having secured the victory, and despatched all who 
would be troublesome to them on their return, they 
make the rest prisoners. They then scalp the dead and 
wounded ; twisting the hair round their left hand and 
setting their foot on the person's neck, with a few strokes 
of the scalping knife, they dexterously separate the scalp 
from the heaa, and preserve it as a monument of their 
victory. They never dispute about the division of their 
prisoners. He who is apprehensive of being wronged, 
with his tomahawk soon despatches the unhappy cause 
of their contest. They now turn their faces towards 
their own country, and if apprehensive of being pur- 
sued they use the same precautions with which ihey 
advanced. If all these precautions do not conceal them, 
they slay all their prisoners and each taking a separate 
road homewards, they put an effectual stop to the 
searches of an enemy. If they proceed in security, they 
are very careful to watch their prisoners ; who during 
the day are constantly held by some of their conquerors, 
" during the night are fastened to the ground by the 
5, the legs, and the neck, and cords from all these 
'.es are held by an Indian, who is instantly awaked 
^ the smallest motion. The prisoners often during 
the night time sing their death song. «' I am going to 
die/' they exclaim, «»but will not shrink from the tor- 
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tures inflicted by my enemies. I will die like a warrior, 
and go to join those chiefs who have suffered before 
me." 

When they approach their tents, they announce their 
arrival by different cries. The number of war whoops 
indicate how many prisoners they have taken. The 
number of death cries, indicate how many of their 
companions they have lost. The whole village meets 
them to learn the particulars. They form a line through 
\yhich the prisoners are obliged to pass; and they beat 
them with sticks from one end to the other. By a coun- 
cil which is immediately held, their fate is soon deter- 
mined. Those who are condemned to die are delivered 
to the war chief; tliose who are spared are to be given 
to the chief of the nation. A prisoner is no sooner con- 
demned than he is led to execution. He is bound to 
the stake, while, for the last time, he sines his death 
song. He is then burned and expires with that ferocious 
courage whicli distinguishes an Indian warrior. If he 
be a chief who has given proofs of his prowess in for- 
mer engagements with his enemies, they frequently 
give his fortitude a severe trial, by the infliction of the 
most dreadful torments. Terror finds no place on the 
one hand, nor pity on the other. The victim glories in 
his torments as unequivocal marks of the opinion enter- 
tained of him by his tormentors. He boasts of the vic- 
tories he has obtained over their nation : he enumerates 
the scalps whieh he possesses ; he recapitulates the man- 
ner in which he has treated his prisoners,and reproaches 
them with ignorance in the act of torture. This scene, 
it is said, sometimes continues with little intermission 
for several days, till the prisoner is exhausted, but not 
humbled, expires without a sigh, or till his taunts pro- 
voke his tormentors to frustrate their own designs by 
putting a speedy end to his existence. The tortures 
miade use of on these occasions are of various kinds, but 
all of them are such only as a savage heart could con- 
ceive, or a savage hand could inflict, and that only when 
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Ciompted by that deadly animosity which cannot exist, 
ut among barbarous tribes. 
It is not to be imagmed that these tortures are often in- 
flicted. None ever suffer them but a chief, who has dis- 
tinguished himself in war. Burning is the general way 
of putting prisoners to death, and but few of them suffer 
even in that manner. A great part are delivered to the 
chief of the nation, and distributed to those who have lost 
their husbands, sons or other relations in the war. They 
are by them generally adopted into their respective 
families ; and if they conduct themselves properly and 
teem contented with their condition, they experience that 
tenderness and regard which belong to those whose places 
they fill. They have no chance of returning to their own 
tribe, for the Indians esteem all who permit themselves 
to be made prisoners as being un worthv of life, and would 
not receive them, could they make their escape. The 
prisoners who are not adopted into some family, are made 
riaves, and are often disposed of to Europeans for spiritu- 
ous liquors ; a custom introduced by the French mission- 
aiies K>r the purpose of preventing the torturing of pris- 
oners of war. 

The animosity of savages is hereditary, and can seldom 
be extinguished ; when peace becomes necessary, there- 
fore, it is not easy to brii^ about the preliminaries. Even 
when an Indian is brought to the last extremity, he will 
seldom confess that peace is necessary for him ; he tries 
to show that it is the interest of his adversary ; and gen- 
erally employs a mediator who is a friend to bolh parties. 
A few of the most respectable heads of the tribe, attend- 
ed by those chiefs who have undertaken to be mediators, 
proceed to that nation with which they are to treat. Be- 
fore them is carried the pipe of peace, a sacred symbol, 
the rights of which no Indian will presume to violate. 
This pipe is about four feet long ; its bowl is of red mar- 
ble ; its stem of ^frood, adorned with feathers, and painted 
with hieroglyphics. From the variety of tfiese ornaments 
an Indian can immediately judge to what nation it be- 
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longs. Having reached the encampment of the hostile 
nation, an inferior chief fills the pipe of peace, with 
tobacco ; and having lighted it, presents it first to heaven, 
then to earth, and, lastly, in a circle to all parts of the 
horizon ; thereby invoking all the spirits that dwell in 
hoaven, in earth and air, to be present at the treaty. He 
next presents it to the hereditary chief, who takes a few 
qaifky blowing the smoke, first towards heaven, and then 
around him towards the earth. In their turns, it is pre- 
sent*^ to all the chiefs in gradations, none presuming 
to touch it but with their lips. A council is immediately 
held, and if the parties agree, a red hatchet is buried as 
a symbol of the promised oblivion of their animosity. A 
belt made of a kind of shells, co*7imonly called a belt of 
wampum, is made use of on this occasion ; and, by the 
arrangement of the shells, records to posterity every 
stipulation of the treaty. 

With this account, which is given us in an eminent 
Geography, the following observations by the Bishop 
of Meaux, are concordant : 

'< As soon as all the warriors are embarked, the canoes 
at first go a little way and range themselves close together 
upon a line ; then the chief rises up, and holding a Chichi" 
caue in bis hand, he thunders out his song of war, and his 
soldiers answer him by a treble Hcy drawn with all their 
strength from the bottom of their breasts. The elders and 
chiefs of the council who remain on the shore, exhort the 
warriors to behave well, and especially not to suffer them- 
selves to be surprised. Of all the advices that can be giv- 
en to a savage, this is the most necessary. This exhorta- 
tion does not interrupt the chief who continues singing. 
Lastly the warriors conjure their relations and friends not to 
forget them, j Then sending forth all together hideous bowl- 
ings, they set off* directly, and row with such speed that 
they are soon out of sight. 

^' The Harons and the Iroquois do not use the Chichicoue, 
but they give them to their prisoners ; so that these instru- 
ments^ which among others is an instrument of war^ seem 
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the fact in room of the figure. Although the expressions 
which the Asiatics of Siberia and the North American In- 
dians made use of, when they addressed their prisoners of 
war would in their literal sense induce us to believe that 
cannibalism was common among them on certain occa- 
sions, yet, as we have no better proof than their own al- 
legorical expressions, we must not be rash enough to ac- 
cuse them of such inhumanity. 

**The motives," says Abernethy, " which engage the 
barbarous tribes of north-east Asia to make war, are gen- 
erally trifling, and often founded on some old or new injury. 
Under these circumstances, nations which were once ene- 
mies are seldom at peace with each other. Before they 
set out on any warlike expedition, they must first obtain 
the approbation and sanction of their elders and chie& 
who constitute the council. Among the Yakvisi and 
Okotsiy fasting for several diays is deemed indispensably 
necessary, especially for their chiefs or leaders. Some 
tribes among the Tongusi and Coriaks paint themselves 
black the day before they depart ; this colour, however, is 
changed into red on setting oflF. 

"The chief among the Kamschadales fasts longer than 
the other warriors, and during that time he scarcely con- 
verses with any person, and is besmeared with black. 
This painting themselves with black arises, I suppose, 
from some notions of the death or slaughter which they 
are about to inflict on their enemies. Dreams are also 
carefully observed, and more favourably interpreted, for 
they are generally auspicious omens. After they have 
performed many ridiculous ceremonies, the chief assembles 
his warriors, and tells them that the Ghreat Spirit and the 
spirits of their murdered brethren demand revenge. Hav- 
ing delivered an enthusiastic and figurative speech of no 
great length, in which he reminds them of the bravery 
and heroism of their fathers and of the injuries done them 
and their brethern, they heat water with which they wash 
the black colour from his face. They set his hair in order, 
grease it, and repaint it with red and various other colours. 
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After he is dressed in his finest robes he begins to sing the 
song of death in a low tone. His warriors then who are to 
accompany him, sing one after another their war song; for 
eviery man has his own, which is not to be sung by another. 
Some families have alsp songs peculiar to themselves. 
They now proceed to hear the final decision of the coun- 
cil^ who are for two or three days secluded from society. 
^ * (?o,' says the elders, * and vnpe aicay the blood of your 
brethren ; their bodies are not covered : destroy your 
enemies and eat all your captives. This sentence is re- 
ceived with acclamations, bowlings, and yells, and they 
depart to make a feast, which is called the feast of the dog ; 
for the dogs are generally the only dish. Before the dog 
is put into, the kettle, they offer him to the god of war. 
Sometimes they declare war openly by sending a painted 
tomahawk to their enemies ; and at other times they take 
them by surprise without giving the least notice of* their 
hostile intentions. Among the Coriaks a second feast is 
given by the chief before their departure, to which he in- 
vites all the village. Before they partake of any thing, the 
chief stands up and delivers a longer speech than usual. 
' We have been slain,' says he, ' the bones of our brethren 
remain uncovered, their spirits cry against us, and we 
must satisfy them. The Great Spirit tells us to take re- 
venge. Take therefore courage and dress your hair ; 
paint your faces and fill your quivers.' 

"After this discourse he is applauded with deafening 
yells. He then advances into the midst of the assembly to 
sing with his war club in his hand. The warriors 
swear or promise to follow him and support him till they 
die. They put themselves in the position of fighting, and 
their gestures would almost make one believe that they 
are actually fighting amonff themselves. This they do 
that their chiefs and family may understand their in- 
trepidity and firm resolutions of not flying from the enemy. 
Songs and dances follow these assurances,, and the feast 
puts an end to these ceremonies. 

« The Tongusi, in order to ascertain the courage, pa- 
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tience,and perseverance of their warriors, inflict many in- 
juries and insults on ihe young people who never faced 
an enemy. I'hey first reproach th^m with the names 
of cowards ; they beat them with their clubs, and even 
throw boiling water on them ; and if they show on these 
occasions the least impatience and sensibility, they are 
reckoned as dastards who are not worthy of the name of 
warriors. They carry this practice of trying the young 
men so far tliat it would be too tedious to relate them. 

" When the day of departure is arrived, they are not at 
all void of those tender feelings, which are always found 
among any civilized nation on occasions of this sort 
They give mutual pledges as assurances of a perpetual 
remembrance. At their departure the whole village 
meets at the cabin of the chief^ which is now surrounded 
by warriors. On corning out of his cabin, he addresses 
them for the last time. His speech is much the sanne 
as I have already said. After his speech he again sin^ 
the song of death, and they all take their leave of their 
families, friends and relations. 

" Their arms are bows and arrows, a javelin and a 
head-breaker. Their defensive armour consists of the 
hides of buflFaloes and sometimes a coat of pliable sticks, 
woven and pretty well wrought. They have now 
however, substituted swords and muskets for their of- 
fensive weapons and delensive armour, which prove 
more fatal and destructive. 

" The Coriaks have their tutelar deities which they 
carry with them on these expeditions.^ These sym- 
bols under which every one represents his familiar spirit, 
are painted with various colours and carried in sacks. 
When they travel by water they place the sacks which 
contain them, their presents, and other valuable articles, 
in the fore part of their canoes where the chief sits with 
no other intention, I suppose, than that erf honouring him. 

" When they encamp, which is always about sunset, 
they construct tents of mats which they carry along with 
them. During the night they divide their watches af- 
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ter the manner of the Romans. Sometimes, however, 
they all sleep, except two or three on whom they have 
the greatest dependence. But their principal safeguard 
are their deities, whom they imagine to be their surest 
protectors. On the following morning, if they are not 
in any hurry to arrive in the country of their enemies, 
small parties separate into diflFerent directions to hunt, 
and in the evening all return to their camp about the 
same time. Thus they procure their subsistence as they 
go along without being at the trouble of carrying bur- 
dens of provisions. 

" It is generally about day break that they attack their 
enemies, because about this time they imagine that they 
are asleep. The chief gives the signal, and they all 
rush forward, discharging their arrows, and preparing 
their more deadly weapons, their tomahawks. Slaugh- 
ter and destruction are now committed without mercy 
or compassion, and the vanquished frequently undergo 
the painful operation of scalping. 

" In retreating, they use the greatest precaution, by 
inarching forward expeditiously ; and pursuing a differ- 
ent route from what the enemies would suppose. They 
also conceal the marks of their steps by covering them 
with the leaves of the trees. Those who have been ta- 
ken prisoners are doomed to the most cruel treatment, 
much worse than the torments which the Christians en- 
dured from the Pagans. 

" The Yakuts! conduct their prisoners to their villa- 
ges where they are immediately slaughtered, except those 
who are ransomed by their respective chiefs. Many of 
them are also given to those widows who have lost their 
husbands in war. The Okotsi are again more merciful, 
for they seldom put to death any of their captives, un- 
less they attempt to escape. The same treatment to- 
wards prisoners of war has been often observed among 
the various tribes of north-east Asia. 

" Innumerable ceremonies attend the entrance of the 
warriors into their villages, on their return fcom the 
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field of battle. The Tongusi enter in great triumph. 
They send two messengers before to announce their ap- 
proach, and relate their success, if they come oflF con- 
querors. All their friends of both sexes are summoned 
to meet thsm, at some distance from the village, with 
provisions and other refreshments. Here they make a 
feast, during which every one recounts his own exploits 
and heroic actions. After they amuse themselves with 
dancing and singing, ttiey return home, where they are 
entertained with more sumptuous festivities, which, last 
for several days. The prisoners are contented with sing- 
ing mournful airs, in which they implore the compas- 
sion of their conquerors. When captives are adopted 
among them, they fail not to show them that they are no 
less humane ihan they are ferocious when they inflict 
punishment." 

Santini has observed almost the same as Abernethy ; 
but be has noticed more particularly the Potoosi of the 
Coriaks, which is held so sacred among the North 
American Indians, under the name of Calumet. Thus 
speaks Santini : — " Quando si vuol dischiarare la 
pace, si accende la Sacra Pipa di tobacco. Allora uno 
dei principi V offer isce al commandante degli inimicij 
la quale se riceve, la guerra ejinita. Si dice che da 
tutta questa s^ente, il contralto delta Pipa e stimato in- 
violahile. 11 concavo efaito d^argUla e il tubo d' una 
canna. 11 tubo e otnato di piume di varii colori : Ma 
hanno differenti pipe per differenti contrattiJ^ 

When a nation is inclined to make peace, according 
to Santini, they light the sacred pipe, and it is offered 
by a chief to the chief conmiander of the hostile tribe ; 
ii he receives and smokes it, peace is immediately pro- 
claimed ; and so sacred do they consider this a^eement, 
that they have been seldom or never violated. The bowl 
is made of clay, and the tube of a reed three or four feet 
long; it is decorated with feathers of various colours. 
They have their different pipes for their different sorts of 
contracts. 
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THE DANCE OF THE CALUMET AMONG THE NORTH 

AMERICAN INDIANS. 

Whea the dance of the Calumet isjntended,as it gen- 
erally is, to conclude a peace, or a treaty of alliance 
aefainst a common enemy, they grave a serpent on the 
tube of the pipe, and set on one side of it a board, on 
which is represented two men of the two confederate na- 
tions, with the enemy under iheir feet, distinguished by 
the mark of liis nation. Jn the centre are placed three 
^' their most beautiful females, in order to make thfl^.. 
tteaty more solemn and binding, as the number three is * 
by them considered the most sacred. Sometimes, in- 
stead of a C^Jalumet, they set up a fighting club. But if 
it concerns only a single alliance, they represent two 
men joining one hand and holding in the other a Calur 
met of peace, and having each at his side the mark of 
his nation. In all these treaties they give mutual pledg- 
es, necklaces, calumets, slaves ; sometimes elks and 
deer skins, well dressed, and ornamented with figures 
made with porcupines' hair ; and then they represent 
on these skins the things which have been mentioned, 
either with porcupines' hair, or plain colours. During 
this treaty, which is contracted by means of the pipe^ 
the greater part of them join in daiicing, which is call- 
ed the calumet dance. The chief carries the grand pipe 
in his hand and leads the circular dance, sometimes ut- 
tering sentiments of joy, as if congratulating his tribe on 
obtaining confederates, and at other times howling re- 
venge against tlie common enemy . The chief, who was 
the means of reconciling the two tribes to each other, 
first smokes ihepipe and then offers it to the chief of his 
confederates, who also fumes in his turn. Then the 
whole assembly join in one common cry of congratu- 
lation. 

"This ceremony," says the Bishop of Meaux, "is 
properly a military feast. The warriors are the actors, 
and one would say, that it was instituted only to give 
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them an opportunity of publishing their great achieve- 
ments in war. I am not the author of this opinion, 
which does not agree well with theirs, who have main- 
tained that the calumet took its origin from the Caduceus 
of Mercury^ and 4hat in its institution it was esteemed 
as a symbol of peace. All those I saw dance, sing, shake 
the chichicoue, and beat the drum, were young people 
equipped as when they prepare for the march ; — they 
had painted their faces with all sorts of colotirs, their 
heads were adorned with feathers, and they held some in 
their hands like fans. The calumet was also adorned 
with feathers, and was set up in the most conspicuous 
place. The band of music, and the dancers, were round 
about it, the spectators divided here and there in little 
companies, the women separated from the men, all seat- 
ed on the an'ound,and dressed in their finest robes, which 
at some distance made a pretty show. 

" Between the music and the commandant, who sat 
before the door of his lodging, they had setup a post, on 
which, at the end of every dance, a warrior came and 
gave a stroke with his hatobet. At this signal there was 
a great silence, and this man repeated with a loud voice, 
some of his great feats, and then received the applauses 
of the spectators. Afterwards he went to his place and 
the sport began again. This lasted two hours for each 
of the nations ; and I acknowledge that I took no great 
pleasure in it, not only on account of the same tone and 
the unpleasantness of the music, but because all the 
dances consisted in contortions, which seemed to me to 
express nothing, and were no way entertaining. 

" The dance of the discovery is more entertaining, 
becaiise it has more action, and expresses better than the 
foregoing the subject it represents. It is a natural rep- 
resentation of all that passes in an expedition of war ; 
and as I have before observed that the savages, for the 

reatest part only, endeavour to surprise the enemy, 
this is no doubt the reason why they have given this 
dance the name of the discovery. 
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" However that may be, only one single man performs 
this dance. At first he advances slowly into the midst 
of the place, where he remains for some time motionless^ 
after which he represents, one after another, the setting 
out of the warriors, the march, and the encamping; he 
goes on the discovery, he makes his approach, he stops 
as if to take breath, then all on a sudden he grows furious, 
and one would imagine he was going to kill every body, 
then he appears more calm, and takes one of the compa- 
ny as if he had him a prisoner of war ; he makes a show 
oi knocking another person's brains out; he levels his 
gun at another ; and lastly, he sets up a running with 
all his might, and he stops instantaneously and recovers 
himself. This is to represent a retreat, at first precipi- 
tate and afterwards less so. Then he expresses by dif- 
ferent cries the various affections of his mind, during his 
last campaign, and finishes by reciting all the brave ac- 
tions he has performed in the war. 

" In the western parts there is another dance used, 
which is called the dance of the bull. The dancers 
form several circles or rings, and the music, which is 
always the drum or the chichicoue^ is in the midst of 
the place. They never separate those of the family ; 
they do not join hands, and every one carries in his 
hand his arms and his buckler. All the circles do not 
turn in the same way ; and though they caper much, 
and very higfl, they always keep time and measure. 

" Prom time to time a chief of a family presents bis 
shield ; they all strike on it, and at every stroke he re- 
peats some of his exploits. Then he goes and cuts a 
piece of tobacco at a post, where they have fastened a 
certain quantity, and gives it to one of his friends. If 
any one can prove that he has done greater exploits, or 
had a share in those the other boasts of, he has a right 
to take the piece of tobacco that was presented, and 
give it to another. This dance is followed by a feast ; 
but I do not see well from whence it derives its name. 
14* 
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unless it be from the shields, on which they strike, 
which are covered with bulls' hides. 

" There are dances which are prescribed by the phy- 
. ticians for the cure of the sick, but they are generally 
very lascivious. There are some that are entirely for 
di^ussion, that have no relation to any thing. They 
are almost always in circles, to the sound of the drum 
and the chichicaue, the men apart from the women. 
The men dance with their arms in their hands, and 
JBlough they never take hold of each other, they never 
break the circle. As to what I said before, that they 
are always in time, it is no difficult thing to believe, that 
t^e music of the savages was but two or three notes 
.wWch are repeated continually. This makes their 
feasts very tiresome to a European after he has seen 
them once, because they last a long time, and you hear 
alwuys the same thing." 



THE DANCE OF THE POTOOSI, OR CALUMET, 

AMONG THE TONGUSI, CORIAKS, KAMSCHA- 

DALES, YAKUTSI, ANB OKOTSI. 

Abemethy, in speaking of the Potoosi dance among 
the Tongusi, gives us the following description of it: — 
" On the night previous to their departure, a very sin- 
gular entertainment is given by the chief, in which the 
Potoosi, or the sacred pipe, is introduced, for the pur- 
pose of binding the warnors to fidelity and bravery. The 
Potoosi, among all the Tongusiaii tribes, is considered 
a sacred instrument, which their fathers received from 
the Ghreat /Spirit, or God of War, to make vows by 
fuming tobacco. On the evening, therefore, before they 
depart, the warriors are summoned to appear before the 
chief, in their martial uniforms. The women also at- 
tend, and they are attired in their richest robes. Having 
formed a circle, the musicians stand in the midst. Their 
music is very simple ; for it consists only of two instru- 
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ments, which produce neither harmony nor order. The 
dancers, however, keep time to the cadence of the music. 
This dance, us usual, was a ring or circle in which they 
moved roundwards incessantly, till it was announced ta 
seat themselves^ on the ground to partake of the feast, 
the principal dish of which consists of the flesh of. a 
white dog. Before the dog is put into the kettle, they 
perform several ceremonies in offering him while alive 
to the Great Spirit ; for they imagine that no animal 
is more pleasing, in a sacrifice, than a white dog. All 
their feasts are supplied with the flesh of the dog, and 
they might as well be called sacrifices as feasts ; because 
the offering of the dog to their Supreme Deity always 
precedes the feast. After the dogs are consumed, they 
rise and renew their dances. The first thing, however, 
after the feast, is the offering of the Potoosi, to the Great 
Spirit J by the senior chief. The flames of the pipe are 
directed upwards towards the Great Spirit. This 
ceremony resembles, in a great measure, the Asiatic of- 
fering of incense. When the chief imagines that the 
Deity is fully satisfied with this act of adoration, every 
warrior in his turn, takes the pipe, which is decorated 
with various ornaments, and, at every quiff, promises 
to adhere to his commander, and never flee from his 
enemy. At the same time he relates what he has done 
in favour of his nation ; and he foretells his future 
achievements. The chief takes the Potoosi a second 
time, and at every quiff h^ enumerates the various en- 
gragements in which he conquered his enemies. The 
whole assembly then join in applauding his bravery 
and undaunted spirit. The feast of the Potoosi is con- 
cluded with the song of death, in which they swear 
vengeance against their enemies. Then they retire to 
their cabins or huts, to prepare for their departure on the 
following morning. They have several other dances 
on various occasions, and to describe them now is not 
necessary ; because the same ceremonies are used almost 
on every occasion." 
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fiantini, whom we have so often quoted, describes 
very minutely all their dances ; but the observations of 
Abemethy, will, we hope, suffice to grive the reader an 
idea of them all. Without alluding particularly to the 
Coriaks, Kamschadales, Yakutsi, and the Okotsi, we 
shall only say, that dances of a similar nature are com- 
mon among them as well as the Tongusi. 



SACRIFICES AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN 
INDIANS. 

' The North American Indians make to all their spirits 
diflferent sorts of offerings, which may be called sacri- 
fices. They throw into the lakes tobacco or birds that 
have had their throats cut, to render the gods of the 
waters propitious to them. In honour of the Sun, and 
sometimes also of the inferior spirits, they throw into the 
fire a part of every thing they use, and which they 
acknowledge to hold from them. It is sometimes out 
of gratitude, but oftener through interest ; their acknow- 
ledgement is also interested ; for these people have no 
sentiments of the heart towards their deities. There 
have been observed also on certain occasions some liba- 
tions, and all this is accompanied with invocations in 
mysterious terms, which the savages could never explain 
to the Europeans, either that in fact they have no mean- 
ing, or that the sense of them has not been transmitted 
by tradition with the words ; perhaps also they keep it 
as a secret from us. 

We learn also that collars of porcelain, tobacco, ears 
of maize, skins and whole animals, especially dogs, were 
found on the sides of difficult and dangerous ways, on 
rocks, or by the side of the falls; and these were so many 
offerings made to the spirits which presided in these 
places. We have already said that a dog is the common 
victim which they offer them; sometimes they hang him 
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Up alive on a tree by the hind feet, and let him die there 
rairing mad. The war feast, which is alwajrs of dwa, 
may very wel I pass for a sacrifice. In short, they render 
much the same honours to the mischievous spirits, as to 
those that are beneficent, when they have any thing to 
fear from their malice. 



SACRIFICES AMONG THE TONGUSI. 

" These tribes," sayis Abemethy, " have their sacrifices 
as well as the Jews, but in a very inferior manner ; be- 
oause when they make an oflfering to a deity, it is not 
on account of their reverence or veneration towards that 
being. They imagine that if they sacrifice the dogj or 
any other animal which is agreeable to the spirits, they 
can conquer their enemies in battle, and shun all those 
calamities which are inflicted on the human species in 
this world. As for a future state, they imagine that no 
person can be unhappy. By offering sacrifices to the 
malevolent spirits, for it is seldom that they worship 
the benevolent deity, they think that they can avert his 
wrath. 

" I have often observed that the Tongusi, of all the 
other tribes of Siberia, are those who pay the greatest 
attention to this religious ceremony ; for whenever they 
labour under diseases, or scarcity of food, they first offer 
a sacrifice and then set out to hunt, fiilly convinced of 
their success. Their mode of offering sacrifices is at- 
tenJed with many ceremonies which are performed by 
their bravest warriors. Having lighted a fire, they take 
a dog and sometimes a bear, which they suspend above 
the fire by several poles, till the animal is totally con- 
sumed. It is customary among some Tongusian tribes 
to dance during the sacrifice ; there are others, however, 
who stand silent and motionless till the offering is com- 
pleted. Then a dance commeuces which l^ts for 
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several hours, as if rejoicimi; for appeasing the angry 
demcfti. Before they go to battle, they never fail to 
make an offering. Then all their villages are assembled 
and they form a kind of procession. The women walk 
one after another, till they arrive at the spot where the 
sacrifice is to be offered. This place is generally some 
elevated ground, at some distance from the village. The 
warriors march in full uniform, with their faces painted. 
Before the dog is committed to the flames, they whisper 
something in his ear, telling him, as I have been told, to 
obtain lor them the assistance of the great or benevolent 
spirit in battle, and prevent the evil or mischievous one 
from punishing them." 

(^antini sa3rs that the Coriaks and Kamschadalcs offen 
sacrifices of the same kind, and in the same manner. 
Elphinstone observed sacrifices among other Siberian 
tribes. La Roche, in describing the religion of certain 
tribes in Tartary, says, that dogs, bears, and sometimes 
sheep are oflfered by them to their Great Spirit. 



FUNERAL RITES AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN 
INDIANS. 

" As soon as the sick person dies," says the Bishop of 
Meaux, **the place is filled with mournful cries ; and 
this lasts as long as the family is able to defray the ex- 
pense, for they must keep an open table all this time. 
The dead body, dressed in the finest robe, with the iace 
painted, the arms and all that belonged to the deceased 
by his side, is exposed at the door of the cabin in the 
posture it is to be laid in the tomb ; and this posture is 
the same in many places, as that of the child in the 
mother's womb. The custom of some nations" is for the 
relations of the deceased to fast to the end of the funeral ; 
and all this interval is passed in tears and cries, in treat- 
ing their visiters, in praising the dead, and in mutual 
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oompliments. In other places they hire women to weep^ 
who perforin their duty punctually ; they sing, they 
dance, they weep without ceasing, always keeping time ; 
but these demonstrations of a borrowed sorrow do not 

Srevent what nature requires from the relations of the 
eceased. They carry the body without ceremony to 
the place of interment ; at least, I find no mention about 
it in any relation ; but when it is in the grave, they take 
\sare to cover it in such a manner, that the earth does 
not touch it; it lies in a little cave lined with skins, much 
richer and better adorned than their cabins. Then they 
set up a post ou the grave, and fix on it every thing that 
may show the esteem they had for^the deceased. They 
semetimes put on it his portrait and every tiling that 
may serve to show to passengers who he was, and the 
finest actions of his life. They carry fresh provisions 
to his tomb every morning ; and as the dogs and other 
beasts do not fail to reap Sie benefit of it, they are will- 
ing to persuade themselves that these things have been 
eaten by the souls of the dead. 

'* It is not strange after this, that the savages believe 
in apparitions ; and in fact, they tell stories of this sort 
all manner of ways. 1 knew a poor man, who, by con- 
tinually hearing these stories, fancied that he had always 
a troop of ghosts at his heels ; and as people took a 
pleasure to increase his fears, it made him grow foolish ; 
nevertheless, at the end of a certain number of years, 
they take as much care to efface out of their minds the 
remiBmbrance of those they have lost, as they did before 
to preserve it ; and this is solely to put an end to the 
grief they felt for their loss. 

" Some missionaries one day asking their new con- 
verts, why they deprived themselves of their most ne- 
cessary things in fiivour of the dead. They replied, 
' It is not only to show the love we bore to our relations, 
but also that we may not have before our eyes, in the 
things tbey used, objects which would continually renew 
our grief.' It is also for this reason that they forbear, 
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for some time, to pronounce their nanties ; and if any 
other of the family bears the same name, he quits it all 
the time of mourning. This is probably also the reason 
why the gieatest outrage that can be done a person, is 
to say to him, your father is deady or, your mother % 
dead. 

" When any one dies in the time of hunting, they 
expose his body on a very high scaffold, and it remains 
there till the departure of the troop, who carry it with 
them to the village. There are some nations who prac- 
tice the same with regard to all their dead ; and I have 
seen th6 same practised by the Mi&sisaguez of Detroit. 
The bodies of tliose who die in war are burnt, and their 
ashes brought back to be laid in the burying place of 
their fathers. These burying places, among the most 
settled nations, are places like our church-yards, near 
the village. Others bury theit dead in the woods, at 
the foot of a tree, or dry them rfnd keep them in chests 
till the festival of the dead, which I shall presently de- 
scribe ; but in some places they observe an odd ceremony 
for those that are drowned or are frozen. Before I de- 
scribe it, it is proper to tell that the savages believe when 
these accidents happen, that the spirits are incensed, and 
that they are not appeased (ill the body is found. Then 
the preliminaries of tears, dances, songs, and feasts being 
ended, they carry the body to the usual burying place ; 
or if they are too far off, to the place where it is to re- 
main till the festival of the dead, they dig there a very 
large pit, and they make a fire in it ; then some young 
persons approach the corpse, cut out the flesh in the 
parts which had been marked out by a master of the 
ceremonies, and throw them into the fire with the bowels ; 
then they place the corpse thus; mpiigled, in the place 
destined for it. During the wholfe iojpferation, the women, 
especially the relations of the deceased, go continually 
round those that are at it, exhorting them to acquit 
themselves well of their employment, and put beads of 
porcelain in their mouths, as we would give sugar 
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plums to children to entice them to do what we de- 
sire. 

" The interment is followed by presents, which they 
make to the afliicted family ; and this is called covering 
the dead. These presents are made in the name of the 
village and sometimes in the name of the nation. Allies 
also make presents at the death of considerable persons. 
But first the family of the deceased make a great feast in 
his name, and this feast is accompanied with games, for 
which they propose prizes, which are performed in this 
manner. A chief throws on the tomb three sticks about 
a foot long ; a young man, a woman, and a maiden, take 
each of them, and those of their age, their sex, and con- 
dition, strive to wrest it ont of their hands. Those with 
whom the sticks remain are conquerors. There are also 
races, and they sometimes shoot at a mark. In short, 
by a custom which we find established in all the times 
of Pagan antiquity, a ceremony entirely mournful is 
terminated by songs and shouts of victory. 

" It is true that the family of the deceased take no 
part in these rejoicings ; they observe even in his cabin, 
after the obsequies, a mourning, the laws of which are 
very severe ; they must have their hair cut, and their 
faces blacked ; they must stand with their faces wrapped 
in a blanket ; they must not look at any person, nor 
make any visits, nor eat any thing hot ; they must de- 
prive themselves of all pleasures, wear scarcely any thing 
on their bodies, and never warm themselves at the fife, 
even in the depth of winter. 

" After this, deep mourning, which lasts two years, 
they begin a second more mcSerate, which lasts two or 
three years longer, and which may^ be softened by little 
and little ; but they diq^nse with nothing that is pre- 
scribed, without the d0hsent of the cabin to which the 
widow or widower belongs. These permissions, as well 
as the end of the mourning, alwa3rs cost a feast. 

"The first and ofl»n the only compliment which the 
Indians make to a friend, and even to a stranger whom 
16 
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they receive in their cabins, is to weep for those of his 
own relations, whom he has lost since they saw him last. 
They put their hands on his head, and they- give him 
to understand who it is they weep for, without mention- 
ing his name. All this is founded in nature and has 
nothing in it of barbarity. But what I am going to 
speak of does not appear to be any way excusable ; that 
iS| the behaviour of these people towards those who die 
by a violent death, even though it is in war, and for the 
service of their country. 

" They have got a notion that their souls, in the other 
world, have no communication with the others ; and on 
this principle they burn them, or bury them directly, 
sometimes even before they expire. They never lay 
them in the common burying place, and they give them 
no part in the great ceremony, which is renewed every 
eight years among some nations, and every ten years 
among the Hurons and Iroquois. 

" They call it the festival of the dead, or the feast 
of souls; and here follows what I could collect that was 
most uniform and remarkable concerning this ceremony, 
which is the most singular, and the most celebrated of 
the religion of the savages. They begin by fixing a 
place for the assembly to meet in ; then they choose the 
king of the feast, whose duty it is to give orders for 
every thing, and to invite the neighbouring villages. 
The day appointed being come, all the savages assem- 
ble,' and go in procession two and two to the burying 
place. There every one labours to uncover the bodies ; 
then they continue some time contemplating in silerce 
a spectacle so capable of exciting the most serious re- 
flections. The women first interrupt thi^ religious 
silence, by sendingf forth mournful cries, which increase 
the horror with wliich every one-tt filled. 

** This first act being ended, they take np the car- 
casses, and pick up the dry and separated bones, and 
put th( m in parcels; and those who are ordered to carry 
them, take them on their shoulders. . If there are any 
bodies not entirely decayed^ they wash them ; they clean 
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away the corrupted flesh, and all the filth, and wrap 
them in new robes of beaver skins ; then they return in 
the same order they came ; and when the procession is 
come into the village, every one lays in his cabin t6e 
burden he was charged with. During the march, the 
women continue their lamentations, and the men show 
the same signs of grief as they did on the day of the 
death of those whose remains they have been taking up. 
This second act is followed by a feast in each cabin, in 
honour of the dead of the family. 

" The following days they make public feasts ; and 
they are accompanied, as on the day of the funeral, wifli 
dances, games, and combats, for which there are also 
prizes proposed. From time to time they make certain 
cries, which they call the cries of the souls. They 
make presents to strangers, among whom there are some- 
times some who come an hundred and fifty leagues, and 
they receive presents from them. They also take ad- 
vantage of these opportunities to treat of common affairs, 
or for the election of a chief. Every thing passes with 
a great deal of order, decency, and modesty ; and every 
one appears to entertain sentiments suitable to the prin- 
cipal action. Every thing, even in the dances and 
songs, carries an air of sadness and mourning; and one 
can see in all, hearts pierced with the sharpest sorrow. 
The most insensible would be affected at the sight of 
this spectacle. After some days are past, they go again 
in procession to the great council room, built for the 
purpose ; they hang up against the wcdls the bones and 
the carcasses in the same condition they took them from 
the burying place, and they lay forth the presents de- 
signed for the dead. If among these sad remains there 
happens to be those of a chief, his successor gives a great 
feast in his name, and sings his song. In many places 
the bones are carried from village to village, and they 
are received every where with great demonstrations of 
grief and tenderness. Whithersoever they go, they ro^ 
eeive presents. Lastly, they carry them to the place 
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where they are to remain always. But I forgot to men- 
tion that all these marches are made to the sound of their 
instruments, accompanied with their best voices, and 
that every one in these marches keeps time to the music. 
" This last and common burial place is a great pit, 
which they line with their finest furs and the best things 
they have. The presents designed for the dead are set 
by themselves. By degrees as the procession arrives, 
each family ranges themselves on a kind of scaflfold set 
up round tlie pit ; and the moment the bones are laid in, 
the women renew their weeping and wailing. Then 
all present go down into the pit, and every one takes a 
little of the earth, which they keep carefully. They 
fancy it procures luck at play. The bodies and the 
bones, ranged in order, are covered with entire new furs, 
and over that with bark, on which they throw stones, 
wood, and eapth. Every one returns to his own cabin ; 
but the women come for several days after, and pour 
Sagamitty on the place." 



FUNERAL RITES AMONG THE CORIAKS, TONGUSI, 
AND KAMSCHADALES. 

We are told by several travellers that mourning for the 
dead is common among the various tribes that inhabit 
Siberia; and that they have their ftmeral ceremonies, 
which are very ridiculous. They meet their fate with 
a degree of fortitude which is inspired by hopes of be- 
ing rendered more happy after their departure from 
this world. Whenever the dying person breathes his 
last, they dress the corpse in the finest robes they can 
procure. Their presents to the deceased are also innu- 
merable. In carrying their dead bodies to the grave, 
women are hired to weep, mourn, and sing melancholy 
airs. The corpses are, however, exposed for several 
days on scaffolds before they are interred. "The 
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Tongusi," says Aberaethy, "evince a great deal of 
tenderness at the death of any of their family ; their 
mouminar sometimes lasts for a whole year. For sever- 
al dajrs they are commonly exposed on scaffolds within 
their cabins, and at other times near the place of inter- 
ment They bring them presents and food, which is 
consumed, they imagine, by their spirits. The CoriakB 
have a practice of embalming their dead in caves where 
the earth does not touch the corpse. I have seen among 
fliem several bodies in a good state of preservation, ofier 
bdng dead for several years. In accompanying the re- 
mains of the deceased to the burying ground, the wo- 
men form a procession, in which they walk one after 
another ; but these are the women who are hired to weep 
and sing ; the rest move onwards irregularly. All the 
brave deeds of the deceased are enumerated publicly by 
a erier, who is generally a near relation of him whose 
memory and fame he endeavours to perpetuate. The 
Kamschadales use almost the same ceremonies, bnt 
among them the female mourners paint themselves 
black, and remain so for ten days, during which time 
they reside with the friends and ^relations of those 
whose death they lament." Santini and La Roche say 
that the Tongusi and Coriaks mourn for the deceased 
for a considerable time ; that the pits and caves where 
the dead are to be carried, must first be fumigated or in- 
censed by burning rosin or some dried aromatic herb. 
La Roche observed in Kamschatka several women who 
sang, wept, and danced at the interment of their dead. 
Santini was informed that it was customary among the 
Tongusi and Coriaks to bury, along with the dead, 
every thing that was dear to them while alive, especial- 
ly their arms and family distinctions. 
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THE FESTIVAL OF DREAMS AMONG THE NORTH 
AMERICAN INDIANS. 

We know not if religion has ever had any share in 
what they generally csul the festival of dreams, and 
which the Iroquois, and some others, have inore proper- 
ly called the turning of the brain. This is a kind of 
bacchanal, which . commonljr lasts fifteen days, and is 
celebrated about the end of winter. 

They act at this time all kinds of fooleries, and every 
one runs from cabin to cabin, disguised in a thousand 
ridiculous ways ; they break and overset every thing, 
and nobody dares to contradict thenb Whoever chooses 
Hot^to be present in such a.confusion, nor be exposed to all 
the tricks they play, must keep out of the way. If they 
meet any one, they desire him to guess their dreams, 
and if they do, it is at their expense, for he must give 
the thing he dreamt of. When it ends, they return 
every thing, they make a great feast, and they only 
think how to repair the sad effects of the masquerade, 
for most commonly it is no trifling business ; because 
this is also one of those opportunities which they wait 
for, without saying any thing, to give those a good 
drubbing who, they think, have done them any wrong. 
When the festival, however, is over, all injuries are 
forgotten. 

The following description of one of these festivals is 
■ found in the journal of one of the missionaries, who was 
forced to be a spectator of it, much against his will, at 
Onontaffue : 

"The approaching festival was proclaimed on the 
22nd of February, by the elders, with as much gravity 
as if it had been a weighty affair of state. They had no 
sooner re-entered their cabin, than there came forth in- 
stantly, men, women, and children, almost quite naked, 
though the weather was excessively cold. They 
entered directly into all the cabins, then they went 
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Faving about od every side, without knowing whither 
they went or what they would have. One would take 
them for people who were drunk or mad. 

"Many returned immediately to their cabins after 
uttering some bowlings. Others were resolved to make 
use of the privilege of the festival, during which they 
are reputed to be out of their senses, and of consequence 
not responsible for what they do, and revenge their 
private quarrels. They do so to some purpose, for they 
threw whole pails full of water on some people, and 
this water, which froze immediately, was enough to 
chill them with cold. Others they covered with hot 
ashes, or all sorts of filth ; others took lighted coals, or 
firebrands, and threw them at the head of the first they 
met ; others broke every thing in the cabins, falling on 
those they bore a grudge to, and beating them unmerci- 
fully. To be fr^ from this persecution, one must 
guess dreams, which often no one can form any con- 
ception of" 

'* A missionary and his companion were often on the 
point of being more than witnesses of these extravagan- 
cies ; one of these madmen went into a cabin, where 
he had seen them take a shelter at the first. Being dis- 
appointed by their flight, he cried out that they must 
guess his dream, and satisfy it immediately : as they 
weretoo long about it, he said, ' I must kill a French- 
man.^ Immediately the master of the cabin threw him 
a French coat, to which this madman gave several 
stabs. 

" Then he that had thrown the coat, growing furious 
in his turn, said he would revenge the Frenchman, and 
bum the whole village down to the ground. He began, 
in fact by setting fire to his own cabin, where the scene 
was first acted ; and when all the rest were gone out, 
he shut himself up in it. The fire which he had light- 
ed up in several places, did not yet appear on the outside, 
when one of the missionaries came to the door. He 
was told what had hc^pened, and was afraid that his 



I7i2 Ottl0tMOPTUB 

host could not ^et out, though he might be willing ; 
then he broke open the door and laid hold of the savage, 
turned him out and extinguished the fire. His host 
nevertheless ran through the village, crying out that he 
would bum it They threw a dog to him, in hopes 
that he would glut his fury on that animal ; he said it 
was not enough to repair the affront he had received by 
the killing of a Frenchman in his cabin. They threw 
him a second dog, which he cut in pieces. His fury was 
then instantly over. 

" This man had also a brother who would play his 
part. He dressed himself up nearly as printers repre- 
sent the Satyrs, covering himself from head to foot with 
the leaves of maize. He equipped two women like real 
Megarasy their heads blacked, their hair dishevelled, a 
wolf's skin over their bodies, and a club in their hands. 
Thus attended, he ^oes into all the cabins, yelling and 
howling with all his strength. ^ He climbs on the roof 
and plays as many tricks there as the most skilful dan- 
cer could perform ; then he made most terrible outcries, 
as if he had got some great hurt ; then he came down 
and marched on gravely, preceded by his two Bacchan- 
tesj who, growing furious in their turn, overset with 
their clubs every thing that met them in their way. 
They were no sooner out of this frenzy, or tired with 
acting their parts, than another woman took their place 
and entered the cabin in which were the two mission- 
aries. She was armed wirti a blunderbuss, which she 
had just got by having her dream guessed. She. sang 
the war song, making a thousand imprecations on her- 
self, if she did not bring home some prisoners." 

" A warrior followed close after this Amazon, with a 
bow and arrow in one hand, and a bayonet in the other. 
After he had made himself hoarse with bawling, he then 
threw himself all at once on a woman, who was stand- 
ing quietly by, not expecting it, and lifting up his bayo- 
net to her throat, took her by the hair, cut off a handful 
and went away. Then a juggler appeared, holding a 
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Stick in his hand adorned with feathers, by means of 
which he boasted that he con Id reveal the most secret 
things. A savage accompanied him, carr5dng a vessel 
I know not of what liquor, which from time to time he 
gave him to drink ; the juggler had no sooner taken it 
m his mouth, than he spit it out again, blowing on his 
hands and his stick, and at every time he explained all 
the enigmas that were proposed to him. 

"Two women came afterwards, and gave to under- 
stand that they had some desires, one directly spread a 
mat on the ground ; they guessed that she desired some 
fish, which were given her. The other had a hoe in her 
hand, and they judged that she desired a field to culti- 
vate ; they carried her out of the village and set her to 
work. A chief had dreamt, as he said, that he saw two 
human hearty ; they could not explain his dream, and 
at this every body was greatly concerned. It made a 
great noise, they even prolonged the festival for a day, 
but all was in vain and he was obliged to make himself 
easy without* Sometimes there were troops of people 
that made sham-fights ; sometimes companies of dancers 
who acted all sorts of farces. This madness lasted four 
days, and it appeared that it was out of respect to the two 
missionaries that they had thus shortened the time. 

" But there were as many disorders committed in this 
space of time, as they used to do in fifteen days ; never- 
theless they had this regard for the missionaries, that they 
did not disturb them in their functions, and did not hin- 
der the Christians from discharging themselves of their 
religious duties. ^Let this suffice to give the reader some 
idea concerning their festivals of dreams." 
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FESTIVAL OF DREAMS AMONG THE TONGUSI, CO- 
RIAKS, AND KAMSCHADALES. 

Several travellers who visited the north-east parts of 
Asia mention several festivals, and among them rejoi- 
cings called the JS'okoosi or interpretations of dreams. In 
a certain season of the year, we are told by Santini that 
all the young people of both sexes among the Coriaks as- 
semble in order to guess dreams. These merriments 
and entertainments, he tells us, continue for several days, 
during which time dances, songs, and music, form the 
principal part of the entertainment. According to Aber- 
nethy, they paint and disguise themselves when they go 
abroad without paying any respect either to morality or 
decency. — Many of them, especially among the Tongu- 
si, says the same author, consider this a favourable op- 
portunity of revenging insults and injuries, because they 
xmsLgme that they are not known to the sufferer. La 
Roche compares the JVoAroow of the Kamschadales with 
the Carnivali of the continent of Europe, which takes 
place yearly in Italy, Spain, Portugal, and in some parts 
of France before lent commences. During the celebra- 
tion of the Carnivali^ which lasts for fourteen days, those 
who join it masquerade themselves and ate at full liber- 
ty to play all those tricks with impunity which cannot 
be considered criminal. — The Kamschadales, as well as 
the North American Indians, may do the same without 
punishment ; because, according to their custom, every 
person makes himself as foolish as he can. Abernethy 
speaksof his having distinguished himself on one of these 
occasions among the Coriaks for the sole purpose, as he 
himself tells us, of saving his life ; because he consider- 
ed them actually deranged, and consequently his life in 
danger on account of being a stranger and a foreigner. 
Santini found himself in the same predi- aiment among 
some tribes of the Tongusi, and would most likely have 
been grossly insulted, had not his converts, the Tongu- 
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sian princes, interfered in his behalf. "Without descri- 
bing the barbarous scenes which these travellers wit- 
nessed during^ these festivals among certain tribes in 
north-east Asia, we assure out reader that they were not 
much different from those which have been observed 
arbong the North American Indians on similar occa- 
sions. 



THE GAME OF THE DISH, OR OF LITTLE BONES, 
AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 

The game of the dish^ which they also call the game 
of the little bones, is only played by two persons, each 
has six or eight little bones, which, resemble apricot 
stones in their shape and bigness. On viewing them 
closely, however, a person can perceive six unequal sur- 
faces, the two principal of which are painted, one black 
and the other white, inclining to yellow. 

They make them jump up, by striking the ground, or 
the table, with a round and hollow dish, which contains 
them, and which they twist round first. When they 
have no dish, they throw the bones up in the air with 
their hands ; if, on falling, they come all of one colour, 
he who plays wins five. There is forty up, and they 
substract the numbers gained by the adverse party. Five 
bones of the same colour win, but one for the first time, 
but the second time they win the game, while a less 
number wins nothing. 

He that wins the game continues playing. The loser 
gives his place to another, who is named by the markers 
of his side ; for they mtikc' parties at£rst, and oftea the 
whole village is concerned in the game ; oftentimes also 
one village plays against another. Each party chooses 
a marker; but he withdraws when he pleases, which 
never happens, but when his party loses. At every 
throw, especially if it happens to be decisive, they make 
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^at shouts. The players appear like people possessed 
with an evil spirit, and the spectators are not more calm. 
They all make a thousand contortions, talk to the bones, 
load the spirits of the adverse party with imprecations, 
and the whole village echoes with howlings. If all this 
does not recover them back, the losers may put oflf the 
party till the next day ; it costs them only a small treat 
to the company. 

Then they prepare to return to the engagement, each 
invoking his genius, and throwing some tobacco in the 
fire to his honour. They ask him above all things for 
lucky dreams. As soon as day appears they go again to 
play ; but if the losers fancy that the goods in their cab- 
ins made them unlucky, the first thing they do is to 
change them all. The great parties commonly last five 
or six days, and often continue all night. In the mean 
time, as all the persons present, at least those who are 
concerned in the game, are in an agitation that deprives 
them of reason, as they quarrel and fight, which never 
happens among the savages, but on these occasions, and 
in drunkenness, one may judge, if when they have done 
playing, they do not want rest. 

The Indians are so superstitious, that these parties of 
play are often made by order of the physician or at the 
request of the sick. There needs no more for this pur- 
pose than the dream of the one or the other. This dream 
is always taken for the order of some spirit , and then 
they prepare themselves for play with a greal^eal of care. 
They assemble for several nights to try, and to see who 
has the luckiest hand. They consult their Genii, they 
fast^ the married persons observe continerice ; and all 
this to obtain a favourable dream. Every morning they 
relate vhat dreams they have had, and all those tnin^ 
which they dfeamt of, were those which they thought 
lucky. They make a collection of all, and put them in- 
to little bags which they carry about with them. If any 
one has the reputation of being lucky, that is in the opin- 
ion of these people, of having a fiimiliar spirit more pow- 
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erful, or more inclined to do good, they never fiiil to 
make him keep near him who holds the dish. They 
even g'o to a great way sometimes to fetch him ; and if, 
through age or any infirmity, he cannot walk, they will 
carry irim on their shoulders. 

They have often pressed the missionaries to be pres- 
ent at these games, as they believe their Guardian Genii 
are more powerful. It happened one day in a Huron 
village, that a side person having sent for a juggler, this 
quack prescribed the game of the dish, and appointed a 
village, at some distance from the sick person's residence, 
to play at. They immediately sent to ask the leave of 
their chief; it was granied, and they played. When 
the game was ended, the sick person returned manv 
thanks to the players for having cured her, as she said. 
But there was nothing of truth in all this; on the con- 
trary, she was worse. 

The ill humor of this woman and her relations fell oii 
the missionaries,' who had refused to assist at the game, 
notwithstanding all the importunities they used to en- 
gage them ; and in their anger for the little complai- 
sance they showed them on this occasion, they told them 
by way oi reproach, that since their arrival in this coun* 
try the Oenii of the savages had lost their power. Such 
are the observations of a French missionary who resi- 
ded a long time among the Hurons. 



GAME OF THE PATOONI AMONG THE KAMSCHA- 
DALES. 

The game of the Patooni, which La Roche briefly de- 
scribes, was, from every appearance, originally the same 
as that of the little bones among the American Indian^ 
although in Kamschatka sticks were substituted fo$ 
bones. ^ It is surprisinfif/' says La Roche, << to witness the 
sinqilicity andsaperstitioBof some of these peejde while 
16 
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they play some games. Before they set out to hunt, 
they frequently form a party to play the Patoonij which 
consists in throwing up in the air small sticks a! out the 
size of an orange, with four sides, and resembling the 
dice of the Europeans, because each side has a certain 
Dumber. He who has the greatest number upwards, 
when they fall on the ground, is conqueror, and expects 
to be the most successful in the chase. It is considered, 
therefore, a great favor to belong to the winner's party 
when they separate themselves into different companies, 
because they imagine that they cannot be utterly disap- 
pointed while they are the associates of him who is to 
kill the most." 

Abemethy observed this and other frivolous games, 
which he did not deem worthy of any notice. Sautini, 
in speaking of a certain game which he does not de- 
scribe, says, that the Tongusi, when they played, resem- 
bled madmen more than rational beings, from the way 
in which their feelings were excited. 



THE NAMING OF CHILDREN AMONG THE NORTH 
AMERICAN INDIANS. 

This ceremony is performed at a feast where no per- 
sons are present but those of the same sex with the child 
that is to be named. While they are eating, the child is 
npon the knees of the father or mother, who continually 
recommend it to the spirits, especially to that which is to 
be its guardian Genius ; for every person has their own, 
but not at their birth. They never make new names; 
each family has a certain number, which they take by 
turns, sometimes also they change their names as they 
grow up, and there are some nanoes which they cannot 
fo by after a certain age ; thio^ however, is not the cus- 
tom every where. They never call a man by his prop- 
t^ namei when they talk to him in common discourse ; 
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this, they imagine, would be impolite. They always 
give him the quality he has with respect to the person 
that speaks to him ; but when there is between them no 
relation or affinity, they use the term of brother* or an- 
cle, liiephew or cousin, according to each other's age, or 
according to the value they have for the person whom 
they address. 

Further, it is not so much to render the names immor- 
tal, that they revive them, as to engage those to whom 
they are given, either to imitate the brave actions of their 
predecessors, or to revenge them if they have been kill- 
ed or burnt, or lastly to comfort and help their families. 
Thus, a woman who has lost her husband, or her son, 
and finds herself without the support of any person, de» 
lays as little as she can to transfer the name of him she 
mourns for, to some pei-son capable of supplying his 
place. They change their names on many other occa- 
sions, to give the particulars of which would take up too 
much time. There needs no more for this purpose 
than a dream, or the order of a physician, or some such 
trifling cause. 



THE NAMING OF CHILDREN AMONG THE KAMSOHA- 
DALES. 

^' Si prepara," says, Santini, "dai Coriaki,un banchetto, 
quando vogliono noiuinare i fanciulli. Se sara una fan- 
ciulla, bisogna che tutta la compagnia, eccetto il padre, 
sia composta di donne, e d'uomini soLimente, eccetto la 
madre, se sara un ragazzo. Ogni famiglia ritiene gli 
stessi nomi che avevano ricevtiti da loro antenati. So- 
vente volte pero, quando una vedova e maritata un al- 
tra volta, il nuovo marito prende il nome di lui chi e 
morto. — T vecchii si chiamano dai giovani, i loro padri, 
e quelli della medesima eta, i loro fraielli.'- 

According to Santini, the Coriaks and other tribes of 
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Siberia, prepare a feast, when they are to name a child. 
If it be a boy, the ceremony is performed in the presence 
of men alone, excepting the mother of the child , and in 
the presence of women only, excepting the father, if it 
be a girl. Every family have retained the names which 
have been delivered down to them by their ancestors ; 
sometimes, however, when a widow is married again, the 
name of the deceased is transferred to her new husband. 
Old men are generally by the young called /aMer^, and 
those of the same age brothers. La Roche tells us that 
the children of some Tartar tribes, who had been con- 
verted to Christianity, were allowed to ^o only a week 
by the names which they received at the Baptismal Font ; 
because they dreamt that the spirits of their fathers were 
offended at the changing of their names. 



JUGGLERS AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN IN- 
DIANS. 

These jusfglers, according to the Bishop of Meaux, 
make a profession of corresponding only with what they 
call the benefical Genii^ and who boast of knowing by 
their means whatever passes in the most distant coun- 
tries, and whatever shall come to pass in the most distant 
ages. They pretend to discover the use and nature of 
the most hidden diseases, and to have the secret of curing 
them ; to discern in the most intricate affairs what res- 
olution it is best to take ; to explain the most obscure 
dreams ; to obtain success in the most difficult under- 
ftkings, and to render the gods propitious to warriors and 
hunters. These pretended good Genii are, like all the 
Pagan deities, real devils, who receive homages that are 
due only to the true God, and whose deceits are still 
more dangerous than those of the evU Genii, because 
they contribute njpre to keep their worshippers in blind- 
ness. 
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It is certain, that among their agents the holdest are 
more rpspected. With a little artifice, therefore, they 
easily impose on those who are brought up in superstition. 
Although they might have seen the birth of these 
impostors, if they take a fancy to give themselves a 
supernatural birth, they find people, who believe them 
on their word, as much as if ihey had seen^ them come 
down from heaven, and who take it for a kind of enchant- 
ment and illusion, that they thought them born at first 
like other men. Their artifices are, in general, so gross, 
and so common, that there are none but fools and chil- 
dren who are imposed upon by them. But when they 
act as physicians, their skill is never doubted : for the 
greatest credulity is found in every country, concerning 
the recovery of health. 

It has been asserted by persons whose words could 
not be suspected, that when these impostors shut them- 
selves up in their stoves to sweat, and this is one of their 
most common preparations to perifbrm their tricks, they 
differ very little from the Pythonesses^ as the poets have 
represented them on the Tripod* They are seen to be- 
come convulsed, and possessed with enthusiasm, to ac- 
quire tones of the voice, and to do actions which appear 
to be beyond the strength of nature. 

It is also asserted, that they suflfer much on these oc- 
casions ; so that there are some who do not readily en- 
gage, even when tliey are well paid, to give themselves 
up in this manner to the spirit that agitates them. 

After coming out of these violent sweats, they go iand 
throw themselves into cold water, even when it is frozen, 
without receiving any damage. This is a matter which 
physic cannot account for ; however, it is certain that 
there is nothing supernatural in it, 

16* 



18S ORIGIN OF THR 



TllE PONOMOOSI OR PROPHETS AMONG THE 
KAMSCHADALES, CORIAKS, &c. 

We are assured by Sontini, Abornethy, and La Roche 
that sevenl tribes in the north-east paits of Asia liave 
tlioir prophets whom they call Ponomnosi. This deceit- 
ful order, they^ tell us, predict their fate in battle and 
Uioir success in the chase ; and this knowledge they pre- 
tend to have received from their deities. They retire 
into the forest, where they fast for several days. During 
Ihis tinic they beat a drum, cry, howl, sings, and smoke. 
This preparation is accompanied with so many furious 
actions that one would take them for evil spirits. 

These fortune-tellers are visited at night by their re- 
lations, who bring them intelligence of every thing that 
hapiiens in the villages during their absence. By these 
means they are enabled, on their return from their dens, 
to impose upon the credulous ; because the first part of 
their prophecy consists of giving an account of all those 
who married, died, and return^ from the chase since 
tliey departed. They seldom fail in giving a correct 
statement of these and other thini^s, as their private in- 
formants are equally interested in the success of their 
prophecy, from an expectation of being remunerated. 

" The Po7Mww)o« of the Coriaks, says Alxjmethy, are 
an inferior order of priests, who declare the will of their 
deitiesy and act as iheir interpreters ; but in offering 
sacrifices, the Ponomoosi are never their priests. Their 
chief employment is to practise physic, in which they 
are sometimes successful, and to foretell the consequence 
of their wars and the chase. They practice physic on 
principles founded on the knowledge of simples, on ex- 
perience, and on cirrnmstances, as they do in other 
countries. To this knowledge they always join a great 
deal of superstition and imposture." 

The following account of a conjurer is given us by Cap- 
tain Lyon. This is also another sort of impostors, no less 
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ridiculous than the former, and differing merely ia 
name. 

" All light being excluded, the sorcerer b^an chant- 
ing with great vehemence. He then, as fax as I could 
perceive, be^an turning himself rapidly nmnd, and in a 
loud, powerful voice vociferated for Tornga (the name of 
his familiar spirit) with great impatience, at the same 
time blowing and snorting like a walrus. His noise, 
impatience, and agitation, increased every moment, and 
he at length seated himself on the deck, varying his 
tones, and making a rustling with his clothes. Sud- 
denly, the voice seemed smothered, and was so managed 
as to sound as if re reating beneath the deck, ea«h mo- 
ment becoming more distant, and ultimately giving the 
idea of being many feet below the cabin, when it ceased 
entirely. His wife now informed me, that the conjurer 
had dived under the ship, and that he would send up 
Tornga. Accordingly in about a minute, a distant blow- 
ing was heard, very slowly approaching, and, a voice, 
which differed from that we had at first heard, was at 
times mingled with the blowing, until at length both 
sounds became distuict, and the old woman told me 
Tornga was come to answer my questions. I accord- 
ingly asked several questions of the sagacious spirit, to 
to each of which 1 received an answer by two loud slaps 
on the deck, which I was given to understand were fa- 
vorable. A very hollow, yet powerful voice, certainly 
much different from that of the conjurer's, now chanted 
for some time; a jumble of hisses, grotins, shouts, and 
gobblings like a turkey, succeeded in rapid order, when 
the spirit asked permission to retire. The voice tUxea 
gradually sank from our hearing as at first, and a very 
in istinct hissing succeeded, (in its advance it sounded 
like the tone produced by the wind on the base chard of 
an Eolian harp,) this was soon changed to a rapid hiss 
like that of a rocket, and the conjurer with a yell an- 
nounced his return." 

Santini tells us that prophets of the same^ kin(} are 
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held in great veneration among different tribes in 
Tartary ; but that they do not use so many ridiculous 
ceremonies in their predictions. 



ORATORS AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 

Amon^ the Indians every tribe and every village 
have their orators as well as 'priests^ physiciamy hwd 
jugglers. In the public councils and in the general 
assemblies they have a right to plead the cause of 
criminals and plaintiffs. An European would scarcely 
believe their fluency of speech and the loftiness of their 
ideas. They speak for a long time and to the purpose. 
Nothing can be more pleasing than to witness ihe in- 
terest which the orator tnkes in defending those who 
employ him. On some occasions the women employ an 
orator who speaks in their names, if they imagine that 
their liberties are encroached on. 

No person would think that the Indians in their original 
state, when they had no possessions, either public or 

Erivate, nor any ambition to extend their power, should 
ave so many affairs to be thus adjusted. It is true, that 
the Indians, as well as the rest of the human family 
ilegociated and carried on a kind of traffic among them- 
selves, and especially with the Europeans sjincethey be- 
came acquainted with each other. Under such circum- 
stances, therefore, we need not feel astonished that ttiey 
had also their courts of justice. They had, besides, 
some new treaties to conclude, to renew offers of service 
and mutual civility, to court alliances, and to join in- 
vitations in making; war. Any business of thisd^i- 
•cription, we are told, was conducted with dignity, great 
attention, and ability. 
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ORATORS AMONG SEVERAL ASIATIC TRIBES. 

" I have seen no tribe in Siberia," says Abernethy, 
" who had not their councils, and courts of justice, with 
their orators, and public pleaders, who are by them called 
Periotsi-Katosiy that is, men of justice. The orators of 
the Makouriy a tribe of the Tongusian nation, displayed 
no small degree of talents and eloquence on a certain oc- 
casion when a young man, the son of their respective 
chief, appeared before one of their courts of justice, accused 
of having murdered his uncle. His own father presided 
with as much dignity and pomp, as usually attend the 
judges and courts of more civilized nations. The venera- 
ble chief evinced a firm determination to administer justice, 
even although by the law his son should be put to death, 
if found guilty. The heads of every family were seated 
round the chief , whom he addressed briefly in the following 
manner : — ^'My brother has been murdered ; my son stands 
before you now, and for you it is to find out whether he 
is guilty or not. The law of your nation demands blood 
for blood ; because such were the laws of our forefathers.' 
An orator, tall and grave, fluent and rather eloquent, 
stood in the centre of the circle and harangued for an hour 
to defend the young chief; and if I recolltct well, he 
commenced with these words : ' Ponyong is gone to his 
fathers-r-he is dead, but not murdered ; for who would 
take the life of him who bore the wounds of fifty battles ? 
His nephew stands before you as if he had spilt the blood 
ofhis own kindred: they say, it is true, that he is the 
murdereli' ; but who are they that accuse him ? Are they 
not they whose words should not be believed ? Have they 
fought either for you or their country ? They never saw 
the face of an enemy. Has he not fought already ? Has 
he not led YOU to the field / Has he not conducted you 
victorious from the battles in the absence of his father 1 
If you destroy him you destroy an innocent man, the 
pride of your nation, and the conqueror ofyoureneoues.' 
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This, however, will suffice as a specimen of Siberian 
oratory. His feelings appeared to be very much excited 
as his innumerable but natural gestures expressed. 
Whether it was through his eloquence, or their regard for 
the life of the accused, 1 know not, but the young chief 
was not found guilty." 

La Roche mentions the natural eloquence of the 
orators of the Kamschadales- Santini says, that among 
different nations in Tartary and Siberia, orators plead at 
their councils and courts of justice. 



THE COUNCILS AND GOVERNMENT OF VILLAGES, 
AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 

We are told by travellers and missionaries that the In- 
dians, even when they were first visited by Europeans, 
conducted themselves in their assemblies with uch 
prudence, maturity, and ability, as would do honor to the 
Areopaorus of Athens, and the Senate of Rome, in the 
most flourishing times of those repubUcs. Nothing is 
concluded hastily, and that self-interest which so often 
corrupts the senator of civilized nations, never prevailed 
in the Indians when they discussed affairs which related 
to the public good. It is also true, that they possess, in 
the highest degree, the art of concealing their proceedings. 
For the most part, the glory of the nation, and the motives 
of honor, are the chief objects at which they aim. But 
what cannot be excused, is that almost all the time, during 
which they sit in council, is consumed in concocting 

Elans in order to revenge them on their enemies; this, 
owever, can only be remedied by the Christian religion, 
although some Christians are as vindictive as any savage. 
"As to what relates to private persons," says the 
Bishopof Meaux, "and the particular concerns of the 
villaiie, these thinos are soon decided amono: some na- 
tions} but among other tribes they are referred to higher 
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courts, and considerable time may elapse before they are 
settled. A single affair, however tr>fliag it may be, is 
sometimes a long time under deliberation. Every thing 
is treated wiih a gieat deal of circumspection, and nothing 
is decided till they have heard the opinion of all their 
elders. If they have made a present to an elder, in order 
to secure his vote, they are sure of his interest, when the 
present is accepted. It was never heard, that an Indian 
failed in an engagement of this kind; but he seldom ac- 
cepts it, and when he does, he never receives it with both 
hands. The young people enter early into the knowl- 
edge of business, which renders them serious and mature 
in an age in which they are yet children. This interests 
them in the public good from their early youth, and in- 
spires them with an emulation Which is cherished with 
great care, and from which there is reason to expect great 
benefits. 

" The most apparent defect of their government, is, the 
want of punishment for crimes. But this defect has not 
the same effect among them, which it would inevitably 
have with European nations. -The great spring of our 
passions, and the principal source of the disorders which 
most disturb civil society, which is self 'interest^ have 
scarcely any power over people who never think of laying 
up riches, and who take little thought for the morrow. 
They may also be reproached for their manner of bringing 
up their children. They know not what it is to chastise 
tbem. Whilst they are little, they say they have no rea- 
" son ; neither are they of opinion, that punishment pro- 
motes understanding. When they are old enough to rea- 
son, they say that they are the masters of their own ac- 
tions, and that they are accountable to no person for 
them. 

" In a word, the American Indians are entirety convin- 
ced that man is born free ; that no power on earth has 
any right to make any attempts against his liberty ; and 
that nothing can make him amendis for its loss. We have 
even had much pains to undeceive those coDverteA to 
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Christianity on this head, and to make them understands 
that in consequence of the corruption of our nature, which 
is the effect of sin, an unrestrained liberty of doing evil 
difiers little from the necessity of doing it, considering the 
strength of the inclination, which carries us to it ; and 
that the law which restrains us, brings us nearer to our 
first liberty, in seeming to deprive us of it. Happy for 
them, experience does not make them feel in many 
material articles all the force of this bias, which it pro- 
duces in other countries. As their knowledge is more 
confined than ours, so are their desires still more so. 
Being used only to the simple necessaries of life which 
PijDvidence has suflSciently provided for them, they have 
scarcely any idea of superfluity. 



COUNCILS AND GOVERNMENT AMONG ASIATIC 
NATIONS. 

" Tutte le nazioni," says Santini, " che si trovan^ fra i 
Tongusi, Coriaki, Kamschadali, e molte altre in qnella 
parte d' Asia settentrionale hanno dei condghi, che 
sono composti del principe e dei maggiomati. Tutti 
gh affari che appartengono alia guerra, alia pace, alle 
regole della caccia, ed altre cose domestice, sono qui 
esaminate. 

** Quanto al loro govemo, ogni cosa e regolata in questi 
oonciglii. II loro principe ancora regola molte querele 
dase stesso, senza andar al concigUo. li'omicidio e 
punito, pero, dagli amici di quelle chi era stato ammaz- 
zato, ealloro piacere. Molti mi hanno detto che, benche 
Pomicidio secondo le loro leg^i, e proibito sotto pena 
della vita, F assassino e rarissune volte castigato colla 
morte ; perche credono che I'omicidio era ordinato dallo 
spirito cattivo." 

Here we see, that acoordii^ to Santini, all the different 
tribes among the Tongusi^ O^riaks,^ Eamsdiadales and 
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many others inhabiting the north- east parts of Asia, have 
coancils composed of the chief and the elders. All the 
affiiirs which appertain to war, peace, the chase, and 
their domestic laws are here discussed and decided. 

As to their government, I may say that these councils ' 
constitute their legislative assemblies ; for in them their 
laws ciVil and military are framed and administered. The 
chief also decides many private quarrels on his own au- 
thority without referring to council. The punishment of 
a murderer is at the mercy of the relations of the murdered. 
We are often told that although murder, according to law, 
should be punished with death, the murderer is seldom 
put to death, because they beheve that it was the desire 
of their evU Geniiy that such a thing should come to pass. 

This has been confirmed by Abernethy and La Roche. 
Abernethy, however, observes that the Kamschadales and 
some Tartar tribes have war chiefs who preside at their 
councils of war, and lead their warriors to battle ; and 
others who govern their villages, never leaving home. 
La Roche says, that the chief who remains at home, is the 
hereditary one ; and that the war chief is elected by the 
warriors ; however, he observed, that if the hereditary one 
was of a military and heroic disposition, he would insist 
upon going to battle. We shall now proceed to give a 
promiscuous account of the manners and customs of the 
Indians, according to the journals of the Bishop of Meaux, 
Rosetti, Claude Allouez, Paul du Ru, M. de St. Cosme, 
and others, who were the first missionaries that ever 
preached Christianity to the red men of North America 
when the Canadas were in the possession of the French. 
After that, we shall offer a general sketch of the manners 
and customs of different nations in north-east Asia, which 
will also in no small degree tend, by their coincidence, to 
prove the identity of the people — that is to say— that the 
North American Indians and these Asiatic tribes, were 
once united. The foregoing comparative views of the 
different customs of the Americaa and Asiatic tribes will^^ 
no doubt, satisfy the reader ; however, as we wish not 
16 
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only to prove an affinity between the inhabitants -of both 
continents, but also to deliver down to posterity their 
national peculiarities before they disappear, it is but ri^ht, 
we think, to impart as much information as we possibly 
can. 



Various customs among the north 

AMERICAN INDIANS. 

SHAPES WHICH THEY GIVE TO THEIR CHILDREN. 

There are, on the continent of America, some nations 
which they call Flai Heads. These have their foreheads 
very flat, and the top of their heads lengthened. This 
Aape is not the work of nature ; it is the mothers who 

S^veittotheir children as soon as they are bom. For 
is end, they apply to their foreheads and the back part 
of their heads, two masses of clay, or some other heavy 
substance, which they bind by little till the skuU has 
taken ihe shape they desire to give it. It appears that 
this operation is very painful to the children, whose 
nostrils emit some whitish matter; but neither this 
circumstance, nor the cries of these little innocents, 
alarm their mothers, as they are desirous of procuring 
them a handsome appearance, without which they can- 
not conc^ive how others can be satisfied. It is qnite the 
reverse with certain Algonquins, nnmed Round Heads 
or Bowl Heads ; for they ruake their beautj*^ consist in 
having their heads perfectly round : and mothers take 
care also very early to give them this shape. 
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What strengthens and shapes the Indians so 

WELL. 

^ The children of the Indians when they leave the 
cradle, are not confined in any manner ; and as soon as 
they can crawl upon their hands and feet, ttoy let them 
go wh re they will, quite naked, into the water, into the 
woods, and into the snow, whfch makes their bodies 
strong, their limbs very supple, and hardens thema^nst 
the injuries of the air ; but it* makes them also subject to 
distempers of the stomach and lungs which destroy them 
early. In summer, they run as soon as they are up to 
the river, or into the lakes, and continue there a part 
of the day, playing like fish when it is fine weather at 
the surface of the water. It is certain that nothing is 
better than this exercise to make their joints free, and lo 
render them nimble. 



THEIR FIRST EXERCISES. 

They put a bow and arrow into their hands betimes ; 
and in order to excite in them that emulation, which is 
the best teacher of the arts, there is no need to set their 
breakfasts on the top of a tree, as they did with the 
young Lacedemonians, They are all bom with that 
passion for glory that has no need of a spur ; and indeed 
they shoot with a surprising exactness, and with a little 
practice, they acquire the same dexterity in the use of 
nre arms. They make them also wrestle, and they 
pursue this exercise so eagerly, that they would often 
kill one another, if they were not parted. Those who 
are defeated, are so enraged at it, that they do not take the 
least repose till they have their revenge. 
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IN WHAT CONSISf S THEIR EDUCATION. 

In general their fathers and mothers neglect nothing* 
to inspire their children with certain principles of honor, 
which they preserve all their lives, but which they often 
abuse ; and in this their whole education consists. 
When they give their instructions on this head, it is 
always in an indirect way ; the most common is to relate 
to them the brave actions of their ancestors, or of their 
countrymen. These young people are fired at these 
stories, and are never easy till they find an opportunity 
of imitating the exsmiples they have made them admire. 
Sometimes, to correct them for their faults, they use 
piavers and tears, but never menaces. They would 
make no nupression on spirits, prepossessd with an 
6piiiia9 that no person has a right to use compulsion. 



WORKS OF IHE WOMEN. 

The little works of the women, and which are their 
common employment in the cabins, are to make thread 
of the inner membranes of the bark of a tree, which they 
oall the white wood. They work it pretty nearly as 
Europeans do the hemp. The women also dye every 
thing. They make several works with bark, on which 
they work small fio^ures with porcupine's quills. They 
make little cups or other utensils of wood : they em- 
broider roebuck skins, and they knit girdles and garters 
with the hair or wool of the buffalo. 



WORKS OF THE MEN. 



As for the men, they glory in their idleness ; and, in 
reality, they pass above half of their lives in doing 
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nothing, in the persuasion that daily labor disgraces a 
man, which, ihey imagine, should be the duty of the 
women. Man, they say, is only made for war, hunting, 
and fishing. Nevertheless it belongs to Ihem to make 
all things necessary for these three exercises ; therefore, 
making arms, nets, and all the equipage of the hunters 
and fishers, chiefly belong to them, as well as the ca- 
noes and their rigging, the raquets or snow shoes, and 
the binding and repairing of cabins ; but they often 
oblige the women to assist them in all these thi|^« 



THEIR HATCHETS. 

These people, before they had been furnished with' 
hatchets and other tools by Europeans, were greatly em- 
barrassed in cutting down their trees and fitting them for 
use. They burnt them at the foot, anid^to split and cut 
them they used hatchets made of flints, which did not 
break, but took up a great deal of time to sharpen. To 
fix them in the handle, they cut oflFthe head of a young 
tree, and, ns if thej^ would have grafted it, they made a 
notch in it, into which they thrust the head of the hatch- 
et. After some time the tree, by growing together, kept 
the hatchet so fixed that it could not come out ; then 
they cut the tree to such a length as they would have 
the handle. ='--"' 



THE FORM OF THEIR VILLAGES. 

Their villages have generally no regular form. The 
greatest part of the French missionaries represent them 
as being of a round form, and perhaps their authors had 
not seen any but of this sort. These villages consisted 
of a heap of cabins without order ; some like cart houses. 
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Others like tunnels, built of bark, supported by posts, 
sometimes plastered on the outside with mud in a 
coarse manner; in a word, built with less art, neatness, 
and solidity than the cabins of thd beaver. These cab- 
ins are about fifteen and twenty feet in breadth, and 
sometimes a hundred in length ; then they contain sev- 
eral fires ; for a fire never takes up more than twelve 
feet. When the floor is not sufficient for all the inhabi- 
tants to sleep on, the young people lay on a wide bench, 
about five or six feet high, that runs the whole length of 
the cabin. The furniture and provisions are over this, 
placed on pieces of wood put across under the roof. For 
the most part there is before Ihe door a sort of porch, 
where the young people sleep in the summer, and which 
serves for a wowi house in the winter. The doors are 
nothing but bark, fixed like the umbrella of a window, 
and they never shut close. These cabins have neither 
windows nor chimneys ; but they leave an opening in 
the middle of the roof, by which part the smoke goes 
out; and they are obliged to cover it, when it rains or 
snows, and then they must extinguish the fire lest 
they be blinded with smoke. 



THEIR NOTION OF THE ORIGIN OF MAN. 

Nothing is more certain than that the American In- 
dians have an idea of a First Being, but at the same time 
nothing is more obscure. They agree, in general, in 
making him the First Spirit, the Lord and Creator of the 
world, but when they are pressed a little on this article, 
to explain what they mean by the First Spirit^ we find 
nothing but odd fancies, fables so ill conceived, systems 
so little digested, and so litde uniformity, that one can 
say nothing regular on this subject. It has been said 
that the Sions came much neairer than the rest to what 
we think'of this first principle. Almost all the Algon- 
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Stin nations have given the name of the Great Hare to 
e.First Spirit ; some call hioi Michabovy others Ataho- 
can. The Areskoui of the Hurons, and the Agrescoue 
of the Iroquois, is, in the opinion of tliese people, the 
Supreme Being and the God of War. 



VESTALS AMONG THE INDIANS. 

In some memoirs we are told, that many nations of 
this continent had formerly yoimg maids, who never had 
any conversation with man, and consequently never 
married ; but we shall neither warrant nor contradict 
this assertion, because our authors appear somewhat 
doubtful on this point. It is true, however, that the In- 
dieuis show us some plants which, they say, are very 
salutary, but which nave no virtue unless they are 
administered by virgin hands. It has also been related 
with greater confidence, that among the Hurons and 
Iroquois there were hermits^ who observed continence. 



THEIR VOWS. 

It cannot be doubted that the vows of the Indians 
were pure acts of religion, and that they performed them 
on the same occasions as Christians do. For instance, 
when they were out of provisions, as it often happened 
in their journiesand huntings, they promised their Genii, 
to give, in honor of them, a portion of the first beast they 
should kill to one of their chiefs, and not to eat till they 
should have performed their promise. If they find this 
impossible, because the. chief is at a great distance, they 
burn what was designed for him, and make a sort of 
sacrifice. 
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THEIR FASTS. 



Some have fancied that their fasts were only intended 
to accustom them to bear hunger, and it may partly be 
designed for this end ; but all the circumstances which 
accompany them, leave no room to doubt that religion 
is the principal motive. 



THEIR THOUGHTS OF THE IMMORTALITY OF THE 
SOUL. 

When we ask the Indians what they think of their 
souls, they tell us that they are, as it were, the shadows 
and the ammated images of the body ; and it is in con- 
sequence of this principle that they believe every thing 
is luiimated in the universe. Therefore, it is entirely by 
tradition that they hold that our souls do not die. In 
the different expressions they use to explain themselves 
on this subject, they often confound the soul with its 
faculties, and the faculties with their operations, though 
they very well know how to make the distinction when 
they choose to speak correctly. 



OF THE COUNTRY OF SOULS. 

The Indians believe that the souls, when they die, 
ore to part for ever from their bodies, and that they go 
to a region which is appointed to be their everlasting 
abode. This country, say the Indians, is far to the west, 
and the souls are several months travelling thither. 
They have also great difficulties to surmount, and they 
run through great dangers before they go there. They 
speak especially of a river they have to pass where many 
have been wrecked j of a dog, from which it is not easy 
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to defend one's self ; of a place of torments, where they 
expiate their faults ; of another where the souls of the 
prisoners of war who had been burnt, are tormented. 

This notion is the reason why, after the death of these 
wretches, for fear their souls should stay about the cabins, 
to revenge their suflferings, they very carefully visit all 
places, striking continually with a stick, and sending 
forth hideous cries, to drive away these souls. 



Without entering into details of other customs peculiar 
to the Asiatic tribes, to whom we have already so often 
alluded, we need only say, that the diflferent practices 
which we have latterly described among the North 
American Indians, are common in Asia, especially 
among the Coriaks, ^amschadales, and others. Aber- 
nethy tells us, that among the Coriaks, the mothers give, 
as they imagine, a decorous fornjito their children,, wiieft . 
infants, by applying three boards, one on the top togilsi^'- 
them a flat head, and one on each side to give them k'^ 
sharp forehead. 

Whenever their children arrive at 12 years of age, 
they are to accompany the hunters into the forest, in 
order to imbibe while young a desire of excelling in that 
exercise. He who excels among these youths, receives 
presents from the village on their return home. Their 
education consists solely in hearing the brave actions '^^: 
of their forefathers. ^ y 

The women are generally employed in making dres&h 
es, both for themselves and their family ; they procure 
fuel and cultivate the soil ; in short, they provide all the 
furniture which is required in their cabins. The men 
are generally engaged in war, hunting, or fishing. They 
deem labor beneath the dignity of pian. Their hatchets, 
which they call Marooski^ . we f fj fa iciently much the 
same as those which were originsaly used among the 
North American Indians : they werJ^BMide of hard flint : 

* 1 
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sometimes they were observed to fell huge trees with 
them. The Tongusi observe fasts ; they also perform 
vows as well as the North American Indians. They 
believe that the soul shall never die, and that it has to 
perform a long journey before it reaches its destination. 
These, and many other customs among the Asiatics, 
coincide in a striking manner with the inhabitants of 
the western continent. 



AN INDIAN CHIEF'S ACCOUNT OF THE ORIGIN OF 
THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 

[The following journey of an Indian chief across the 
continent of North America, during the middle of last 
century, will in some measure tend to prove the Asiatic 
origin of the North American Indians. It has been re- 
duced to writing by M. Le Page du Pratz, and commu- 
nicated to the Literary Society of Quebec by Andrew 
Stuart, Esq.] 

" It has been often conjectured, that America was 
originally peopled from Siberia or Tartary, and that 
these Asiatic tribes entered this continent by the way of 
Kamschatka. There are many reasons for believing 
that the new continent as well as the old has been peo- 
pled by different races at different times, and that the 
last great change which took place, was produced by a 
great Siberian or Tartar invasion, similar to that which 
UQder Gengiskhan devastated the Chinese empire, and 
to that which overwhelmed the Roman empire. The 
exterminating character of these Asiatic tribes is well 
known, and \i is probable that the whole race which 
built the forts, the vestiges of which arefpund between 
Lake Ontario and the Gulf of Mexico, was utterly de- 
stroyed by these Siberian invaders, whose descendants 
we now see scattered over the North American continent. 
I do not mean here to enter on the grounds and reasons 
on which this opinion rests, but beg leave to lay before 
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the public, facts relating to this subject, that seemed to 
me to be of interest to be found in a work not so general- 
ly known as it ought to be ; this is the history of Louis- 
iana by M. Le Page du Pratz, who gives the following 
account of the peopling of America : 'When the Nat- 
chez retired to this part of America, where I saw they 
were found to be several nations, or rather the remains 
of several nations ; some on the east, and some on the 
west of the Mississippi. These are the people wha 
are distinguished among the natives, by the name of the 
red men ; and their origin is so much the more obscure, 
as they have no tradition, nor arts and sciences like the 
Mexicans, from whence we might draw some satisfac- 
tory inferences. All that I could learn from them was, 
that they came from the North and the sun setting* 
This account they uniformly adhered to whenever they- 
gave an account of their origin. This lame traditic« 
did not at all satisfy the desire I had of being informed 
on this subject. I made great inquiries to know if there 
was any old wise man among the neighbouring nations, 
who could give me further intelligence about the origin 
of the natives. I was happy enough to discover one, 
named Moneachi-ape among the YazmiSj a nation 
about forty leasfues north of the Natchez. This man 
was remarkable for his understanding and elevation of 
sentiments ; and I may justly compare him to those first 
Greeks who travelled chiefly into the East to examine 
the manners and customs of different nations, and to 
communicate to their fellow citizens on their return, the 
knowledge which they had acquired. Moneacht-ape^ 
indeed, never executed so noble a plan ; but he had, how- 
ever, conceived it. He was by the French called the 
Interpreter, because he understood several of the North 
' American languages ; but the other name which I men- 
tioned was given him by his own nation, and signifies 
the killer of pain and fatigues. This name was indeed 
most justly applicable to him ; for to satisfy his curiosity 
he made lig^t of the most dangerous and painful jotif^ 
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nies in which he had spent several years of his life. 
He sta>ed two or three days with me, and on my desir- 
ing him to give me an account of his travels, he very 
readily complied with my request and spoke to the fol- 
lowiug effect : 

" * I had lost my wife and all the children I had by 
her. When I undertook my journey towards the sun 
rising, I set out from my village contrary to the inclina- 
tion of all my relations. I went iSrst to the ChirasawSj 
our fhends and neighbours. I continued several days 
among them, to inform myself whether they knew 
whence we all came, or at least whence they came 
themselves ; they who were our elders, since from them 
came the language of the country. As they could not 
inform me, I proceeded on my journey. I reached the 
country of the Chc^unous, and afterwards went up the 
Wabash or Ohio, almost to its source, which is in the 
country of the Iroquois or five nations. I left them, 
however, towards tne north, and during the winter, 
which is in that country very severe and long, I lived 
in a village of the Abenaquisy where I contracted an ac- 
quaintance with a man somewhat older than myself, 
who promised to conduct me the following spring to 
the great water. Accordingly when the snows were 
melted and the weather wa^. settled, we proceeded east- 
Wfiuxf, and after several days' journey, I at length saw 
the great wnter, which filled me with such joy and ad- 
mirntion, that I could not speak. Night drawing on, wo 
took up our lodging on a high banlc above the high 
water, which was sorely vexed by the wind, and made 
so great a noise that I could not sleep. Next day the 
ebbing and flowing of the water filled me with great 
apprehension ; but my companion quieted my fears by 
assuring me that the water observed certain bounds 
both in advancing and retiring. Having satisfied our 
curiosity in viewing the great water, we turned to the 
village of the Abenaquis, where I continued the follow- 
ing winter ; and after the snows were meltedj my com- 
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panion and I went and viewed the great fall of the river 
St. Lawrence at Niagara, which was distant from the 
village several days' journey. The view of this great 
fall at first marie my hair stand on end, and my heart 
almost leapt out of its place ; but afterwards before I left, 
I had the courage to walk under it. Next day we took 
the shortest road to Ohio^ and my companion and I 
cutting down a tree on the bank of the river, we formed 
it into a Pettiaugre^ which served to conduct me down 
the Ohio and the Mississippi^ after which, with much 
diffi :ulty, I went up our small river ; and at length ar- 
rived safe among my relations, who were rejoiced to see 
me in good health. 

"'This journey instead of satisfying only jjeAied to 
excite my curiosity. Our old men for several years/had 
told me that the ancient speech informed them that the 
red men of the north came originally much higher and 
much farther than the source of the river Missouri ; and 
as I had longed to see, with my own eyes, the land 
whence our first fathers came, I took my precautions for 
my journey westwards. Having provided a small quan- 
tity of corn, I proceeded up along the eastern bank of the 
river Missouri, till I came to the Ohio.t I went up along 
the bank of this last river about the fourth part oi a day's 
journey, that I might be able to cross it without being 
carried into the Mississippi. There I formed a Cau- 
geux, or raft of canes, by the assistance of which I pass- 
ed over the river ; and next day meeting with a herd of 
buffaloes in the meadows, I killed a fat one, and took 
from it the fillets, the bunch, and the tongue. Soon after 
I arrived among the Tamaroas, a village of the nation 
of Illinois, where I rested several days and then proceed- 
ed northwards to tlie mouth of the Missouri, which af- 
ter it enters the great river runs for a considerable time 
without intermixing its muddy waters with the clear 
stream of the other. Having crossed the Mississippi^ I 
went up tlMt Missouri along its northern bank, and after 
several dap? journey I arrived at the nation of the Mis- 
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8ouri, where I staid a long time to learn the language 
that is spoken beyond them. In going along the Im^- 
aouri I passed through meadows a whole day's journey 
in length which were quite covered with buffaloes. 

" * When the cold was past, and the snows were, melt- 
ed I continued my journey up along the Missouri^ till I 
came to the nation of the west, or the Cawras. After- 
wards in consequence of directions from them, I proceed- 
ed in the same course, near thirty days, and at length I 
met with some of the nation of Otters, who were hunt- 
ing in that neighbourhood, and were surprised to see me 
alone. I continued with the hunters two or three days, 
and then accompanied one of them and his wife, who 
was near her time of lying in, to their village, which lay 
far off betwixt the north and west. We continued our 
journey along the Missouri for nine dajrs, and then we 
marched directly north for five days, and met more of 
the Otters, who received me with as much kindness as 
if I had been of their own nation. A few days after, I 
joined them, when we came to the fine river which runs 
westward in a direction contrary to that of the Missouri, 
we proceeded down this river a whole day and arrived 
at a village, a party of the Otters, who were going to 
carry a Calumet of peace to a nation beyond them, and 
we embarked in a Pettiaugre and went down the river 
for eighteen days, landing now and then to supply our- 
selves with provisions. When I arrived at the nation who 
were at peace with the Otters, I stayed with them till 
the cold was past, that I might learn their language, 
which was common to most of the nations that lived be- 
yond them. The cold was hardly gone when I em- 
barked on the fine river, and in my course I met with sev- 
eral nations with whom I generally stayed but one night, 
till I arrived at the nation which is but one day's jour- 
ney from the great water in the west. This nation 
lives in the wood about the distance of a league from the 
river, from the apprehension of bearded men, who come 
on their coasts in floating villages and carry off their 
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children and make slaves of them, These men are de- 
scribed to be white, with long white beards that came 
down to their breasts. They were thick and short, and 
had large heads covered with cloth ; they were alwa3rs 
dressed, even in the greatest heats ; their clothes fell 
down to the middle oftheir legs, which with their feet 
were covered with red or yellow stuff. Their arms made 
a great fire and a great noise ; and when they saw 
themselves out numbered by red metty they retired on 
board their lars:e PetHaugres ; and their number some- 
times amounted to thirty, but never more. 

"* Those strangers came from the sun-setting, in search 
of a yellow stinkmg wood, which dyes a fine yellow col- 
or ; but the people of this nation, that they might not be 
tempted to visit them, destroyed all those kinds of trees. 
Two other nations in their neighbourhood, however, 
having no other wood, could not destroy them, and 
were still visited by these strangers ; and being greatly 
incommoded by them, had invited their allies to assist 
them in making an attack upon them the next time they 
would return. The following summer I accordingly 
joined in this expedition, and after travelling five lon^ 
days' journey, we came to the place where the bearded 
men usually landed ; there we waited seventeen days 
for their arrival. The red men, by my advice, placed 
themselves in umbu cade to surprise the strangers, and 
accordingly, when they landed, we were so successful 
as to kill eleven of them ; the rest immediately escaped 
on board two large Pettiaugres and fled westward on the 
great water. 

" * Upon examining those whom we had killed, we 
found them much smaller than ourselves, and rather 
fairer ; they had a large head, and in the middle of the 
crown the hair was very long ; their heads were wrapt 
in great many folds of stuff, and their clothes seemed to 
be made neither of wool or silk, they were very soft, and 
of different colours ; two only of those who were killed 
had fire arms, powder, and ball. I tried their pieces and 
18* 
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found that they were much heavier than ours, and did 
not kill at so great a distance. After the expedition, I 
thought of nothing but proceeding on my journey, and 
with that design I let the red men return home, and 
joined myself to those who lived more westward on ll.^e 
coast, with whom I travelled along the coast of ihQ great 
river, which bends directly betwixt the north and the 
sun-setting. When I arrived at the village of my fel- 
low travellers where I found the days very long and the 
nights very short, I was advised by the old men to give 
up every thought of continuing my journey. They told 
me that the land extended a long way between the north 
and the sun-setting ; after which it ran directly west 
and at length was cut by the great water from north to 
south. One of them added that when he was young, he 
knew a very old man who had seen that distant land be- 
fore it was cut away by the great water, and that when 
the great water was low, many rocks still appeared in 
those parts. Finding it therefore impracticable to pro- 
ceed much farther on account of the severity of the cli- 
mate and the want of game, I returned by the same route 
by which I had set out ; and reducing my whole travels 
westward to two days' journey, I compute thai they 
would not have employed me thirty-six moons ; but on 
account of my frequent delays it was five years before I 
returned to my relations among the Yazons.' 

" The remarkable difference I observed between the 
Natchez including in that name the nfitions whom they 
as brethren, and the other people of Lousiana. made me 
extremely desirous of knowmg whence both of them ori 
g^inally came. We had not then that fall, the in forma 
tion which we have since received from the travels and 
discoveries of M. De Lisle in the eastern part of the 
Russian empire. I therefore applied myself one day to 
put the keeper of the temple in good humour, and hav- 
ing succeeded in that without much difficulty ; I then 
told him that from the little resemblance I observed be- 
tween the Natchez and the neighbouring tribes, I was of 
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the opinion that they were not originally from the same 
country, and that if the ancient speech taught him any 
thing on that subject, he would do me a great pleasure 
to inform me of it. At these words he leaned his head 
on his two hands with which he covered his eyes, and 
having remained in that posture for a quarter of an hour, 
as if to recollect himself, he answered to the following ef- 
fect: 

" 'Before we came to this island we lived yonder under 
the sun, (pointing with his finger nearly south-west by 
which I understood he meant Mexico,) we lived in a fine 
country where the earth is always pleasant ; there our 
suns had their abode, and our nation maintained itself 
for a long time against hostile strangers, who conquered 
some of our villages in the plains, but never could force 
us from the mountains. Our nation extended itself 
along the great water where this large river loses itself; 
but as our enemies were become very numerous and 
very wicked, our suns sent some of our subjects who 
lived near this river, to examine whether we could retire 
into the country through which it fio wed. The country 
on the east side being found extremely pleasant, the great 
sun upon the return of those who had examined it, 
ordered all his subjects who lived in the plains, and who 
still defended themselves against the enemies of ther coun- 
try, to remove into this land, here to build a temple, 
and to preserve the eternal fire. 

" * A great part of our nation accordingly settled here, 
where they lived in peace and abundance for several 
generations ; the great sun and those who had remained 
with him, never thought of joining us, being tempted to 
continue where they were by the pleasantness of the 
country, which was very warm, and by the weakness of 
their enemies who had fallen into civil dissensions by 
the ambition of one of their chiefs who wanted to raise 
himself from a state of equality with the other chiefs of 
- >. the villages, and to treat all his people as slaves. During 
^""^^ tlhose discords among our enemies, some of them even 
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entered into an alliance with the ^rreat sun, who stiU re- 
mained in our old country, that he might assist some 
other brethren who had settled on the bsuiks of the great 
water to the east of the large river, and extended them- 
selves so far on the coast, and among the isles that the 
great sun did not hear of them, sometimes for five or six 
years together 

" * It was not till after many generations that the great 
sun came to join us in this part of the country, where 
fiom the line climate and peace we had enjoyed, we had 
multiplied like the leaves of the trees. Warriors of fire 
who made the earth tremble had arrived in our old coun- 
try, and having entered into alliance with our brethren, 
conquered our ancient enemies ; but attempting after- 
wards to make slaves of our sons, they rather than sub- 
mit to them left our brethren who refused to follow 
them, and came hither attended only with their slaves.' 

" Upon my askinvr him who those warriors of fire 
were, he replied that they were bearded white men, 
somewhat of a brownish colour, who carried arms which 
started fire with a great noise, and killed at a great dis- 
tance, that they had likewise heavy arms which killed 
many men at once, and like thunder made the earth 
tremble, and that they came from the sun rising in 
floating villages. 

" * The ancients of the country, he said, were numer- 
ous, and inhabited from the western coast of the great 
water, to the northern countries on this side the sun, and 
very far up on the same coast beyond (he sun. I^hey 
had a great number of large and small villages, which 
were all built of stone and in which there were houses 
large enough to lodge a whole village. Their temples 
were built with great labour and art, and they made 
beautiful works of all kind of materials. 

" * But ye yourselves, said I, whence are ye come ? 
The ancient speech, he replied, did not tell whence we 
came ; all that we know is, that our fathers, to come 
hither, followed the sun and came with him from the 
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place where he rises ; that they were a long time on the 
journey, were all on the point of perishing, and wert 
brought into the country without seeking.' 

" As to those whom the Natchez,*' says Stuart, " call 
their ancient enemies or the ancients of the country of 
Mexico, I am of opinion, that ihey had a different origin 
from the Natchez and the North American Indians. 
Their temples, their sacrifices, their buildings, their form 
of government, and their manner of making war, all 
denote a people who had transmigrated in a body, and 
brought with them the arts, the sciences, and the cus- 
toms of their country. Those people had also the art 
of painting and writing. Their archives consisted of 
cloths of cotton, whereon they had paintcni or drawn 
chose transactions which they thought worthy of being 
transmitted to posterity. 

" It were greatly to be wished that the first conquerors 
of this new world had preserved to us the figures of those 
drawings ; for by comparing them with the characters 
used by other nations, we might perhapshave discovered 
the origin of the inhabitants. The knowledge we have 
of the Chinese characters, which are rather irregular 
drawings than characters, would probably have facilitated 
such a discovery ; and perhaps those of Japan would 
have been found to have greatly resembled the Mexican ; 
for I am strongly of opinion that the Mexicans are 
descended from one of those nations. In fact, where is 
the impossibility that some prince in one of those coun- 
tries, upon failing in an attempt to raise himself to the 
sovereign power, should leave his native country with 
all his partizans and look for some new land, where 
after he had established himself, he might drop all for- 
eign correspondence. The easy navigation of the South 
Sea, renders the thing probable; and the new map of the 
eastern bounds of Asia and the western of North Ame- 
rica, lately published by M. De Lisle^ makes it still 
more probable. This map makes it plainly appear, that 
between the island of Japan, or northern coasts of China, 
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and those of America, there are other lands which to 
this day have remained unknown ; and who will take 
on himself to say, that there is no land because it has 
not been discovered ? I have thereibre good grounds to 
believe that the Mexicans came from China or Japan, 
especially when 1 consider their reserved and uncom- 
municative disposition, which to this day prevails among 
the people of the eastern parts of Asia. The great an- 
tiquity of the Chinese nation, likewise makes it possible 
that a colony might have gone from there to America, 
early enough to be looked on as the ancients of tbe 
country. As a further corroboration of my conjectures, 
I was informed by a man of learning in 1762, that ki 
the king's library there is a Chinese manuscript which 
positively affirms that America was peopled by the in- 
habitants of Corea. 

"Monachtape, after givmg me an account of his 
travels, spent four or five days visiting among the Nat- 
chez, and then returned to take leave of me, when I made 
him a present of several wares of no value, among which 
was a concave mirror about two inches and a half di- 
ameter, which had cost me three pence and one half- 
penny : as this magtiified the face to four or five inches, 
its natural size, he was wonderfully delighted with it, 
and would not have exchanged it for the best mirror in 
France. After expressing his regret for parting with 
me, he returned highly satisfied to his own nation. 

" Monacht ape's account of the junction of America 
with the eastern part of Asia, seems confirmed from the 
following remarkable fact : — ' Some years ago the skele- 
tons of two large elephants and two small ones were dis- 
covered in a marsh near the Ohio River, and as they 
were not much conajimed it is supposed that the elephants 
came from Asia not Botany years before. If we also con- 
sider the form of government, and the manner of living 
among t! e northern nations of America, there will appear 
a great resemblance between them and the Tartars or 
Siberians in the north-east part of Asia.' 

** The foregoing story has in it many internal marks 
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of tnith. Some of the more prominent of them may be 
here succinctly stated. Indians who have never seen 
ihe ebbing and flowing of the tide, are wonderfully struck 
with this phenomenon. Many of the inhabitants of 
Quebec must still remember, that the great deputation 
of the Indian chiefs from the Mississippi, who came to 
Quebec during the administration of Sir George Pro-v. 
vest and had in their company the sister of Tecumseh, 
were often to be seen sitting in a row upon a wharf in 
the lower town of Quebec, contemplating in silence, and 
evidently under the deepest impression of awe, the rising 
and falling of the waters of the St. Lawrence. 

" The white men here described correspond in every 
particular with the Chinese, who, there is reason to be- 
lieve, held commercial intercourse with the south of 
Africa a long time before Vasco de Gama discovered 
and doubled the Cape of Good Hope. The Chinese are 
rather smaller than we are, and have the palest co;n- 
plexion indigences to Asia. Their muskets are match- 
locks, and heavier than ours, their powder is inferior in 
quality. 

" The stinking wood mentioned by the Indian chief 
is probably fnstic, yielding a yellow dye, which is the 
prevailing colour of the gaments of the superior classes 
in China. None of these things could have been known 
to the Indian chief, and the general tone and character 
of M l)u Pratz's work excludes the idea of his having 
fabricated the story." 

The learned Winterbotham, who wrote the history of 
North America, confirms us also in the opinion that 
America was entered from Asia by Kamschatka. 

" In the strait," says he, " which separates America 
from Asia, many islands are found, which probably were 
the mountains belonging to that tract of land, which we 
suppose to have been swallowed up by earthquakes ; 
which is made more probable by the multitude of vol- 
canoes which we know of in the Peninsula of Kamschat- 
ka. It is imaging, however,, that the sinking of that 
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land, and the separation of the two continents, by those 
great and extraordinary earthquakes mentioned in the 
histories of the Americans, which formed an era almost 
as memorable as that of the delude. The histories of the 
Toltecas fix such earthquakes m the year I Tecpatl ; 
but as we know not to what century that belonged, we 
can form no conjecture of the time that great calamity 
happened. If a great earthquake should overwhelm the 
Isthmus of Suez, and there should be at the same time 
as great a scarcity of historians as there were in the first 
ages after the deluge, it would be doubted, in 300 or 400 
years after, whether Asia had ever been united by that 
part to Africa ; imd many would firmly deny it. 

" Whether that great event, the sei)aration of the conti- 
nents, took place before or after the population of Ameri- 
ca, is as impossible as it is of littlemoment for us to know; 
but we are indebted to Cooke and his successor Gierke 
for settling a long dispute about the point from which it 
was eflfected. Their observations prove, that in one 
place the distance between continent and continent does 
not exceed thirty miles. This narrow strait has also in 
the middle two islands which would greatly facilitate the 
emigration of the Asiatics into the new world, supposing 
that it took place in canoes after the convulsion which 
rent the two continents asunder. Besides, it may be 
added, that these straits are, even in summer often filled 
with ice ; and in winter often frozen. In either ease 
mankind might find an easy passage ; in the last the 
way was extremely ready for quadrupeds to cross and 
stock the continent of America. Where, but from the 
vast expanse of the north-eastern world, to fix on the 
first tribes which contributed to peop{e the new world, 
now inhabited almost from end to end, is a matter which 
has drawn forth the most ingenious conjectures. 

" As mankind increased in numbers, they naturally 
protmded one another forward. Wars might be another 
cause of emigrations. There appears no reason why 
the north Asiatics might not be an officina virorufn. 
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as well as the Europeans. The overteemiag country to 
the east of the Riphoean mountains, must have found 
it necessary to discharge its inhabitants ; the first greal 
wave of people was forced forward by the next to i^ 
more powerful than itself; successive and new impulses 
continually arising, short rest was given to that which 
spread over a more eastern tract ; disturbed again and 
again, it covered fresh regions; at length, reaching the 
farthest limits of the old world, found a new one, vnih 
ample space to occupy unmolested fot ages ; till Columh 
bus cursed them by a discovery, which brought again 
new sins and new deaths to both worlds." 

" The inhabitants of the new world, (the diligent an- 
tiqu^y M. Pennant observes,) do not consist of the off- 
spring of a single nation ; different people at different 
periods arrived there ; and it is impossible to say that 
any one is now to be found on the ori^nal spot of its 
colonization. It is impossible, with the lights which we 
have so recently received, to admit that America could 
receive its inhabitants (at least the bulk of themj from 
any other place than eastern Asia. A few proofs may 
be added, taken from custonks. or dresses conmion to the 
inhabitants of both worlds ; some have been long ex- 
tinct in the old, but others remain in both in full force. 

" The custombf scalping^ was a barbarism in use with 
the Scythians, who carried about them at all times this 
savage mark oflriumph. They cut a circle round the 
neck, and stripped off the skin, as they would that of an 
ox. A little image found among the Calmucks, of a 
Tartarian deity, mounted on a horse, and sitting on a 
human skin, with scalps pendant from the breast, fully 
illustrates the custom of the Scythian progenitors, as de- 
scribed by the Greek historian. This usage, as the Eu- 
ropeans know by horrid experience, is continued to this 
day in America. The ferocity of the Scythians to the 
prisoners extended to the remotest part m Asia. The 
Kamschadales, even at the time when they were discov- 
ered by the Russians, put their prisoners to death by the 
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most lingering' and excruciating inventions ; a practice 
in full force till this day among the aboriginal Ameri- 
cans. A race of the Scythians were styled Anthropo- 
phagi, from their feeding on human fie^. 

" The people of Nootka Sound still make a repast on 
their fellow creatures ; but what is more wonderful, the 
savage allies of the British army have been known to 
throw the mangled limbs of the French prisoners into 
the horrible cauldron, and devour them with the same 
relish as those of a quadruped. 

" The Scythians were said, for a certain time, annual- 
ly to transform themselves into wolves, and again to re- 
sume the human shape. The new discoverwl Ameri- 
cans about Nootka Sound, at this time, disguise them- 
•selves in the dresses made of the skins of wolves and 
other wild beasts, and wear even the heads fitted to their 
own. These habits they use in the chase, to circumvent 
the animals of the field. But would not ignorance or 
•uperstilion ascribe to a supernatural metamorphosis- 
these temporary expedients to deceive the brute crea 
tion? 

" In their marches the Kamschadales never went 
abreast, but followed one another in the same track. The 
same custom is exactly observed by the Americans. 

"The Tongusi, the most numerous nation resident in 
Siberia, prick their faces with small pynctures with a 
needle in various shapes ; then rub into them charcoal, 
so that the marks become indelible. This custom is 
still observed in several parts of America. The Indians 
on the back of Hudson's Bay, to this day, perform the op- 
eration exactly in the same manner, itnd puncture the 
skin into various figures ; as the natives of New Zealand 
do at present, and as the ancient Britons did with the 
herb glastum, or woad, and the Virginians on the first 
discovery of that country by the English. 

" The Tongusi use canoes made of birch bark, dis- 
^ded over ribs of wood, and nicely sewed together. 
The Canadian and many other American nations, use 
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no Other sort of boats. The paddles of the Tonguai 
are broad at each end ; those of the people near Cook's 
River and of Onslascha, are of the same form. 

" In the burying of the dead, many of the American 
nations place the corpse at full length, after preparing it 
according to their customs. Others place it in a sitting 
posture, and lay by it the most valuable clothing, wamr 
pum, and other mattei*s. The Tartars and Conaks did 
the same as well as the Tongusi and Kamschadales, 
They all agree in covering the whole with earth, so as 
to form a tumulus, barrow, or earned. 

'' Some of the American nations hang their dead in 
tree.<5. Certain of the Tongusi observe a similar cus- 
tom. 

" We can draw some analogy from dress ; convenien- 
cy in that article must have been consulted on both con- 
tinents, and originally the materials must have been the 
same, the skins of birds and beasts. It is singular that 
the conic bonnet of the Chinese should be found among 
the people of Nootka. 

" In respect to the features and form of the human 
body, almost every tribe found along the western coast 
has some similitude to the Tartar and Siberian nations, 
and still retain the little eyes, small noses, high cheeks, 
and broad faces. They vary in size from the lustjr Cal- 
mucks to the little Nogains. The internal Americans, 
such as the five Indian nations, who are tall of body, ro- 
bust in make, and of oblong faces, are derived from a 
variety amon^ the Tartars and Siberians themselves. 

*^ The continent which stocked America with the hu- 
man race poured in the brute creation through the same 
passage. Yery few quadrupeds continued in the Penin- 
sula of Kamschatka ; M. Pennant enumerates only twen- 
ty-five which are inhabitants of that land ; all the rest per- 
sisted in their emigration, and fixed their residence in 
the new world, ^vonteen of the quadrupeds of ELam- 
schatkaare found in America; others are common to 
Tartary or Siberia, having for unknown causes entiiely 
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evacuated Kamscbatka, and divided themselves between 
America and tbe parts of Asia above cited." 

The reader is now at liberty to judge whether these 
observations and researches of modem travellers will 
jerve as incontrovertible proofs of the Asiatic origin of 
the North American Indians, or as mere conjectures, 
which are liable to delusion and error. Conjectures, hy- 
pothesis, and speculative opinions are, it is true, frequent- 
ly to be considered as unwary guides, and false clues 
which will not lead us, in a labyrinth of obscurity and 
antiquity, to the original source of a nation. In the 
present inquiry, however, there is no room for suspicion, 
because the manners and customs, the intellectual facul- 
ties as well as the external npi^earance and complexion 
of the Asiatics and the Aborigines of North America, 
have been depicted faithfully and impartially by several 
persons of veracitv and erudition, without reference to 
the descent of either the aboriginal Americans or those 
Asiatic tribes which they described, from any particular 
nation, or country. When, therefore, the characteris- 
tical features, as well as the external appearance, bodily 
irame, and the manners and customs of the American In- 
dians, and certain tribes in Asia coincide so singiilarly, 
and differ so considerably from the national peculiarities 
of the rest of the human race, an ancient consanguinity 
will at once be acknowledged even by the most incredu- 
lous or suspicious. In the absence of true and faithful 
traditions, records, and history, a comparative view of the 
manners and customs of two nations, and a collation of 
their languatjes are the only means by which the anti- 
quary can discover an aflSnity between them. This we 
have done with as much fidelity as the importance of 
the enquiry evidently requires. Our researches, there- 
fore, are founded on the intercourse of modern travellers 
with the inhabitants of both continents ; and the reader 
will not, we hope, hesitate to believe not only the Asiatic 
ori^n of the North American Indians, but their imme- 
diate descent from the Siberians, Karoscbadales, and 
Tartars. 
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INDIAN ELOQUENCE. 

Their natural eloquence is acknowledged by every 
person who heard their orators speak. In order, there- 
fore, that the reader may be convinced* of these facts, we 
shall offer the following able observations of one of our 
public journals, on Indian eloquence : 

'' Afew suns more and the Indian will live only in 
history. A few centuries andthat history will be colored 
with the mellow romantic light in which time robes the 
past, and, contrasted with the then present wealth and 
splendor of America, may seem so impossible, as to elicit 
from the historian a philosophic doubt of its authentici* 
ty. The period may arrive when the same uncertainty 
which hangs over the heroic days of every people may 
attend its records, and the stirring deeds of the battle 
field and council-fire may be regtutled as attractive fic- 
tions, or at the best as beautiful exaggerations. 

'^ This is but in the nature of things. Actions alwa3r8 
lose their reality and distinctness in the perspective of 
ages : time is their charnel house. And no memorials 
are to be lost or forgotten, as soon as those of conquered 
nations. Of the Angles and Saxons little more than a 
name has survived, and the Indian may meet no better 
fate. Even though our own history is enveloped in 
theirS; it is somewhat to be feared, that, from neglect, the 
valuable cover will be suffered to decay, and care be- 
stowed only on the precious contents. * Be it so,' ex- 
claimed some ; what pleasure or profit is to be derive^ 
from the remembrance of such things ! Let the wild 
legend be forgotten ; they are but exhibitions of a savTajje 
life, teeming with disgusting excess, and brutal passion. 
The/ portray man in no interesting light ; for with every 
redeeming trait, there rises on some a revolting charac- 
teristic in horrid contrast. Was he grateful ? so was his 
revenge bloody and eternal. Was he brave ? so was he 
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treacherous. Was he generous 1 so was he crafty and 
cruel.' 

" But a more philosophical mind would say, no ! he 
presents a part of the panorama of humanity, and his 
extermination is an embodiment of a great, pi inciple— 
the same retreat of the children of the wilderness before 
the wave of civilization ; hence arises a deep interest in 
his fortune, which should induce us to preserve, care- 
tfilly and faithfully, the most trifling record of his great- 
ness and degradation. At a time when barbarous na- 
tions elsewhere bad lost their primitive purity, we find 
him the only true child of nature — the best specimen of 
man in his native simplicity. We should remember 
him as a study of human nature — as an instance of a 
strange mixture of good and evil passions. We perceive 
in him fine emotions of feeling and delicacy, and un- 
restrained systematic cruelty, grandeur of spirit and 
hypocritical cunning, genuine courage and fiendish 
treachery. He was like som« beautiful spar, part o* 
which is regular, clear, and sparkling, while a plortion, 
impregnated with clay, is dark and forbidding. 

"But above all, as being an engrossing subject to nn 
Americans, as coming to us the only relic of the literature 
of the aborigines, and the most perfect emblem of their 
character, their glory and their intellect, we should 
dearly cherish the remains of their oratory. In these we 
see developed the motives which animated their actions, 
and the light and shadows of their very soul. The iron 
encasement of apparent apathy in which the savage had 
fortified himself, impenetrable at ordinary moments, is 
laid aside in the council rof>m. The genius of eloquence 
bursts the swathing bands of custom, and the Indian 
stands forth accessible, natural, and legible. We com- 
mune with him, listen to his complaints, understand, 
appreciate, and even feel his injuries. 

" As Indian eloquence is a key to his character, so is 
it a noble monument of their literature. Oratory seldom 
finds a more auspicious field. A wild people, and region 
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of thought, forbade feebleness ; uncultivated, but intel- 
ligent and sensitive, a purity of idea, chastely combined 
with energy of expression, ready fluency and imagery 
now exquwitely delicate, now soaring to the sublinoe, all 
united to rival the efibrts of any ancient or modern 
orator. 

" What can be imagined more impressive, than a war- 
rior rising in the council room to address those who 
bore the same scarred marks of their title to fame and 
the chieftainship? The dignified stature, the easy re- 
pose of limbs — the graceful gesture, the dark speaking 
eye, excite equal admiration and expectation. We 
would anticipate eloquence from an Indian. He has 
animating remembrances— a poverty of language, which 
exacts rich and appostite metaphorical allusions, even 
for ordinary conversation — a mind which, likie his body, 
has never been tranrimelled and mechanised by'the for- 
malities of society, and passions which, from the very 
outward restraint imposed upon them, bum more fierce- 
ly within. There is a mine of truth in the reply of Red 
Jacket, when called a warrior : * A vmrrior P said he ; 
' I am an orator — I was horn an orator.' 

" There are not many speeches remaining on record, 
but even in this small number there is such a rich yet 
varied vein of all the characteristics of true eloquence, 
that we even rise from their perusal with regret that so 
few have been preserved. Nowhere can be found a 
poetic thought clothed in more captivating simplicity of 
expression, than in the answer of Tecumseh to Governor 
Harrison, in the conference at Vincennes. It contains 
a high moral rebuke, and a sarcasm heightened in effect 
by an evident consciousness of loftiness above the reach 
of insult. At the close of his address, he found that no 
chair had been placed for him, a neglect which Gover- 
nor Harrison ordered to be remedied as soon as dis- 
covered. Suspecting, perhaps, that it was more an 
affront than a mistake, with an air of dignity, elevated 
almost to haughtiness, he declined the seat proffered, 
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with the words, * Your father requests you to take a 
chair,' and answered as he calmly disposed himself on 
the ground : * My fathi r ? The sun is myj^father, and 
the earth is my mother. Innll repose uponlver bosom.^ 
" As they excelled in the beautiful, so also they pos- 
sessed a nice sense of the ridiculous. There is a clever 
.strain of irony, united with the sharpest taunt, in the 
speech of Garangula to De la Barre, the Governor of 
Canada, when that crafty Frenchman met his tribe in 
council, for the purpose of obtaining peace, andrepnrn- 
tion for past injuries. The European, a faithful believer 
in the maxim that En guerre ou la peau du lion ne petit 
miffire il y fceut coudre un lopin de celle du regnard^ at- 
tempted to over-awe the savage by threats, which he 
well knew he had no power to execute. Garangula, 
who also was well aware of his weakness, replied, 
*Yonondia, you must have believed when you left 
duebec, that the sun had burned up all the forests which 
render our country inaccessible to the French, or that 
the lakes had so overflowed their banks, that they had 
surrounded our castles, and that it was impossible for 
us to get out of them. Yes, surely you must have 
dreamed so, and curiosity of seeing so ^reat a wonder 
has brought you so far. Hear, Yonondia : our women 
had taken their clubs, our children and old men had 
carried their bows and arrows into the heart of your 
camp, if our laarriors had not disarmed them, and kept 
them back when your messongers came to our castle.' 
We cannot give a better idea oF the eflFect of their haran- 
gues upon their own people, and at the same time a 
finer instance of their gratefulness when skilfully touch- 
^, than in the address to the Wallah Wallahs by their 
young chief, the Morning Star. In consequence of the 
death of several of their tribe, killed in one of their 
predatory excursions against the whites, they had col- 
lected in a large hody for the purpose of assailing them. 
The stern, uncompromising hostility with which they 
were animated, may be imagined from the words they 
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chaunted on approaching to the attack : ^ Rpst, brothers, 
rest ! You will be avenged. The teaars of your widows 
will cense to flow, when they behold the blood of your 
murderers, and ou seeing their scalps, your children 
shall sing and leap with joy. Rest, brothers, in peace ! 
Rest, we shall live blood !' The last strains of the 
death-song had nied away. The gleaming eye, burn- 
ingmith w desire of revenge— the countenance, fierce 
(MpHirough an Indian's cloak — the levelled gun and 
^ poised arrow, forbade promise of peace, and their supe- 
rior force as little hope of successful resistance. At this 
moment of awful excitement, a mounted troop burst in 
between them, and its leader addressed his kindred : 
* Friends and relations ! Three snows have only passed 
over our heads, since we were a poor, miserable p- ople. 
Our enemies were numerous and powerful ; we were 

kfew and weak. Our hearts were as the hearts of chil- 
dren. We could not fight like warriors, and were driven 
like deer about the plain. When the thunder rolled, 
and the rains poured, we had no place save the rocks, 
whereon we could lay our heads. Is such the case 
now ? No ! We have regained possession of the land 
of our fathers, in which they and their fathers' fathers 
lie buried ; our hearts are great \oUhin us, and we are 
now a nation. Who has produced this change ? The 
white man ! And are we to treat him with ingratitude? 
The warrior with the shong arm and great heart will 
never rob a friend? The result was wonderful. There 
was a complete revulsion of feeling. The angry waves 
were quieted, and the savage, forgetting his enmity, 
smoked the calumet with those whom the eloquence of 
Morning Star alone had saved from his scalping knife. 
" Fearlessness and success in battle were the highest 
titles to honor, and an accusation of cowardice was a 
deadly insult. A reproach of this kind to a celebrated 
chief received a chivalric reply. Kos^nethagecton, or; 
as he was more generally called, White Eyes, at the 
time his nation was solicited to join in the war against 
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tbe Americans, in our struggle for liberty, exerted his 
influence against hostile me<isures. His answer to tbe 
Senecas, who \\ ere in ihe British interest, and who, irri- 
tated by his obstinate adherance to ponce, attempted to 
humble him, by reference to an old story of the Dela- 
wares being a conquer d people, is a manly and digni- 
fied assertion of independence. It retninds one of the 
noble motto of the Frenchman ; ' Jie n^esti^ un autre 
plus grand que mot lorsque fat man epeeJ * I Trupy 
well,' said he, * that you consider us a conquered nation 
— as women — as your inferiors. You have, say yon, 
shortened our legs, and put petticoats on us. You say 
you have given us a hoe and a corn- pounder, and told 
us to plant and pound for you — you men — you warriors. 
But look at me — am I not full grown ? And have I not 
a warrior^s dress 1 Ay ! / am a man — and these are 
the arms of a man — and all that country is mine !* 
What a dauntless vindication of manhood, and what a 
nice perception of Indian character, is this appeal to 
their love of courage, and their admiration for a fine 
f(mn, vigorous limbs, complete arms, and a proud de- 
meanor ! How effective and emphatic the conclusion, 
* all that country is mine !' exclsumed in a tone of min- 
gled defiance and pride, and accompanied with a wave 
of the hand over the rich country bordering on the Al- 
leghany. 

** This bold speech quelled for a time all op]X)sition, 
but the desire to engage against the Americans, increased 
by the false reports of some wandering tories, finally 
became so vehement, that, as a last resort, he proposed 
to the tribe to wait ten days before commencing hostili- 
ties. Even this was about to be denied him, and the 
term traitor beginning to be whispered around, when he 
rose in council, and began an animated expostulation 
ae;ainst their conduct. He depicted its inevitable con- 
sequences, the sure advance oi the white man, and the 
ruin of his nation ; and then, in a generous manner, 
disclaimed any interest or feeling separate from those 
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of bis friends ; and added : ' But if you will go out in 
this war, you shall not go without me. I have taken 
peace measures, it is true, with a view of saving my 
tribe from destruction. But if you think me in the 
wrong — if you give more^ credit to runaway vagabonds 
than to your ovm friends — to a man — to a warrior — to a 
Delaware — if you insist upon fighting the Americans — 
go ! And I will go with you. And I will not go like 
the bear hmUe^^ who sets hi^ dogs upon the animcU^ to he 
beaten about with his pawsy tohUe he keeps himself at a 
safe distance. No ! I will lead you on. I will place 
myself in the front. I will fall with the first of you. 
You can do as you choose. But as for me, I will not 
survive my nation. I will not live to bewail the^miser- 
able destruction of a brave people, who deserved, as you 
do, a better fate T 

" The allusion to their greater confidence in foreign- 
ers than in their own kindred, is a fine specimen of cen- 
sure, wonderfully strengthened by a beautiful climacteric 
arrangement. Commencing with a friend — and who so 
gratenil as an Indian ? — it passes to a man — and who 
so vain of his birthright as an Indian ? — then to a war- 
rior ; and who more glorious to the savage than the man 
of battles? — and lastly, to a Delaware— a word which 
rings through the hearts of his hearers, starts into life a 
host of proud associations, and while it deepens their con- 
tempt for the stranger and bis falsehoods, imparts a gran- 
deur to the orator, in whom the friend, the man, the war- 
rior, the Delaware are personified. 

"The spirit of the conclusion added to its force. It 
was the out-bursting of that firm determination never to 
forsake their customs and laws — ^that brotherhood of 
feeling which have ever inspired the action of the abori- 

fines — ^a spirit which time has strengthened, insult har- 
ened to obstinacy, and oppression rendered almost 
hereditary. It bespeaks a bold, soul, resolved to die with 
the loss of its country's libertieB. 
<< We pas3 by the eflfect of this speech, by merely sta- 
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ting that it was successful, to notice a letter much of the 
same character as the close of the last, sent to General 
Clinch, by the chief who is now setting our troops at 
defiance in Florida. * You have arms,' says he, * and so 
have we ; you have powder and lead, and so have we ; 
you have men, and so have we ; your men will fight, 
and so will ours, tUl the last drop of the Seminole^ s 
blood has moistened the dust of his hunting ^oundJ 
This needs no comment. Intrepidity is their character. 
" View these evidences of attachment to the customs 
of their fathers, and of heroic resolution to leave their 
bones in the forests where they were born, and which 
were their inheritance, and then revert to their unavail- 
ing, hopeless resistance against the march of civilization ; 
and though we know it is the rightful natural course of 
things, yet it is a hard heart which does not feel for their 
fate. Turn to Red Jacket's graphic description of the 
fraud which purloined their territory, and shame min- 
gles somewhat with our pity. * Brothers, at the treaties 
held for the purchase of our lands, the white men, with 
sweet voices and smiling faces, told us they loved us^ 
and they would not cheat us, but that the king's children 
on the other side of the lake would cheat us. When 
we go on the other side of the lake, the king's children 
tell us your people will cheat us. These things puzzle 
our heads, and we believe that the Indians must take 
care of themselves, and not trust either in your people or 
in the king's children. Brothers, our seats were once 
large, and yours very small. You have now become a 
great people, and we have scarcely a place left to spread 
our blankets.^ True, and soon their graves will be all 
they shall retain of their once ample hunting grounds. 
Their strength is wasted, their countless warriors dead, 
their forest laid low, and their burial places upturned by 
the ploughshare. There was a time when the war-cry 
of a Powhattan, a Delaware, or an Abenaquis, struck 
terror to the heart of a pale-face ; but now the Seminole 
is singing his last song. 
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" Some of the speeches of Shenandoah^ a celebrated 
Oneida chief, contain the truest touches of natural elo- 
quence. He lived to a great age ; and in his last ora? 
tion in council, he opened with the following sublime 
and beautiful sentence : ' Brothers — tarn an aged hem- 
lock. The winds of a hundred winters have whistled 
through my branches, and lam dead at the topJ Ev- 
ery reader who has seen a tall hemlock, with a dry and 
leafless top surmounting its dark green foliage, will feel 
the force of the[simile. * I am dead at the top.' His memo- 
ry, and aU the vigorous powers of youth, had departed 
for even 

" Not less felicitous Was the close of a speech made by 
Pushmataha, a venerable chief of a western tribe, at a 
council held, we believe, in Washington, many years 
since. In alluding to his extreme age, and to the proba- 
bility that he might not even survive the journey back to 
his tribe, he said : * My children will walk through the 
forests, and the Great Spirit will whistle in the tree- 
tops, and the flowers will spring up in the trails— but 
Pushmataha will hear not— he will see the flowers no 
more. He will be gone. His people will know that he 
is dead. The news will come to their ears, as the sound 
of the fall of a m,ighty oak in the stillness of the 
woodsJ 

" The most powerful tribes have been destroyed ; and 
as Sadekanatie expressed it, * Strike at the root, and 
when the trunk shall be cut down, the branches shall 
fall of course.' The trunk has fallen, the brandies are 
slowly withering, and shortly the question, Who is 
there to m,ourn for Logan, may be made of the whole 
race, and find not a sympathizing reply. 

" Their actions may outlive, but their oratory, we 
think, must survive their fate. It contains many attri- 
butes of true eloquence. With a language too barren, 
and minds too free for the rules of rhetoric, they still at- 
tained the power of touchinff the feeling, and a sublimi- 
ty of style which rivals the highest productions of their 
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more cultivated^^emies. Kxpression apt aQd pointed 
language stixipg and figurative^-rQompanspns nch and 
. bold^descriptions correct and picturesque— and gesture 
eiie]:|;etic ami graceful, were, the most striking peculiari- 
ties of their oratory. The latter raitions, accurate mir- 
pors of their character, th^ir bravery, immoveable stoi- 
cism, and a native grandeur, heightened as they are in 
expressiveness by the melancholy accompaniment of 
approaching extermination, will be as enauring as the 
swan-like music of Attica and Roman eloquence, which 
was the funeral song of the liberties of those^oapublics." 
These remarks, which allude to the state of the In- 
dians of America, are evidenflv too true to require any 
comments; and as to Indian eloquence, we cannot hesi- 
tate a moment to admit the fact, when we consider that 
every rude nation whose languages are original, yet 
barren, use a style sublime and figurative, full of bold 
and beautiful expressions ; and such was the style of Os- 
sian ; yet his language has never been cultivated, but 
left in its original grandeur and simplicity. 

As we intend now to offer here a copious selection of 
Indian Orations which will speak for themselves, and at 
the same time show, that their reasoning was just and 
their language frequently sarcastic, however void of our 
refined sophistry, the foregoing observations may suffice 
for the present. 



INDIAN SPEECHES. 

The following is an extract from "Jeflferson's Notes on Virginia," 
and speaks highly of the Indian character, so fir as moral 
courage and national ahUities are concerned. 

" Of their bravery and addressin war, be says, we have 
multiplied proofs, because we have been the subjects on 
which they were exercised. Of their eminence in oratory, 
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we have fewer examples, because it is displayed chiefly in 
their own councils. Some we have, however, of very 
superior lustre. 

"I may challenge the whole orations of Demosthenes 
and Cicero, and of any mor6 eminent orators, (if Euro^te 
has furnished more eminent ) to produce a single pas- 
sage superior to the speech of Lo^n, a Mingo chief, to 
Lord Dunmore, when Grovemor of Yirginia ; and as a 
testimony of their talents in this line, I beg leave to in* 
trodbce it, first stating the incidents necessary forundet- 
standing it 

"In me spring of the year 1774^ a robbery was com- 
mitted by sortie Indians on certain laiid adventurers on 
the River Ohio. The whites in that quarter, according 
to their custom^ undertook to punish this outrage in a 
summary way. Captain Michael Cresap, and a certain 
Daniel Greathouse, leading on these parties, suri)rised, at 
different times, travelling and hunting parties of the In- 
dians, having their women and children with them, and 
murdered many. Among these were unfortunately the 
family of Logan ; a chief, celebrated in peace and war, 
and long disti nguished as the friend of the whites. This 
unworthy return provoked his vengeance. He accord- 
ingly signalized himself in the war which ensued. In the 
autumn of the same year, a decisive battle was fought at 
the mouth of the great Kanhaway, between the collect- 
ed forces of the Shawanese, Mingoes, and Delawares, 
and a detachment of the Virginia militia, the Indians 
were defeated and sued for peace. 

" Logan, however, disdained .to be seen among the 
supplicants. But lest tl^e sincerity of a treaty should be 
disturbed from which so distinguished a chief absented 
himself, he sent, by a messenger, the following speech, 
to be delivered to Lord Dqpmore :" 
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SPEECH OF LOGAN- 



'< lappeal to any white man to say, if ever he entered 
Logan's cabin hungry, and he gave him not meat ; if 
ever he came cold and naked, and he clothed him not. 
During the course of the last long and bloody war, Lo- 
gan remained idle in his cabin, an advocate for peace. 
Such was my love for the whites, that my countrymen 
pointed as they passed and said, " Logan is the friend of 
the white men." I had even thought to have lived with 

irou, but for the injuries of one man. Colonel Oresap, the 
ast spring in cold blood and unprovoked murdered all 
the relations of Logan, not even sparing my women and 
children. TTiera runs not a drop of my blood in the 
veins of any liwing creature. 

" This called on me for revenge, I have sought it ; I 
have killed many : I have glutted my vengeance ; for 
my conntry I rejoice at the beams of peace. But do not 
harbour a thought that mine is the Joy of fear, Logan 
never felt fear. He will not turn on his heel to save his 
life. Who is there to mourn for Logan ? Not one ! 1 " 



The speech of the five Iroquois chiefs* who visited England in the 
reign of Queen Anne. The following excellent address was 
delivered by them before her majesty. 

SPEECH OF THE IROQUOIS CHIEFS. 

** Great Queen — ^We have undertaken a long and 
tedious voyage, which none of our predecessors could be 
prevailed upon to midertake. The motive that induced 
us was, that we might see our great queen, and relate to 
her those things we thought ateolittely necessary, for the 
good of her, and us, her allies, on the other side the great 
water. We doubt not but our great dueen has been ac- 
quainted with our long and tedious war, in conjunction 
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wiih her cIriUUIren, againrt her^ttnies the French ; and 
tbat we have been as a strong wall for their secarity, 
even to the loss of our best men. The truth of which our 
brother Queder^ Colonel (Peter) Schuyler, and Anadagar- 
jaux, Colonel Nicholson, can testify ; they having all our 
proposals in writing. We were mightily rejoiced when 
we heard by Anadagarjaux, that our great Queen had re- 
solved to send an army to reduce Canada from whose 
mouth we readily embraced our great Queen's instruc- 
tions ; and in token of our friendship, we hung up tiie 
kettle, and took up the hatchet ; and with one consent 
joined our brother Queder, and Anadagarjaux^ in making 

E reparations on this side the lake, by building forts, stone 
ouses, canoes, and batteaux ;* whilst Aundiasia, Colonel 
Vetch, at the same time raised an army at Boston, of 
which we were informed by our ambassadors, when we 
sent thither for that purpose, we waited long in expecta- 
tion of the fleet from England, to join Aundiasia, to go 
against Quebec by sea, whilst Anadagarjaux, Queder, 
and we, went to Port Royal by land ; but at last we were 
told, that our great Queen, by some important affair was 
prevented in her design for that season. This made us 
extreme sorrowful, lest the French, who had hitherto 
dreaded us, should now think us unable to make war 
against them. The reduction of Canada is of such 
weight, that after the effecting thereof, we should have, 
free hunting, and a great trade with our great Queen's 
children ; and as a token of the sincerity of the six na- 
tions, we do here, in the name of all, present our great 
Queen, with the belts of wamntim. We need not urge to 
our great Queen more than tne necessity we really labor 



* They arrired in London from the West Indies with the English 
fleet. With the four chiefs or kings of the six nations, was also 
the Ganajoh-hore Sachem. The names of the four others, 
were, Te yee Neen Ho Oa Prow, and &i Ga yean Qua Frah 
Ton, of the Maquas ; Elow oh Ream, and Oh Nee Yeath Ton 
no Prow, of the rirer Sachem. 
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under obliges us, that in case oiir great Ctueen should not 
be mindful of us, we must, with our families, forsake cur 
country, and seek other habitation, or stand neuter ; either 
of which will be much against our inclinations. Since 
we have been in alliance with our great dueen's children 
we have had some knowledge of the Saviour of the world ; 
and have often been importuned by the French, both by 
the insinuations of their priests, but have always 
esteemed them men of falsf^hood ; but if our ?reat Q,ueen 
will be pleased to send over some person to instruct us, 
they shall find a hearty welcome ; we now close, with 
hopes of our great Queen's favor, and leave it to her 
most gracious consideration.*' 



SPEECH OF HALF-KING. 

The speech of Half-King to the believing Indians and 
their teachers, otherwise the Moravian Indians, whilst he 
engaged to take them to Canada. " Cousins : ye believing 
Indians in Gnaden brethren, Schaenfrunn, and Salem, 
I am much concerned on your account, perceiving that 
you live in a very dangerous spot. Two powerful, 
angry, and merciless gods stand ready, opening their 
jaws wide against each other; you are sitting down, 
between both, and thus in danger of being devoured and 
ground to powder by the teeth of either the one, or the 
other, or both. It is therefore not advisable for you to 
stay here any longer. Consider your own people, your 
wives, and your children, and preserve their lives ; for 
here they must all perish. I therefore take you by the 
hand, lift you up, and place you in or near my dwelling, 
where you will be safe and dwell in peace. Do not stand 
looking at your plantations and houses, but arise and 
follow me ; Take also your teachers (priests) with you, 
and worship God in the place to which I shall lead you, 
as you have been acustomed to do. You shall likewise 
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have fine provisions, and our father beyond the lake (the 
governor at Detroit) will care for you. This is my 
message, and I am come hither purposely to deliver it." 



SPEECH OF PETCHENANALAS. 

** Friends and Kinsman: listen to what I say to you. 

You see a great and powerful nation divided. You see 

the fa'ther Sghting against the son, and the son against the 

father.— The father has called on bis Indian children 

to assist bim in punishing his children, the Americans, who 

have become refractory. I took time to consider what I 

should do ; whether or not I should receive t h ehatchet 

of my father, to assist him. At first I looked upon it as a 

family quarrel in which I was not interested, at length it 

appeared to me, that the father was in the right, and his 

children deserved to be punished a little. — That this must 

be the case, I concluded from the many cruel acts his 

ofi&pring hdd committed, from time to time, on his Indian 

children — ^in encroaching on their lands, stealii^ their 

property — shooting at and murdering without cause, men, 

women, and children ; — yes, even murdering those who 

at all times had been friendl)i^to them, and were placed 

for protection under the roof or their father's house; the 

father himself standing sentry at the door, at the time : — 

Friends and relatives, often has the father been obliged to 

settle and make aniends for the wrongs and mischief 

done us by his refractory children ; yet these do not grow 

better. No ! they remain the same, and will continue to 

be so, as long as we have any land left us ; Look back 

at the murders committed by the Long Knives on many 

relations, who lived peaceable neighfours to them on 

the Ohio ! Did they not kill them without the least pro^ 

vocation ; — are they, do you think, better now, than they 

were then ; No, indeed not ; and many days are not 

elapsed, since you had a number of these very men 
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near ^our doors, who attempted to Idll you, but fortunate- 
ly were ptevented from so doing, by the Great Sun, \AiOf 
at that time, had by the Great Spirit been ordained to 
protect you!" 



SPEECH OF CAPTAIN PIPE, 

ThftSpeech of Captian Pipe, or Hopocan, which signifies 
in the Indian tobacco-pipe, before the British Comdiand' 
ant, in the council house at Detroit, whither he was in- 
vited to ^ve an account of past tran^^actions ; in his left 
hand was a short stick to which was fastened a scalp. 
He arose and spoke as follows ; Father, I have said 
Father, although, indeed, 1 do not know why I am to 
call him so, having never known any other father than 
the French, andconsidering the English only as Brothers. 
But as this name is also imposed upon us, I shall make 
use of it, and say, Father, some jdme ago, you put a war 
hatchet into my hands, saying.' *Take this Weapon and 
try it on the heads of my enemies, the Long Knives, and 
let me afterwards know if it was shai-p and good.' Fa- 
ther, at the time when you gave me this weapon, I had 
neither cause nor inclination to go to war against a people 
who had done me no injury ; yet in obedience to you, who 
say you are my father, and call me your child, I received 
the hatchet ; well knowing, that if I did not obey, you 
would withold from me the necessaries of life, without 
which I cotild not subsist, and which are not elsewhere to 
be procured, but at the house of my father. — you may 
perhaps think me a fool, for risking my life at your 
bidding, in a cause too, by which I have no prospect of 
gaining any thing ; for it is your cause and not mine. 
It is your concern to fight the Long-Knives ; you have 
raised a quarrel amongst yourselves, and you ought 
yourselves to fight it out. You should not con. pel your 
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childveiiy the Indians, to expose themselves to danger, 
for your sakes. 

Father ; many lives have already been lost on your 
account ; — Nations have suffered, and been weakened ! — 
children have lost patents! — ^brothers and relatives ! — 
wives have lost husbands ! — It is not known how many 
more may perish before your war will be at an end I — 
Father, I have said, that you may perhaps, think me a. 
fool, for thus thoughtlessly rushing on your enemy ! — 
Do not believe this, father ; think not that I want sense 
to convince me, that although you now pretend to keep 
up a perpetual enmity to the Long-Knives, you ipay be- 
fore long conclude a peace with them. Father, you say. 
you love your children, the Indians. — This you have 
often told them, and indeed it is your interest to say so 
to them, that you may have them at your service. But, 
father, who of us can believe that you love a people of a 
different color from your own, better than those who 
have a white skin like yourselves ? Father, pay atten- 
tion to what J am going to say. While you, father, are 
setting me (meaning the Indians in general), on your 
enemy, much in the same manner, as a hunter sets his 
dog on the game ; while I am in the act of rushing on 
that enemy of yours, with the bloody destructive weapon 
you gave me, I may, perchancd, happen to look back 
to the place from whence you started . me ; and what 
shall I see ? Perhaps I may see my father shaking 
hands with the Long-Knives ; yes with these very peo- 
ple he now calls his enemies. I may there see him 
laugh at my folly, for having obeyed his orders ; and 
yet I am now risking my life at his command ! Father, 
keep what I have s^id in remembrance. Now, Father, 
here is what has been done with the hatchet you gave 
me, (with these words he handed the stick to the com- 
mandant, with the scalp upon it, above mentioned) I 
have done with the hatchet what you ordered me to do, 
and found it sharp. Nevertheless I did not do all that 
1 might have done. No, I did not, my heart failed 
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within me, I felt compassion for your enemy*. Innocence 
(helpless women and children) had no part in your 
quarrels; therefore I di^tinmisfaed — 1 spared^ I took 
some live^^A, which, while I was bringing to you, I 
spied one of your large canoes, on which I put it for you. 
In a few days you will recover this flesh, and find that 
the skin is of the 'same color with your own. Father, 
I hope you will not destroy what I have saved. You, 
father, have the means of preserving -that which with 
me would perish for want. The warrior is poor, and 
his cabin is always empty ; but your house, father, is 
always full." 



THE ANSWER OF LITTLE TURTLE THE CHIEF OF 
THE MIAMIS TO M. VOLNEY. 

The answer of Little Turtle the chief of the Miamis 
to M. Volney who asked him what prevented him from 
living among the whites, and if he were not more com- 
fortable in Philadelphia, than upon the banks of the 
Wabash. 

"Taking all things,'* he said, " together, you have 
the advantage over us ; but here 1 am deaf and dumb, I 
do not talk your language ; I can neither hear, nor make 
myself heard. When I walk through the streets, I see 
every person iu his shop employed about something : 
one makes shoes, another hats, a third sells cloth, and 
every one lives by his labor. I say to myself, which of 
all these things can you do ; not one. I can make a bow 
or an arrow, catch fish, kill game, and go to war ; but 
none of these is of any use here. To learn what is done 
here would require a long time, *'old age comes on." 
" I should be a piece of furniture useless to my nation, 
useless to the whites, useless to myself. I must return 
to my own country.** 
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THE SPEECH OF RED JACKET, THE SENECA CHIEF 
TO A MISSIONARY. 

Groveraor De Witt Clinton, in his most valuable dis- 
oouise before the Historical Society of New York, thus 
notices Red Jacket : — "Within a few years, an extra- 
ordinary orator has risen among the Senecas ; his real 
name isSaguaJia. Without the advantages of illustri- 
ous descent, and with no extraordinary tments for war^ 
he has attained the first distinctions in the nation by the 
force of his eloquence." 

After the missionary had done speaking, the Indi ns 
conferred together about two hours, by themselves, when 
they gave an answer by Red- Jacket, which follows, and 
which is, perhaps, the chef d'oBUvre of Indian oratory. 

" Friend and Brother, it was the will of the Great 
Spirit that we should meet together this day. He orders 
oil things, and he has given us a fine day for our coun- 
cil. He has taken his garment from before the Sun, 
and caused it to shine with brightness on us. Our eyes 
are opened, that we see clearly: our ears are unstopped, 
that we have -been able to hear distinctly the words that 
you have spoken ; for all these favors we thank the 
Great Spirit, and him only. 

" Brother, this council fire was kindled by you ; it 
was at your request that we came together at this time ; 
we have listened with attention to what you have said ; 
you requested us to speak our minds freely ; this eives 
us great joy, for we now consider that we stand up- 
right before you, and can speak what we think ; all 
have heard your voice, and all speak to you as one man ; 
our minds are agreed. 

'* Brother, you say you want an answer to your talk 
before you leave this place. It is right you should 
have one, as you are a great distance from home, and 
we do not wish to detain you ; but we will first look 

21 
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back a little, and tell you what our father have told us, 
and what we have heard from the white people. 

'* Brother, listen to what we say. There was a time 
when our forefathers owned this great land. Their 
seats extended from the rising to the setting sun. The 
Great Spirit had made it for the use of the Indians. He 
had created the buffalo, the deer, and other animals for 
food. He had made the bear and the benver, and their 
skins served us for clothing. He had scattered them 
over the country, and taught us how to take them. He 
had caused the earth to produce com for bread, all this 
he had done for his red children, because he loved them. 
If we had any disputes about hunting grounds, they 
were generally settled without the shedding of much 
blood ; but an evil day came upon us ; your forefathers 
crossed the great waters, and landed on this island. 
Their numbers were small ; they found tribes, and not 
enemies ; they told us they had fled from their own 
country for fear of wicked men, and come here to enjoy 
their religions. They asked for a small seat ; we took 
pity on them, granted their request, and they sat down 
among us ; we gave them corn and meat ; they gave us 
poison in return. 

" The white people had now found our country tidings 
were carried back, and more came among us ; yet we 
did not fear them, we took them to be friends; they 
called us brothers ; we believed them, and gave them a 
larger seat. At length their numbers haa greatly in- 
creased ; they wanted more land ; they wanted our 
country. Our eyes were opened, and our minds became 
uneasy. Wars took place; Indians were hired to fight 
against Indians ; and many of our people were destroyed. 
They also brought strong liquors among us ; it was 
strong and powerful, and has slain thousands. 

•* Brother, our seats were once large, and yours were 
very small ; you have now become a great people, and 
we have scarcely a place left to spread our blankets ; 
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you have ^ot our country^ but are not satisfied ; you 
want to force your reli^on upon lis. 

^ Brother, continue to listen. You say that you are 
aent to instruct us how to worship the Great Spirit 
agreoable to his mind, and if we do not take hold of the 
rdigion you white people teach, we shall be unhappy 
hereafter ; you say that you are right, and we are lost ; 
how do we know this to be true. We understand that 
your religion is written in a book ; if it was intended for 
us as well as you, why has not the Great Spirit given 
it to us, and not only to us, but why did he not give 
to our forefathers the knowledge of that book, with the 
means of understanding it rightly ? we only know what 
you tell us about it ; how shall we know when to be- 
lieve, being so often deceived by the white people ? 

" Brother, you say there is but one way to worship 
and serve the Great Spirit ; if there is but one religion, 
why do you white people differ so much about it. Why 
not all agree, as you can all read the book 1 

'' Bro£er, we do not understand these things ; we 
are told that your religion was given to your forefathers, 
and has been handed down from father to son. We 
also have a religion which was given to our forefathers, 
and has been Imnded down to us their children. We 
worship that way. It teaches us to be thankful for all 
the favors toe receive ; to love each other^ and to be 
united ; we never quarrel about religion. 

^' Brother, the Great Spirit has made us all ; but he has 
made a great difference between his white and red chil- 
dren, he has given us a different complexion, and differ- 
ent customs ; to you he has given the arts ; to these he 
has not opened our eyes ; we know these things to be 
true. Since he has made so great a difference tetweea 
us in other thin^, why may we not conclude that he 
has m.veu us a different religion according to our under- 
standing ; the Great Spirit does ri^ht; he knows what 
is best WT his children ; we are satisfied. 
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" Brother, we do not wish to destroy your religion, or 
take it from you ; we only want to enjoy our own. 

" Brother, you say, that you have not come to get our 
land or our money, but to enlighten our minds. I will 
now tell you that I have been at your meetings, and 
saw you collecting money from the meeting. I cannot 
tell what this money was intended for, but suppose it 
was for your minister, and if we should conform to your 
way of thinking, perhaps you may want some from us. 

" Brother, we are told that you have been preaching 
to white people in this place ; these people are our neigh- 
bours, we are acquainted with them ; we will wait a 
little while and see what effect your preaching has upon 

In alluding to the crucifixion of our Saviour he said, 
on some other occasion, 

"Brother, if your white men murdered the son of the 
Great Spirit, we Indians had nothing to do with it, and 
it is none of our affair. If he had come among us we 
would not have killed him ; we would have treated him 
well, you must make amends for that crime yourselves." 



SPEECH OF RED JACKET. 

The witch doctrine of the Senecas was much ridiculed 
by some of the Americans, to which Red Jacket thus 
aptly alludes in a speech which he made while on the 
stand giving evidence against a woman who was believed 
to be a witch, and who for that crime was put to death 
by the Indians themselves : 

<^ What I do you denounce us as fools and bigots, be- 
cause we still continue to believe that which you your- 
selves sedulously inculcated two centuries ago ? your 
divines have thundered this doctrine from the pulpit, your 
judges have pronounced it from the bench, your courts 
of justice have sanctioned it with the formalities of law, 
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and 70U would now punish our unfortunate brofber (he 
that killed the woman) for adherence to the superstitions 
of his fisithers ! Go to Salem ! Look at the records of 
your government, and you will find hundreds executed 
tor the very crime which has called forth the sentence 
of condemnation upon this woman, and drawn down the 
arm of vengeance upon her. What have your brothers 
done more than the rulers of your people have done? and 
what crime has this man committed by executing, in a 
summary way, the laws of liis country, nud the injunc- 
tions of his God ?" 



SPEECH OF FARMER'S BROTHER, A SENECA CHIEF, 
IN A COUNCIL AT GENESEER IVER, IN 1798. 

" Brothers, as you are once more assembled in council 
for the purpose of doing honor to yourselves and justice 
to yoiu country, we, your brothers, the sachems, chiefs, 
and warriors of the Seneca nation, request you to open 
your ears and give attention to our voice and wish. You 
will recollect tho late contest hetween you and your 
father, the great king of England. This contest threw the 
inhabitants of this whole island into a great tumult, 
and commotion like a raginv whirlwind, which tears up 
the trees, and tosses to andj^o the leaves, so that no one 
knows from whence they come, or where they will fall. 
This whirlwind was so directed by the Great Spirit 
above, as to throw into our arms two of our infant chil- 
dren, Jasper Parrish, and Horatio Jones. We adopted 
them into our families, and made them our children. 
We loved them and nourished them. They lived with 
us many years ; at length the Gh-eat Spirit spoke to the 
whirlwind, and it was still. A clear and an uninter- 
rupted sky appeared. The path of peace was opened, 
and the chain of friendship was once more made bright. 
Then these our adopted children left us, to seek their 
relations ; we wished them to remain axnonir us, and 
21* 
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promised, if they would return and live in our country, 
to give each of them, a seat of land for them andtheir 
chUdren to sit down upon. They have returned, and 
have, for several years past, been serviceable as inter- 
preters. We still feel our hearts beat with affection for 
them, and now wish to fulfill the promise we made 
them, and reward them for their services. We have 
therefore, made up our minds to give them a seat of two 
square miles of land, lyine on the outlets of Lake Erie, 
about three miles below Black Rock, banning at the 
mouth of a creek known by the name of Scyguoydes 
creek, running one mile from the Niagara River up said 
creek, thence northerly as the river runs, two miles, to 
the place of beginning, so as to contain two square miles. 
We have now made known to you our minds. We ex- 
pect and earnestly request that you will permit our 
friends to receive this our gift, and will make the same 
good to them, according to the laws and customs of your 
nation. Why should you hesitate to make our minds 
easy with regard to this our request. To you it is but 
a little thing ; and have you not complied with the re- 
quest and confirmed the gifts of our brothers the 
Oneidas, the Onondagas, and Cayugas to their inter- 
pretors ? and shall we ask and not be heard ? We send 
you this our speech, to which we expect your answer 
before the breaking up of our Great Council fire." 



SPEECH OF CORNPLANT. 

The Speech of Cornplant, to President Washington, at 
Philadelphia, in the year 1790 

"Father; the voice of the Seneca nations speaks to 
you ; the great counsellor, in whose heart the wise men 
of all the thirteen fires (13 U. 8.) have placed their 
wisdom. It may be very small in your ears, and we, 
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therefore, entreat you to hearken with attention ; for we 
are able to speak of things which are to us very great 

" When your army entered the country of the Six 
Nations, we called you the town destroyer ; to this day, 
when this name is heard, our women look behind and 
turn pale, and our children cling close to the necks of 
their mothers. 

When our chie& returned from Fort Stanvix and 
laid before our council what had been done there, our 
nation was surprised to hear how great a country you 
had compelled them to ^ve up to you, without your 
paying to us any thing for it ; every one said, that your 
hearts were yet swelled with resentment against us for 
what had happened during the war, but that one day 3rou 
would consider it with more kindness. We asked each 
other, what have we done to deserve such severe chas- 
tisement? 

'^ Father ; when you kindled your 13 fires separately, 
the wise men assembled at them told us you were all 
brothers ; the children of one great father, who regarded 
the red people as his children. They called os brothers, 
and invited us to his protection. They told us that he 
resided beyond the great water where the sun first rises ; 
and that he was a king whose power no people could 
resist, and that his goodness was as bright as the sun. 
What they said went to our hearts, we accepted the in- 
vitation, and promised to obey him. What the Seneca 
nation promises, they faithfully perform. When you re- 
fused obedience to that king, he commanded us to assist 
his beloved men in making you sober. In obeying him 
we did no more than yourselves had led us to promise." 
^< We were deceived ; but your people teaching us to 
confide in that king, had helped to deceive us ; and we 
now appeal to your heart Is all the blanoe ours ?" 

<' Father ; when we saw that we had been deceived, 
and heard the invitation which you gave us to draw 
near to the fire you had kindled, and talk with you 
concerning peace, we made haste towards it : you told us 
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you could crush ns to nothing ; and you dt^manded from 
us a great country, as the price of that peace which you 
had offered to us ; as if our want of strength had de- 
stroyed our rights. Our chiefs had felt your power, and 
were unable to con lend against you, and they therefore 
gave up that country. What they agreed has bound 
our nation, but your anger against us must by this time 
be cooled, and although our strength is not increased, 
nor your power become less, we ask you to consider 
calmly. v\ ere the tt^rras dictated to us by your com- 
misioners nasonable and just V 



SPEECH OF TECUMSEH 

Speech of Tecumseh in a council at Yhicennes, upon 
the 12th August, 1810, before Governor Harrison. 

" It is true I am a Shawanee. My forefathers were 
warriors. Their son is a warrior From them I only 
take my esristence ; from my tribe I take nothing. I am 
the maker of my own fortune ; and, that I could make 
that of my red people, and of my country, as great as the 
conce|*ions of my mind, when 1 think of* the Spirit that 
rules the universe. I would not then come to Governor 
Harrison, to ask him to tear the treaty, and to obliterate 
the landmark ; but I would say to him, sir, you have 
liberty to return to your own country. 

" The being within, communing with past ages, tells 
me, that once, nor until lately, there was no white men 
on this continent That it then belonged all to red men , 
children of the same parents, placed on it by the Great 
Spirit that made them, to keep it, to traverse it, to enjoy 
its productions, and to fill it with the same race. Once 
a happy race. Since, made miserable by the white peo- 
ple, who are never contented, but always encroaching. 
The way, and the only way to check and stop this evil, 
is, for all the red men to unite in claiming a conunon and 
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equal right in the land, as it was at first, and should be 
yet: for it never was divided, but belongs to all, for the 
use of each. That no part has a right to sell, even to 
each other, much less to strangers: those who want all, 
and will not do with 1?^. The white people have no 
right to take the land from the Indians, because they had 
it first ; it is theirs. They may sell, but all must join. 
Any sale not made by all is not valid. The late sale 
is bad. It was made by a part only. Part do not know 
how to sell. It requires all to make a bargain for all. 
All red men have equal rights to the unoccupied land. 
The right of occupancy is as good in one place as in 
another. There cannot be two occupations in the same 
place. The first excludes all others. It is not so in 
hunting or travelling ; for there the same ground will 
serve many, as they may follow each other all day ; but 
the camp is stationary, and that is occupancy. It belongs 
to the first who sits down on his blanket or skins, which 
he has thrown on the ground, and until he leaves it no 
other has^ a right." 

The following characteristic circumstance occurred at 
one of the meetings at Vincennes. After Tecumseh 
had made a speech to Governor Harrison, and was about 
to seat himself in a chair, he observed that none had 
been placed for him. One was immediately ordered by 
the Governor, and as the interpreter handed it to him, 
he said, " Your father requests you to take a chair." 
My father ?" says Tecumseh, with great indignity of ex- 
pression, " the sun is my father, and the earth is my moth- 
er ; and on her bosom I will repose ;" and immediate- 
ly seated himself, in the Indian manner, upon the 
ground. 
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SPEECH OF BLACK THUNDER. 

" The speech of Black ThundoTjor Mackanatntimokee, 
generally styled the patriarch of the Fox tribe, before the 
Americati Commissioners who had assembled many 
chiefe at a place called the Portage, July, 1815. He 
rose andaddressed himself thus, to the commissioner who 
opened the talk: 

" My father, restrain your feelingfs, and hear calmly 
what I shall say. I shall say it plainly. I shall not 
speak with fear and trembling. I have never injured 
you, and innocence can lee! no fear. I. turn to you all, 
red skins and white skins — where is the man v/ho will 
appear as my accuser? father, I understand not clearly 
how things are- working. I have just been set ai liberty. 
Am I aeain to be plunged into bondage ; but I am iuca- 

rible of change. You may, perhaps, be ignorant of what 
tell you ; but it is a truth, which I call heavon and 
earth to witness. It is a fact which can easily be proved, 
that I have been assailed in almost every plossible way 
that pride, fear, feeling, or interest could touch me— that 
I have been pushed to the last to raise the tomahawk 
against you; but all in vain. I never could be made to 
feel that you were my enemy. If this be the conduct of 
an enemy, I shall never be your friend. You are ac- 
quainted with my removal from prairie des chienurs. I 
went and formed a settlement, and called my warriors 
around. We took counsel, and from that counsel we 
never have departed. We smoked, ajid resolved to make 
common cause with the United States. I sent you the 
pipe— it resembled this— and I sent it by the Missouri, 
that the Indians of the Mississippi might not know what 
we were doing. You received it. I then told you that 
your friends should be my friends — ^that your enemies 
should be my enemies— and that I only awaited your 
signal to make war. If this be the conduct of an enemy, 
I shall never be your friend. Why do I tell you this ? 
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Because it is a truth, and a melancholy truth, that the 
good things which men do are often buried in the 
ground, while their evil deeds are stripped naked, and 
exposed to tbb world : when I cnmehere, I came to you 
in friendship. I little thought I should have to defend 
myself. I have no defence to make. If 1 were guilty, 
I should have come prepared ; but 1 have ever held you 
by the hand, and I am come without excuses. If I had 
fought affainst you, I would have told you so ; but I 
have nothing now to say here in your councils, except 
to repeat what I said before to my Great Father, the 
president of your nation. You heard it, and no doubt 
remember it. It was simply this. My lands can never 
be surrendered ; I was cheated, and basely cheated, in 
the contract ; I will not surrender my country, but with 
my life. Again I call heaven and earth to witness, and 
I smoke this pipe in evidence of my sincerity. If you 
are sincere, you will receive it from me. My only de- 
sire is, that we should smoke it together— that I should 
grasp your sacred hand : and I claim for myself and my 
tribe the protection of your country. When this pipe 
touches your lip, may it operate as a blessing upon all 
my tribe. May the smoke rise like a cloud, and carry 
away with it all the animosities which have arisen be- 
tween us." 



SPEECH OF METEA. 

The speech of Metea, chief of the Pottowattomies, at 
Chicago, before Governor Cass, against selling land. 

" My father, we have listened to what you have said. 
We shall now retire to our camps and consult on it. 
You will hear nothing more from us at present. We 
met you here to day because we had promised it, to tell 
you our minds, and what we have agreed upon among 
ourselves. 
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<^ You will listen to us with a good mind, and believe 
what we say. You know that we first came to this 
country, a long time ago, and when we sat ourselves 
down upon it, we met widi a great many hardships and 
difficulties. Our country then was very large, but it 
lias dwindled away to a small spot, and you wish to 
purchase that ? This has caused us to reflect much 
upon what 19 goins: forward. You know your children. 
Since you first came among them, they have listened to 
your words, with an attentive ear, and have always 
hearkened to your counsels, whenever you have had a 
proposal to make to us, whenever you have had a favor 
to ask of us, we have always lent a favorable ear, and 
our invariable answer has been * yes.' This you know. 
A long time has passed since we first came on our lands, 
and our old people have all sunk into their graves. 
They had sense. We are all young and foolish, and 
do not wish to do any thing that they would not approve, 
were they living. We are fearful we shall ofi[end their 
spirits, if we sell our lands ; and we are fearful we shall 
oflFend you, if we do not sell them. This has caused 
us great perplexity of thought, because we have coun- 
selled among ourselves, and do not know how we can 
part with the land. Our country was given to us by 
the' Great Spirit, who gave it to us to hunt upon, to 
make our corn-fields upon, to live upon, and to make 
down our beds upon when we die. And he would 
never forgive us, should we bargain it away. When 
you first spoke to us for lands at St. Mary's, we said we 
had a little, and agreed to sell you a piece of it ; but we 
told you we could spare no more. Now you ask us 
again. You are never satisfied ! We have sold you a 
great tract of land, already ; but it is not enough ! We 
sold it to you for the benefit of your children, to farm 
and to live upon. We have now but little left. We 
shall want it all for ourselves. We know not how long 
we may live, and we wish to have some lands for our 
children to hunt upon. You are gradually taking away 
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our hunting grounds. Your children are driving us 
before them. We are ^wing uneasy. What lands 
you have, you may retam for ever ; but we shidl sell no 
more. You think, perhaps, that I speak in passion ; but 
my heart is ^ood towaicb you. I speak like one of 
your own children. I am an Indian, a red skin, and 
live by hunting and fishing, but my country is alreadv 
too small ; ana I do not know how to bring up my chil- 
dren, if I give it all away. We sold you a fine tract of 
land at St Mary^. We said to vou then it was enough 
to satisfy your children, and the last we should sell ; 
and we thought it would be the last you would ask for. 
We have now told you what we had to say. It is what 
was determined on m a council among ourselves ; and 
what I have spoken is the voice of my nation* On this 
account, all our people have come here to listen to me ; 
but do not think we have a bad opinion of you. Where 
should we get a bad opinion of you 1 We speak to you 
with a good heart, and tbQ feeuniss of a friend. You 
are acquainted with thiai piece of land— the country we 
live in. Shall we give it up? Take notice it is a 
small piece of land, and if we gjye it away, what will 
beconte of us? 

" The Great Sijirit, who has prc^vided it for our use, 
allows us to keep it, to bring up our young men and 
support our fiunilies. We should incur his anger, if we 
bartered it away. If we had iQpre land, you should get 
more; but our land has been wa3ting away ever since 
the white people became our neighbours, and we have 
now hardly enough left to cover the bones of our tribes; 
you are in the midst of your red children. What is #^e 
to us in money we wish, and I will receive ^t tlMI plac^ ; 
and we want nothing more. We shall $bake hands 
with you. Behold our warriors, our \f^v^n,. an4 chil-. 
dren ; take pity on us and on our ^9rd3." 
22 



980 ORIom OF TBB 



SPEECH OF KEEWTAGOUSHKUM, 

A historical speech of Keewatgoushkum, a chief of the 
Ottawa nation, at the time of the Chicago treaty. 

" My fiither, listen to me ! The first white people 
iseen by us were the French. When they first ventured 
into these lakes, they hailed us as children ; they came 
with presents and promises of peace, and we took them 
by the hand. We gave them what they wanted, and 
initiated them into our mode of life, which they readily 
fell into. After some time, during: which we had be- 
come well acquainted, we embraced their father, (the 
king of Rrance) as our father. Shortly after, the peo- 
ple that wear red coats (the English) came to this coun- 
. try, and overthrew the French, and they extended their 
liand tp us in friendship. As soon as the French were 
overthrown, the British told us, * we will clothe you in 
the same manner the French did. We will supply you 
with all you want, and will purchase all your peltries, as 
they did V Sure enough ! After the British took posses- 
sion of the country, it was reported that another people, 
who wore white clothes, had arisen and driven the British 
out of the land. These people we first met at Green- 
ville, (in 1795 to treat with General Wayne) and took 
them by the hand. When the Indians first met the 
American chief (Wayne) in council, there were but few 
Ottawas present ; but he said to them, * when I sit my- 
self down at Detroit, you will all see me.' Shortly after, 
he arrived at Detroit. Proclamations were then made for 
all the Indians to come in. We were told (by the gen- 
eral,) * the reason why I do not push those British rar- 
ther, is that we may not forget their example in giving 
you presents of cloth, arms, ammunition, and whatever 
else you may require.' Sure enough ! The first time, 
we were clothed with great liberality. You gave us 
strouds, guns, ammunition, and many other things we 
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stood in need o^ and said, ' this is the way you may al- 
wa3rs expect to be used.' It was also said^ that when- 
ev^er we were in great necessity, you woula help us, — 
When the Indians on the Maumee were first about to 
sell their lands, we heard it wiUi both ears, but we never 
received a dollar. The Chippewas, the Pottowattomies, 
and the Ottowas, were originally but one nation. We 
separated from each other near MichiUnackinac. We 
were related by the t es of blood, language, and interest; 
but in tlie course of a long time these things have been 
forgotten^ and both nations have sold their lands, without 
consulting us. Our brothers, the Chippewas, have also 
sold you a lai^ tract of land at Saganan. People are 
const:mtly passing through the country, but we receivol 
neither invitation nor money. It is surprising that the 
Pottowattomies, Ottowas, and Chippewas, who are all 
one nation, should sell their lands without giving each 
other notice. Have we then degenerated so much that 
we can no longer trust one another? Perhaps the Pot- 
towattomies may think I have come here on a begging 
journey, that I wish to claim a share of lands to which 
my people are not entitled. I tell them it is not so. We 
have never begged, and shall riot now commence. When 
I went to Detroit last fall, Governor Cass told me to 
come to this place, at this time, and listen to what he had 
to say in council. As we live a great way in the. woods, 
apd never see white people except in the fall, when the 
traders come among us, we have not so many opportu- 
nities to profit by this intercourse as our neighbours, and 
to get what necessaries we require ; but we make out to 
live independently, and trade upon our own lands. We 
have, heretofore, received nothing less than justice from 
the Americans, and all we expect, in the present treaty, 
is a full proportion of the money and goods."* 
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SPEECH OF BLACK HAWK WtlEN HE SURREN- 
DERED HIMSELF TO THE AGENt AT 
PRAIRIE DU CHIEN. 

" You have taken me prisoner with all my warriors. 
I am much grieved, for I expected, if I did not defeat 
you, to hold out much lon^r, and rive you more trouble 
before 1 surrendered. I tried hard to bring you into am* 
bush, but your last general understands Indian fighting. 
I determined to rush on you, and fight you face to &ce, 
I fought hard. But your ffuns were well aimed. The 
ballets flew like birds in the air, and whizzed by our 
ears like the wind through the trees in winter. My war- 
riors fell around me ; it began to look dismal. I saw 
my evil day at hand. The sun rose dim on us in the 
morning, and at night it sank in a dark cloud, and look- 
ed like a ball of fire. That was tbe last sun that shone 
on Black Hawk. His heart is dead, and no lon^ner beats 
quick in his bosom. He is now a prisoner to the white 
men ; they will do with him as they wish. But he can 
stand torture, and is not afraid of death. He is no cow- 
ard. Black Hawk is an Indian. 

'' He has done nothing for which an Indian ought to 
be ashamed. He has fought for his countrjrmen, the 
squaws and papooses, against white men, who came, 
year after year, to cheat them andtake away their lands. 
Vou know the cause of our making war. It is known 
to all white men. They ou^ht to be ashamed of it. The 
white men despise the Indians, and drive them from 
their homes. But the Indians are not deceitful. The 
white men speak had of the Indian, and look at him 
spitefully. But the Indian does not tell lies; Indians 
do not steaL 

" An Indian, who is as bad as the white men could 
not live in our nation ; he would be put to death, and 
eat up by the wolves. The white men are bad school- 
marterfl ; they carry false looki, and deal in false ac- 
tions; they smile in the £Buce of the poor Indian to cheat 
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him ; they shake them by the hand to gain their confi- 
dence, to make them drunk, to deceive them, and ruia 
our wives. We told them to let us alone, and keep 
away from us; but they followed on, and beset omc 
paths, and they coiled themselves among us, like the 
snake. They poisoned us by their touch. We are not 
safe. We liv^ in danger. We were becoming like 
them, hypocrites and liars, adulterers and lazy drones, 
all talkers, and no workers. We looked up to Ihe Great 
Spirit, We went to our father. We were encouraged. 
His great council rave us fair words and big promises, 
but we got no satisfaction, things were growing worse. 
There were no deer in the forest. The opossum and 
beaver were fled ; the springs were drying up, and our 
sqitaws and papooses without victuals to keep them 
from starving ; we called a great council, and built a 
large fire. The spirit of our fathers arose and spoke to 
us to avenge our wrongs or die. We all spoke before 
the council fire. It was warm and pleasant. We set 
up the war whoop, and dug up thetomakawk ; our knives 
were ready, and the heart ot Black Hawk swelled high 
in his bosom, when he led bis warriors to battle. He is 
satisfied. He will go to the world of spirits contented. 
He has done his duty. His father will meet him, there,, 
and commend him. 

'^ Black Hawk is a tnie Indian, and disdains to cry 
like a woman. He feels for his wife, his children, and 
friends. But he does not care for himself. He cares for 
the nation and the Indians. They will suffer. He la- 
ments their fate. The white men do not scalp the head ; 
but they do worse — they poison the heart ; it is not pure 
with them. His countrymen will not be scalperi, but 
they will, in a few years, become like the white men, so 
that you can't trust them, and there must be, as in the 
white settlements, nearly as many officers as men, to 
take care of them and keep them in order. 

'^ Farewell, my nation ! Black Hawk tried to save you, 
and avenge your wropgs. He drank the blood of some 

22* 
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of the whites. He has been taken prisoner, and his 
plans are sto^tj^. He can do no more. He is near his 
end. His sun is setting, and he will rise no more. Fare- 
well to Black HawkP 



SPEECH OF THE ONONDAGAS AOT) CAYUGAS TO THE 
TWO GOVEENORS OF VIRGINIA AND NEW YORK. 

"Brother Oorlear — Your Sachem (meaning the king) 
is a great Sachem, and we are but a small peciple : when 
the English came in first to Manhattan \^New York) 
Aragiske (Yir^iii) and to Yakokranorary, (Maryland) 
they were then but^an«nall people, aim we were great 
tfien ; because we found you a good people, we treated 
you kindly and gave you land ; we hope therefore now 
that you are great and we small, you will protect us 
firom the French. If you do not we shall lose all our 
hunting and beavers, the French will get all our bea- 
vers. -The reason they are now angry with us, is be- 
cause we carry our beaver to our brethren. We have 
put our lands and ourselves under the protection of the 
great Duke of York, t^e brother of your great Sachem, 
who is likewise a great Sachem. We have annexed the 
Susquehanna River, which was won by the sword, to 
their government ; and we desire it may be a branch of 
the great tree that grows in this place; the top of which 
reaches the sun, and its branches shelter us from the 
French and alt other nations. Our fire bums in your 
houses, and your fire burns with us; we desire it may be 
so always. But we will not that any of the great Penn's 
people settle upon the Susquehanna River, for we have 
no other land for our children ; our young men are sol- 
diers, and when they are provoked they are like wolves 
in the woods, as you, Sachem of Virginia, very well 
know. We have put ourselveii under &e great Sachem 
Oharles, that lives on the other Iskle of the great lake (the 
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Atlantic Ocean ;) we give these two white dressed deer 
skins to send to the great Sachem, that he may write on 
them, and put a great red seal to them, to confirm what 
we now do, and put the Susquehanna River and all the 
rest of our land under the great Ihike of York, and give 
that land to none else. Our brethren, his people, have 
been like fiithers to our wives and children, and have 

£*ven us bread when we were in need of it ; we will not 
erefore join ourselves or our land to any other govern- 
ment but this. We desire Oorlear,* our governor, may 
send this our proposition to the great Sachem Charles 
who dwells on the other side of the great lake, with this 
belt of wampum, and this other small belt, to the Duke of 
York his brother, and we give you Corlear this beaver 
that you may send over the proposition. 

^ You great man of Virginia, we let you know that the 
ffreat Penn did speak to us here, in Corlear's house, by 
his a^nt^, and desired to buy the Susquehanna River of 
us; but we would not hearken to him, for we had fas- 
tened it to this government. 

" We desire you therefore to bear witness of what we 
do now, and that we now confirm what we have done be- 
fore ; let your friend that lives on the other side of the 
great lake, know this, that we, being free people, though 
united to the English, and may give our land to the Sa- 
chem we like best ; we give this leaver to remember what 
we say." 

On the arrival of the Senecas they addressed Lord 
Howard in the following manner! "' 

<< We have heard and understtiod what mischief has 
been done in Virginia ; we have it perfect as if it were 
on our finger's end. O Corlear! we thank you for 
having been our intercessor, so that the axe has not fall- 
en on us ; and you, Assarigoa, Great Sachem of Virgi- 
nia, we thank you for burying all evil in the pit. We 



* The vmke they gave the Governor of New York. 
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are infonned that the Mohawks, Oneydoes, Onoudagas, 
and Cayugas, have buried them already. Now we that 
live remotest off, are come to do the same, and to include 
in the chain the Cahnowas your friends. We desire 
therefore that an axe on our part may be buried with 
one of jAss^goa's. O Corlear, O C'orlear I we thank you 
for layiug hold of one end of the axe ; and we thank you, 
great Governor of Virginia, not only for throwing aside 
the axe, but more especially for your putting all evil 
from your heart. Now we have a new chain, a strong 
and a straight chain that cannot be broken ; the tree of 
peace is planted so firmly, that it cannot be removed ; let 
us on both sides hold the chain fast. We understand 
what you said of the great Sachem that lives on the 
other side of the great water. You tell us that the Cali- 
nowas will come hither to strengthen the chain ; let 
them not make any excuse that tliey are old and feeble, 
or that their feet are sore. If the old Sachem cannot, let 
the young men come ; we shall not fail to come hither, 
though we live farthest off, and then the new chain will 
be stronger and brighter. We understand that because 
of the mischief that has been done to the people and 
castles of Virginia and Maryland, we must not come to 
the heads of your rivers, nor near your plantations, but 
keep on the foot of the mountains, for there we lay down 
our arms as friends ; we shall not be trusted for the fu- 
ture, but looked on as robbers. 

We agree, however, to the proposition, and shall whol- 
ly stay away from Vii^inia. And then we do no grati- 
tude to Corlear, who has been at so great pains to per- 
suade your great Governor of Virginia to forget what is 
past ; you are wise in giving ear to Corlear's advice, for 
we shall now go a path which was never trod before. 
We have now done speaking to Corlear and the govern- 
or of Virginia, let the chain be forever kept clear and 
bright by him, and we shall do the same. 

*<The other nations from the Mohawk^s country to the 
Cayugas have delivered up the Susquehanna River, and 
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aif the country to Corldar'43 government : we confirm 
what they have done by giving this belt." 

On another occasion the Senecas replied to Lord How- 
ard at Albany, when messengers had arrived from the 
governor of Canada with complaints against, them as fol- 
lows ^ 

'^ We were sent for and are come, and have heard what 
yon said to us, that Corlear has great complaint of us, 
both from Tirginia and Canada ; what they complain of 
from Canada may possibly be true, that some of our 
young men have taJken some of their goods, but Younen- 
dio, the governor of Canada, is the cause of it. He not 
only permits his people to carry ammunition, guns, pow- 
der, lead, and axes, to the Ticebticdmmoons, our ene- 
mies, but sends them thither on purpose ; these guns 
which he sends, knock our beaver-hunters on the head, 
and our enemies carry the beaver to Canada, that we 
would have brought our brethren. Our beaver-hunters 
are soldiers, and could bear this no longer. They met 
some French in their way to our enemies, and very near 
them, carrying, ammunition, which our men took from 
Chem. This is agreeable to our custom in wars ; and we 
may therefore openly own it, thoufirh we knownot wheth- 
er it be practised by the Christians in such like cases. 

" When the governor of Canada speaks to us of the 
chain, he calls us children, and saith, I am your father, 
you must hold fieust the chain> and I will do the same, I 
will protect you as a father doth his children. Is this 
I>rotection, to speak thus with his lips, and at the same 
time to knock us on the head, by assisting our enemies 
with ammunition? He always says I am your father, 
and you are my children ; and yet he is angry with his 
children, for taking these goods. But O Corlear ! O 
Assarigoa, we must complain to you ; you Corlear are a 
lord, and govern this country ; is it just that our &ther 
is going to fight with us for these things, or ip it well 
done? We rejoiced when Za Sal was sent over the 
sreat water ; and when Perot was removed, because they 
bad furnished our enemies with ammunition ; but we 



258 ORIGIN OF THE 

are disappointed in our hopee^ for we find Mx eoeniies 
are still supplied. Is this well done 1 Yea he oiten fgi- 
bids us to make war on any of the iiations with whom 
he trades ; and at the sanoe time furnishes them with all 
sorts of ammunition, to enable them to destroy us, 

"Thus far, in answer to the complaint, the governor 
of Canada has made of us to Corlear. 

•' Corlear said to us^ tliat satisfaction must be made to 
the French, for the miscbiflf we have done then^L 

^ This he said before he had heard our answer. Now 
let him that has inspection over all our countries, on 
whom our eyes are fixed, let him, even Corlear, judge- 
and determine. If you say that it nmst be paid, w** shall 
pay it, but we cannot live without free beaver hunting. 
Corlear, hear what we say ; we thank you for the duke's 
arms, which you have given us to put in our castles, as 
a defence* to them. You command them. Have you 
wandered out of the way, as the governor of Canieida 
says? We do not threaten him with war, as he threafeODs 
us. What shall we do? Shall we nmaway, or shall 
we sit still in our houses? What sharfl we do? We 
speak to him that governs and commancb us* 

^'*Now Corlear and Assarigoa, and all good people here 
present, remember what we have announced to the com- 
plaints of the Governor of Canada ; yea, we wish that 
what we here said, may come to his ears." 



CANASSATIGOE'S SPEECH. 

At a council held in Philadelphia, July, 17*2, attend- 
ed by sundry chiefs from the Six Nations, the Dela- 
wares and Folk Indians he thus spoke : 

"Brethren, the Governor and Council, — the other day 
you informed us of the misbehaviour of (mr cousins, the 
Delawares, with respect to their continuing to claim and 
refusing to remove from some land on the river Dela- 
ware, notwithstanding their ancestors had sold it by deed. 
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under tlieir bands and seals to the proprietors £)r a val- 
uable coD&idjration upwards of fifty years ago, and that 
notwithstanding that they themselves had also not piany 

^ years ago, after a long and full examination ratified that 
jdeed of their ancestors, and gave a fresh one under their 
hands and seals ; and then you requested us to remove 
them, enforcing your request with a string of wampum. 
Afterwards we laid on the table our own letters of Con- 
rad Weiser, some of our cousins' letters, and the several 

.writings to prove the charge aflfainst our cousins, with a 
draft of the land in dispute. We now tell you we have 
perused all these several papers. We see with our own 
eyes that they have been a very unruly people, anJ are 
altogether in the wrong in their dealings with you. 

We have concluded to remove them, and oblige them 
to go over the river Delaware, and quit all claim to any 
lands on this side for the future, since they have received 
pay for them, and it is gone through their guts long ago. 
Ta confirm to you that we will see your request execu- 
ted, we lay down this string of wampum in return for 
yours. 

Then tuminff to the Delawares, holding a belt.of 
wampum in hianand, he spoke to them as follows: 

Cousins^ — Let the belt of wampum serve to chastise 
you. You ought to be taken by the hair of the head and 
shaken severely, till you recover your senses and become 
sober. You don't know what ground you stand on, nor 
what you are doing. Our brotner Onas's* cause is very 
just and plain, and his intentions are to preserve friend- 
ship ; on the other hand, your cause is bad, your heart 
far from being upright; and you are maliciously bent to 
break the chain of friendship with our brother Onasand 
his people. We have seen with our e^es a deed signed 
by nine of our ancestors about fifty years ago, for 
this very land, and a release signed not many years since 
by some of yourselves and chiefs now living, to the nam- 
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ber of fifteen or upwards. But how come you to take 
upon you, to sell land at all 7 We conquered you, we 
made women of you ; you know you are women, and 
can no more sell land than women ; nor is it fit you 
should have the power of selling land, since you would 
abuse it. This land that you claim has gone through 
your guts. You have been furnished with clothes, meat, 
and drink, by the goods paid for it, and now you want it 
again like children asyou are. But what matters? You 
sell land in the dark. IKd you ever tell us that you had 
sold them land? Did we ever receive any part, even 
the value of a pipe shank from you for it ? You have 
told us a blind story, that you sent a messenger to us, to 
infoim us of the sale ; but he never came among us, 
nor we never heard any thing about it : this is acting 
in the dark, and very different from the conduct our Six 
Nations observe in the sale of lands; on such occasions 
they give public notice, and invite ail the Indians of the 
united nations, and ^ve them all a share of the presents 
they receive for their lands. This is the behaviour of 
the wise nations. But we find you are none of our blood ; 
you act a distinct part, not only in this- but in other mat- 
ters ; your ears are ever open to slanderous reports about 
our brethren ; you receive them with as much greedi- 
ness as lewd women receive the embraces of bad men ; 
and for all these reasons we chai^ you to remove in- 
stantly. We don't give you the liberty to think about 
it. You are women, take the advice of a wise man, and 
remove immediately. You may remove to the other side 
of the Delaware, where you came from ; but we do not 
know whether, considering how you have demeaned 
3/nourselves, you will be permitted to live there, or wheth- 
er you have not swallowed that land down your throats, 
as well as the land on this side. We therefore ass^ 
you two places, to go either to Uzoman or Shamokin ; 
you may go to either of these places, and then we shall 
have you more under our eye, and shall see bow you 
behave ; dont deliberate, but remove away andtaka Ihe 
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belt of wampum. After our just reproof, and absolute 
order to depart from the land, you are now lo take notice 
of what we have further to say to you. 

"This string of wampum serves to forbid you, your 
children, and grandchi dren to the latest posteiity, for 
ever, meddling in land aflFairs ; neither you, nor any who 
shall descend from you, are ever herealter to presume to 
sell any land ; for which purpose you are to preserve this, 
string, in memory of what your uncles have this day 
given you in charge. We have some other business to 
transact with our brothers ; and therefore depart the coun- 
cil, and consider what has been said to ^ou." 

Crmas&itiego then spoke to the Council : 

Brethren., — We called at our old friend James Logan, 
in our way to the city, and to our grief we fimd him 
hid in the bushes, and retired throu/h infirmities from 
public business; we pressed him to leave his retirement, 
and prevailed with him to assist once more on our ac- 
count at your councils. We hope, notwithstanding his 
age and the effects of a tit of sickness, which we under- 
stand has hurt his constitution, that he may yet continue 
a long time to assist the provinces with his counsels. 
He is a wise man and a fast friend to the Indians ; and 
we desire when his soul goes to God, you may choose in 
his room just such anotherperson, of the same prudence 
and ability in counselling, and of the same tender dispo- 
sition and affection for the Indians. In testimony of our 
gratitude for ail his services, and because he was so good 
as to leave his country house, and follow us to town, and 
be at the trouble in this his advanced agfe to attend the 
council, we present him with this bundle of skins. 

Brethren^ — It is always our way at the conclusion of 
a treaty to desire you will use your endeavours with the 
traders, that they may sell their goods cheaper, and give 
us better price for Our deer skins. Whenever any par- 
ticular 'sort of Indian goods is scarce, they constantly 
make us pay the dearer on that account We must how 
use the same argument with them. Our deer are kilted 
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in such quantities, and our hunting countries growing 
less every day, by the settlement of white people, that 
game is now difficult to find, and we must go a great 
way in qi; est of it; they therefore ought to give us a 
better price for our skins, and we desire you would speak 
to them to do so. We have been stinted in the article 
of rum in town, we desire you will open the rum bottle, 
and give to us in greater abundance on the road ; to en- 
force this request, we present you a bundle of skins. 

Brethren^ — When we first came to your houses, we 
found them clean and in order, but we have staid so long 
as to dirty them, which is to be imputed to our diflferent 
way of living from the white people ; and therefore, as we 
cannot but have been disagreeable to you on this ac- 
count, we present you with some skins to make your 
houses clean, and put them in the same condition they 
were in when we came among you. 

Brethren^ — The bnsiiiess of the Five Nations is of 
great consequence, and requires a skilful, honest person 
to go between us; one in whom both you and me can 
place confidence. We esteem our present interpreter to 
be such a person, equally faithful in the interpreJatioii of 
whatever is said to him by either of us, equally allied to 
both ; he is of our nation, and a member of our council, 
as well as of yours. 

When we adopted him, we divided him into two equal 
parts ; one we kept for ourselves, and one we left for you. 
He had a great deal of trouble with us, wore out his shoes 
in our messages, and dirtied his clothes by being among 
us ; so that he has become as nasty as an Indian. In 
return for these services we r< commend him to your 
generosity ; and on our own behalf we give him five 
skins to buy him clothes and shoes. 

Brethren^ — We have still one favor to ask ; one treaty 
and all we have to say about public business is now 
over, and to-morrow we design to leave you. We hope, 
as you have given us plenty of good provision whilst in 
the town, that you will, continue your goodness so far as 
to supply us on the road. And we likewise desire you 
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will provide us with wagons to carry our goods to the 
plac(i where they are to be conveyed by water. 



GACHRADODOW»S SPEECH. 

At a council, held at Lancaster, June 30th, 1744, when 
the governor observed that certain lands belonged to th# 
great King, 

Gachraaodow, of the Six Nations, thus spoke — Great 
Assaragoa* — ^The world at the first was made on the oth- 
er side of the great water, different from what it is on 
this side, as may be known from the different colors of 
our skins and of our flesh ; and that which you call ju9> 
tice may not be so among us ; you have your laws and 
outlaws, and so have we. The great King might send 
you over to conquer the Indians; but it looks to us that 
God did not approve it ; if he had, he would not have 
placed the sea where it is, as the limits between us and 
you. 

Brother Assara^oa^ — ^Though great things are well 
remembered among us, yet we don't remember that we 
were ever conquer^ by the great King, or that we have 
been employed by that great King to conquer others ; if 
it was so, it is beyond our memory. We do remember 
we were employed by Maryland to conquer the Conesto- 
goes, and that the second time we were at war with them, 
we carried them all off. 

Brother Jissara^oa^ — You charge us with not acting 
agreeably to our peace with the C^wbas. We will re- 
peat to you truly what was done ; the governor of New 
York at Albany, in behalf of Assaragoa, gave us several 
belts of wampum from the Gherokees and Gatawbas, and 
we ag^reed to a peace, if those nations would send some 
of their great men to us to confirm it face to face, and 

* Such was the name of the governor of Virginia* 
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that they would trade with us ; and desired that they 
would appoint a time to meet at Albany for that purpose, 
but they never came. 

Brother ^ssaragoa,—We then desired a letter might 
be sent to the Catawbas and Cherokees, to desire them to 
come down and confirm the peace. It was long before 
an answer came, but we met the Cherokees and confirm- 
ed the peace, and sent some of our people to lake care of 
them until they returned to their own country. The 
Catawbas refused to come, and sent us word that we 
were but women, and that they were men, and double 
men ; and that they would make women of us, and would 
be always at war with us : they are a deceitful people ; 
and brother Assaragoa is deceived by them ; we don't 
blame him for it, but are sorry he is so deceived. 

Brother Jissaragoa, — We have confii-raed the peace 
with the Cherokees, but not with the Catawbas; they 
have been treacherous and know it, so that the war must 
continue till one of us is destroyed ; thus we think pro- 
per to tell you, that you may not be troubled at what we 
do to the Catawbas. 

Brother AssaragoOy — We will now speak to the point 
between us. It is always a custom among brethren and 
strangers to use each other kindly ; you have some very 
ill natured people living there ; so we desire the persons 
in power may know that we are to have reasonable vic- 
tuals when we want. 

You know very well when the white people came 
first here, they were poor ; but now they have got lands 
and are by them become- rich, and we are now poor ; 
what little we have had for the land goes soon away, but 
the land lasts for ever. You told us you had brought 
with you a chest of goods, and that you have the key in 
your pockets; bui we have never seen the chest, nor the 
gfoods that are in it ; it may be small and the goods may 
Be few ; we want to see them, and are desirous to come 
to some conclusion. We have been sleeping here these 
two days past, and have not done any thin^ to the pur- 
pose. 
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THE CHARACTER OF THE FIVE INDIAN NATIONS 
OF CANADA, BY LORD CAD WALL ADER COLDEN.* 

The Five Nations are a poor and generally called a 
barbarous people, bred under the darkest ignorance ; 
and yet a bright and noble genius shines through these 
clou'JIs. None of the greatest Roman heroes have dis- 
covered a greater love of country or contempt of deiith, 
than these people called barbarians have done, when 
libertycame in competition. Indeed, I think our Indians 
hav3 outdone the Romans in this particular. Some of 
the greatest of those Roman heroes have murdered them- 
selves to avoid shame or torments ; but our Indians have 
refused to die meanly, or with but little pain when they 
thought their country's honour would be at stake by it ; 
but have given their bodies willingly to the most cruel 
torments of their enemies, to show, as they said, that the 
Five Nations consisted of men, whose courage and reso- 
lution could not slacken. But what, alas ! have we 
Chrisli ms done tj> make them better, we have indeed 
reason to be ashamed that these infidels by our conver- 
sation and neighbourhood, are become worse than they 
were before they knew us. Instead of Virtue we have 
only t.iuglit th(»m Vice, that they were entirely free from 
before tluit time. The narrow vices of private interest, 
have occ»T5ioned this and will occasion gi*eater, even 
public mischief, if the governors of tiio people do not 
put a stop to these growing evils If there practices be 
winked at, instead of faithful friends that have manfully 
fought our battles for us, the Five Nations will become 
fait[il<»ss thieves and robbers, and join with every enemy 
that can givt? hope of plunder. 

"If care were taken to plant and cultivate in them 



•One of his Majesty's consuls, and Saryeyor General of New 
York. 
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that general benevolence to mankind, which is the true 
first principles of virtue, it would effectually eradicate 
those horrid vices occasioned by their unbounded re- 
venge ; and then they no longer would deserve the 
the name of barbarians, but would become people whose 
friendship might add honour to the British nation. 

" The Greeks and Romans were once as much barba- 
rians as our Indians are now, and deified the heroes that 
firsttaught them those virtues, from whence the grandeur 
of those renowned nations wholly proceeded. A good 
man however, will feel more real satisfaction and pleasure 
from the sense of having in any way forwarded the civi- 
lizing of a barbarous nation, or having multiplied the 
number of good men, than from the fondest hopes of 
snch extravagant honours. 

" The Five Nations consist of so many tribes or na- 
tions joined together, without any superiority of one over 
the other. The union has continued so long that nothing 
is known to Europeans of the origin of it. They are 
known by the names of Mohawks, Oneidoes, Ononda- 
gas, Cayugas, and Sennekas. Each of these nations is 
again divided into three tribes or families, who distin- 
guish themselves by three different names or ensigns ; 
the Tortoise, the Bear, and the Wolf; and the Sachems, 
or old men of these families put their ensign or marks 
of their family to every public paper, when they sign it. 

" Each of these nations is a republic of itself, and is 
governed in all public affairs by its own Sachems, the 
authority of these rulers is gained by and consists wholly 
in the opinion the rest of the nation have of their wis- 
dom and integrity. They never execute their resolutions 
by force upon any of their people. Honour and esteem 
are their principal rewards ; as shame and being de- 
spised their punishments. These leaders and captains 
in like manner obtain their authority by the general 
opinion of their courage and conduct ; and lose it by 
a failure in those virtues. These great men, both Sa- 
chems and captains, are generally poorer than the com- 
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mon' people, for they nniformily give away and distribute 
all the presents or plunder they get in their treaties or in 
war, so as to leave nothing to themselves. 

** There is not a man in the ministry of the Five Na- 
tions, who has gained his office otherwise than by mer- 
it ; there is not the least salary or any sort of profit an- 
nexed to any office to tempt the covetous or sordid ; 
but on the contrary, every unworthy action is unavoida- 
bly attended with the forfeiture of their commission, for 
the authority is only the esteem of the people, and cea- 
ses the moment that esteem is lost. 

" The Five Nations think themselves superior to man- 
kind, and call themselves Ongue— honwe, that is, 
men surpassing all others. All the nations round them 
have for many years entirely submitted to them, and 
pay a yearly tribute to them of wampum.*" 

The following continuation of their character is by 
James Buchannan, Esq., of New York • 

«^ They dare neither make war nor peace without the 
consent of the Mohawks. Two old men of this tribe 
commonly go about every year or two, to receive this 
tribute ; and I have had opportunity to observe what 
anxiety the poor Indians were under while these two 
old men remained in that part of the country where I 
was. An old Mohawk Sachem, in a poor blanket and 
dirty shirt, may be seen issuing his orders with as arbi- 



♦Wampum is the current money among the Indians ; it is of 
two sorts, white and purple : the white is worked out of the in- 
sides of the great Congues into the form of ahead, and perfora- 
ted, so as to be strung on leather ; the purple is worked out of 
the inside of the musde shell. They are wove as broad as one's 
hand, and about two feet lon^ : these they call belts, and m^e 
and receive them at their treaties, as the seals of friendship. For 
lesser motives a single string is given ; every bead is of a Known 
value; and a belt of a less number is made to equal one of a 
greater, by so many as are wanted being listened to the belt by 
a string. 
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traiy authority as a Roman dictator. It is not, however, 
for the sake of tribute they make war, buX from notions 
of glory, which they have ever most strongly imprinted 
on their minds ; and the further they go to seek an ene- 
my, the greater glory is gained. The Five Nations in 
their love of liberty and of their country, in their bravery 
in battle, and their constancy in enduring labour and 
torments, equal the fortitude of the most renowned Ro- 
mans. 

" I shall finish their character by what their enemy, 
Monsieur Dela Potherie in his history of North Ameri- 
3a, says of them ; * when we speak in France of the Five 
Nations, they are thought, by a common mistake, to be 
mere barbarians, always thirsting after humim blood ; 
but their true character is very different. They are in- 
deed the fiercest and most formidable people in North 
America, and at the same time are as politic and judi- 
cious as can well be conceived ; and this nppears from 
the management of all the affairs which they transact, 
not only with the French and English, but likewise with 
almost all the Indian nations of this vast continent.' 

" They strictly form a Roman maxim, to increase 
their stren^jth by encouraging other nations to incorpo- 
rate with them, andtidopt many captives taken in baule, 
who afterwards have become sachems and captains. 
The cruelty the Indians use in war, is deservedly held 
in abhorrence ; but who ever has read the history of the 
far famed heroes of Greece and Rome, will find them lit- 
tle, if at all better, even in this respcxt. Does the be- 
haviour of Achilles to Hector's dead body appear less 
savage ! But Achilles had a Homer to blazon forth his 
virtues; not so with the unlettered Indian; every pen 
is dipped in gall against him. Witness the Carthagrin- 
ians, and PliOBuicians offering their children in sacrifice, 
and in latter days behold men professing Christianity, 
outstripping all true or fabled cruelty, blasphemously or 
impiously, under the idea of honouring God. 

" Previous to setting out on any warlike expedition, 
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they have a feast, to which all the noted warriors of the 
nation are inv ted ; when they have the war dance to 
the beat of kettle drums. The warriors are se.ited on 
two rows ; each rises in turn, and sings the deeds he 
has performed ; so that they work up their spirits to a 
high degree of enthusiasm. They come to these dances 
with faces painted in a frightful manner to make them- 
selves look terrible to their enemies. By these war 
songs they preserve the history of their gteat achieve- 
ments.* The solemn reception of these warriors, and 
the acclamations of applause which they receive at their 
return, cannot but have on their hearer the same effect 
in raising an emulation for glory, that a triumph had on 
the old Romans. After their prisoners are secured, they 
never offer them the least bad treatment, but on ihe con- 
trary will rather starve tliemselves than suffer them to 
want ; and 1 have been always assured that there is not 
one instance of their offering the least violence to the 
charity of any woman that was their captive. The cap- 
tives are generally distributed among those who have 
lost a member of their family in battle. If they are 
accepted, they enjoy all the privileges the person had ; 
but if otherwise, they die in torment to satiate the re- 
venge of those who refuse them. 

They use neither drum nor trumpet, nor any kind of 
musical instruments in their wars; their throats serve 
them on all occasions. We find the same was practised 
by Homer's heroes : 

Thrice to its pitch, his lofty voice he rears, 
O friend ! Ulysses' shouts invade my ears. 

The hospitality of these Indians is no less remarkable 
than their other virtues. As soon as any stranger comes 
among them, they are sure to offer him victuals; if a 
number arrive, one of their best houses is cleaned foy. 



* It is worthy of remark, that all nations have used the same 
means to record and bear in mind their history. 
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their accommodation, and not unfrequently they are ac- 
commodated with female society while they remain ; but 
this latter m irk of simple hospitality is not now to be 
found among any of the Indian tribes who have had 
much intercourse with the whites. The two following 
traits of character in the Mohawks, M. Oolden states as 
having come under his own knowledge ;. he state? that 
when last in their country, the Sachems told him they 
had an Englishman who had run from his master in 
New York; that they never would deliver him up to be 
punished, but that they would pay the value to the mas- 
ter. Another man made his escape from Albany jail, 
where he was in prison for debt ; the Mohawks received 
him, and, as they protected him agninst the she i iff, they 
not only paid the debt for him, but gave him land over 
and above sufficient for a good farm .^whereon he lived 
When M. Golden was last there. \ 

" Polygamy is not usual among them, and iu case of 
separ.ition according to the natural course of all. animals, 
the children follow the mother. The women bring 
forth their children with much ease, and without any 
help, and soon after delivery return to their usual em- 
ployment. They alone perform all the drudgery about 
the house, plant the corn, labour at it, cut the firewood, 
carry it home and on their marches bear the burdens. 
The men, disdainino^ all kind of labour, employ them- 
selves alone in hunting ; at times when it is not proper 
to hunt, the old men are found in companies in conversa- 
tion, the young men at their exercises, shooting at nmrks, 
throwing the hatchet, wrestling, or running ; and the 
women all busy at labour in the fields. The ancient 
state of Lacedemon resembles that of the Five Nations, 
their laws and customs bein's: formed to render the mind 
and bodies of the people fit for war. Theft is very 
scandalous and rare. There is one vice which they 
have acquired since they became acquainted with' the 
Europeans, of which they knew nothing before, drunk- 
enness ; all, male and female^ are awfully given fo this 
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vice; they have not been taughi to abliorit; on the 
contrary, the tiaders encourage it for the profit they 
gain on the Suque, and the bargains they obtain while 
intoxicated ; and this imported vice, from men profess- 
ing Christianity, has destroyed greater numbers than all 
their wars and diseases put together. 

" As to what religion they have it is. difficult to judge 
of thenv because the Indians that speak English and 
live near us, have learned many things of us, and it is 
not easy to distinguish the notions they had originally 
among them, from those they have learned of the Chris- 
tians. It is certain they have no kind of public worship, 
and I am told they have no radical word signifying 
God, that is, one simple expression for the Deity, but use 
a compound word that signifies preserver, sustainer, or 
master of the universe. Their funeral rites seem to infer 
an idea of a future existence. They make a large hole 
in which the body can be placed upright, or upon its 
haunches ; they dress the corpse in all their finery, and 
put wampum and other things info the grave with it, 
and the relations suffer not grass or any weeds to grow 
on the grave or near it, and frequently visit it with 
lamentations." 



AMERICA PEOPLED BY A MORE CIVILIZED RACE 
THAN THE PRESENT RED INDIANS. 

At what period the continent of America was origin- 
ally peopled, is a question which has not as yet been sa- 
tisfactorily proved ; in fact all the sources of information 
which have been hitherto exhibited to the philosophic 
mind, will not be sufficienl to fohn any probable con- 
jecture on this head. If the geological constitution of 
America be attentively examined, the opinion that it is 
a continent more recently formed than the rest of the 
globe, will not stand. 
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" The same succession of stony strnta^^ says a learned 
author, " is found no less in the new world than in the 
old world. At a height superior to Mount Jilanc 
petrified sea shells are found on the summit of the Andes. 
• 'l^e fossil bones of elephants, are spread over the 
equinoctial regions of a continent where living elephants 
do not exist; and these bones are not found merely in 
low plains, but in the coldest and most elevated regions 
of the Cordilleras- There, as well as in the old world, 
generations of animals lonof extinct, have preceded those 
which now exist on the surface of the earth. There is 
no reason to believe, because America has been but 
recently discovered, that, therefore, it has been but 
recently peopled. The comparative thinness of its 
population is no proof to the contrary, for the regions of 
central Asia are as thinly peopled as the savanhahs of 
New Mexico and Paraguay. The fact is, that the pro- 
blem of the first population of most countries, is nearly, 
as difficult to solve as that of America. The reason is 
plain, because the first population of a country is 
generally far beyond the period of its history. The 
problem, therefore, of the population of the new world, 
is no more within the province of history, than questions 
on the origin of plants and animals are in that of natural 
science." " 

It has been frequently proved beyond the possibility 
of a doubt, thjit the remains of a more polished and 
cultivated people than the present red Indians of North 
America do still exist in different parts of the western 
continent. In the absence of these remains the vestiges 
of civilisation which are every year discovered between 
Lake Ontarioand the Gulf of Mexico, and even towards 
the north-west should sufliciently prove tjie fact. Mr. 
Barton, in his Observations on some Parts of Natural 
History^ part I., has collecfed the scattered hints of 
Kalm, Carver, and others, and has added a plan of a re- 
gular work, which had been discovered on the banks of 
the Muskingum, near its junction with the Ohio. These 
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remains are principally sloiie walls, large mounds of 
earth, and a combination of these mounds with the walls, 
suspected to have been forlifictitions. In some p aces 
the ditches and the ibrtresses are said to have beea 
plainly seen ; in others, furrows, as if the land had beea' 
ploughed. The mounds of earth are of two kmds ; tliey 
are artificial tumuli, designed as repositories for the 
dead ; or they are of a greater size for the purpose of 
defending the adjacent country ; and with this viewthey 
are artificially constructed, or advantage is taken oTthe 
natural eminences, to raise them into a fortification. 

The remains near the banks of the Muskingum, are 
situated about one mile above the junction of that river 
with the Ohio, and a hundnd and sixty 'niiles below 
Ibrt Pitt, They consist of a number of walls and other 
elevatloQfi of ditches, <fec., altogether occupying a space 
of ground about three hundred and fifty to twenty-five 
or twenty feet broad. The town, as it had been called, is a 
large level, encompassed by walls, nearly in the form of 
a square, thie sides of which are from ninety-six to eighty- 
six perches in length. These walls are, in general, 
c.bout ten feet in height above the level on ^hi h they 
stand, arid about twenty feet in diameter at the base, but 
at the top they are much narrower : they are at present 
overgrown with vegetables of difierent kinds, and among, 
others, with trees of sevenil feet in diameter. The 
chasms, or opening in the walls, were probably intended 
for gateways ; they are three in number on each side^ 
besides the smaller openings in the angles. Within the 
walls there are three elevations, each about six feet ia 
height, with regular ascents to them. These elevation* 
considerably resemble some of the eminences already 
mentioned, which have been discovered near the river 
Mississippi. This author's opinion is, that the Tolticas, 
or some otlier Mexican nation, were the people to whom 
the mounds and fortifiqations, which he -has described, 
owe their existence. This conjecture is thought probable. 
fix)m the similarity of the Mexican iortificationsdesoribed 
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by the Abbe davigero, and other authors, to those de- 
cribed by our author ; and from the tradition of the 
Mexicans that they came from the north-west ; for, if we 
can rely on the testimony of late travellers, fortifications 
similar to those mentioned by Mr. Baatou have been 
discovered as far to the north as Lake Pepin ; and we 
find them, as we approach to the south, even as low as 
the coasts of Florida. 

Toewimerate the antiquities of America and the 
different places where they are found, would only be a 
repetition of what has already appeared before the public; 
and these discoveries are evidently so much attended 
with the exaggeration of enthusiasts, that it would ill 
become any person, who was not an actual observer, to 

E resent to the public what, perhaps, never existed. It is^ 
owever, an undeniable fact, that several vestiges of 
civilization have been found in different parts throuffh- 
out the western continent, which will at once prove that 
a people more versed in the arts and sciences than the 
present North American Indians, inhabited the western 
tontinent at some remote period. The venerable Bish- 
op of Meaux, who addressed a series of letters to the 
Clueen of Prance during his travels in North America, 
mentions the remains of several well built forts in the 
country of the Natchez, whom he supposes to be de- 
scendants of the Mexicans or the survivors of some nation 
which must have been somewhat acquainted with the 
arts, and might have been exterminated by war, pes- 
tilence, or famine. " This fortification," he says, " which 
is large and square, might contain several hundred cab- 
ins. The walls which are built of stone, are seven 
or eight feet high. Round them runs a broad ditch, six 
feet deep, into which they could, in time of danger, draw 
the waters of a creek or small river that runs by the 
town, at the distance of thirty yards. Not far from 
thence I observed the remains o{ a tower, built widi 
some'taste and art ; and on inquiring at the great temple 
of the Natchez, what it was intended for, I was told by 
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Ihe priest, that it was a repository for tbe dead, or HAll'^ 
tomb of their chiefe." .'^^ 

Monsieur de la Sale, who first discovered thecootitnr 
of the Natchez, speaks of fortifiicatioiis, temples, and ciiU^ 
vated fields, where he assured us the plough had been in 
use, from the fact that, on one occasion, when they weoe 
digging to make a well, they discovered the remains of 
a plough and the bone of- an elephant along with it, 
which from the shape they gave it, could not have batD 
intended for any other purpose than a ploughshare. 
' Another learned author makes the following observa- 
tions : " That North America was formerly inhabited by 
a. nation more civilized and more versed in science, than 
the present, is certain from the late disooveries ofM. 
Verandrier and his companions, who travelled westward 
from Montreal in order to reach the south sea. When 
they had traversed many nations, of which no European 
had any knowh dge before, they met with large tracts 
every where covered with furrows, wbicb had formerly ^ 
been ploughed ; it is to be observed that the people who 
now inhabit North America, never make use ofoxei^ 
horses, or ploughs. In several places they met on the . 
plains and in the woods great pillars of stone, which, to 
all appearance, had been erect^ by human hands, and 
with considerable taste. They found a stone, in which 
was fixed a smaller one, measuring twelve inches by 
five, on which was an inscription in unknown charac- 
ters ; this they brought to Canada, from whence it was 
sent to France, to the Count de Maurepas, the Secr^ 
tary of State." 

Count Rosetti found a helmet among the Natchez, 
made of tortoise-shell, on which some Asiatic hiero- 
glyphics were engraved. On his return to Italy they 
were explained by some missionaries who remained 
several years in China, and purported the God of War 
and the Great Sun, or the Great Chief. The helmet 
is still preserved in the count^s collection of antiquities 
L' Abbe de la Ville discovered, during his mission in 
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» Ohio, a defensive armour of tortoise-shell, with inscrip- 
tions in the Chinese lang:uage. These he sent lo Paris, 
and are to be seen in the liationat museum, with the 
following observatbns : "I have often heard among 
the present Indians, that, before they arrived in this coun- 
try from the north-west, they met the remains of anation 
whose language they could not understand, and whose 
external appearance, manners, customs, and religion, 
were not the same with theirs. They represented them 
as a people who had a different origin, but who, they 
said, had entered this continent by Kamschatcaj as they 
did themselves. This information I have not oulf ac- 
quired from those Indian tribes which I found in Ohio, 
but also from the Great Sun of the Natchez, who assured 
me that he was the descendant of those who were the 
original proprietors of the American soil, previous to the 
migration of the barbarous tribes by which he found 
himself then surrounded. At tlie same time he told me, 
that a part of his nation survived the almost utter exter- 
mination of his tribes by that Ixirbarous horde, and that 
they still lived towards the south." 

"Innumerable fortifications," says Mens, du Chateau, 
"are to be found throughout America; but all these 
vestiges of civil izai ion, and their monuments or pillars 
and the tumuli of the dead are now so overgrown with 
trees, that it is with some difficulty, they can be dis- 
cerned.'' 

That several monuments of antiquity are very pro- 
bably concealed from us by the overgiowth of the forest 
cannot at all be denied, when we exhibt to the view of 
the public, a certain fact which recently came to light in 
the township of Beverly, county of Halton, Upper 
Canada. A tumulus was discovered containing the re- 
mains of about a thousand Indians, with arms and 
cooking vessels. This golgotha was, when discovered, 
overgrown with trees of two hundred years growth. It is, 
therefore, reasonable to believe that several marks of 
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civilization have^ under similar droaiustaiices, escaped om 
notice. 

M. Sinclair, who travelled in NorlliwtoericaiQ the year 
1748, has mmt the foUowing observatikKto respecting the 
civilisation of the aboriginal inhabitants of this continent : 
**That architecture and painting," he sayS, ^^w^ 
known among the ancients of America cannot be deni^ 
when we examine the art which they displayed in build- 
ing fortifications and towers; and the taste which tbor 
paintings in relievo exhibit. It woi>kl be equally absuril 
to deny that iron tools were in use; for how could th^ 
break and shape into different forms large stones almost 
as hard as the flint which the present red men use fid 
hatchets. But, without any conjecture, we may easiljr 
arrive at a conclusion by considering the fact, that thib 
French missionaries found severe-iron tools, and warlike 
weapons ; and these tools, are sa^ to resemble, in a stii» 
king manner, those of the Coreans, formerly a Chinese 
colony." r 

Count Rosetti says, that they are not unlike those in use 
among the Chinese, according to the observations of thb 
Jesuit, who lived for several years in China. How these 
tools and weapons have disappeared can easily be account 
ed for, by supposing that this Asiatic colony, which was 
undoubtedly more polished than the present Indians, 
buried along with the dead, as is well known to have been 
the custom, those tools and weapons which were dear to 
them when living. This ridiculous and superstitious 
custom would certainly contribute, through time, to the 
utter annihilation of those instruments, which, though 
evidently in use among them, were not made by them 
since they arrived in America, but brought along with 
them from whatever part of Asia they migrated, and 
consequently the supply could not be otherwise ihan 
scanty. The Mexicans, who are supposed, and on very 
good grounds, to be the descendants ot this more civilized 
race of Indians, were acquainted with the arts when first 
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iisited by the Europeans ; and this we shall endeavor to 
prove hereafter. 

The following article appeared some ^aie ago, in the 
United Service Jimmal^ in reference lb fee <5reek anti- 

J uities which have been recently disco^^l^ in South 
Lrcerica : " A recent discovery seems to afford strong 
evidence that the soil of America was once trodden by 
one of Alexander's subjects. A few years since there 
was found, near Monte Video, in South America, a stone 
with the following words in Greek upon it : * During the 
reign of Alexander, the son of Philip, king of Macraon, 
in the 63rd Olympiad, Ptolemy'— the remainder of the 
Inscription could not be deciphered. This stone covered 
an excavation, which contaiiied two very ancient swords, 
a helmet, a shield, and several earthen amphorae of large 
capacity. On the handle of one of the swords was a 
poitrait of a man, and*on the helmet there was sculptured 
firork representing Achilles dragging the corpse of Hector 
round the walls of 'iroy. This was a favourite picture 
among the Greeks. Probably this Ptolemy was overtaken 
by a storm in the great ocean, as the ancients termed the 
Atlantic, and driven on the coast of South America. The 
fiilence of Greek writers in relation to this event may 
easly be accounted for, by supposing that on attempting 
to return to Greece he was lost, together with his crew, 
and thus no account of his discovery ever reached them.*' 
How these Greek antiquities came to America, we 
cannot at all conjecture; and it is equally dubious, 
whether such ihings have been discovered or not. It 
would, however, appear presumptuous on our prt to 
contradict it, when we can prove nothing to the contrary. 
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INDIAN ANTIQUITIES. 
{From Chver nor Clinton^ s Discourse) 

"It would be an unpardonable omission, not to men- 
tion, while treating on this subject, that there is every 
reason to believe, that previous to the occupancy oi this 
country by the progenitors of the present nation of In- 
dians, it was inhabited by a race of men much more 
populous, and much farther advanced in civilization. 
The numerous remains of ancient fortific;»tions, which 
are found in this country, commencing principally near 
the Onondaga River, and from thence spreading over the 
military tract, the Genesee country, and the lands of the 
Holland Land Company, over the territory adjoining the 
Ohio and its tributary streams, the country on Lake 
Erie, and extendine even west of the Mississippi, denK)n- 
strate apopulation far exceeding that of the Indians when 
this country was first settled. 

'* I have seen several of these works in the western 
parts of this state. There is a large one in the town of 
Onondaga; one in Pompey, and another in Manlius; 
one in Camillus, eight miles from Auburn ; one in Scipio, 
six miles; another one mile, and one, half a mile from 
that village. Between the Senecca and Cayuga Lakes 
there are several ; three within a few miles of each other. 
Near the village of Canadaigua there are three. In a 
word they are scattered all over thnt country. 

" These forts were, generally speaking, erected on the 
most commandinor ground. The walls or breastworks 
were earthen. The ditches were on the exierior of the 
works. On some of the parapets, oak trees wore to be 
seen, which, from the number of the concentric circles, 
must have been standing one hundred and fifty, two hun- 
dred and sixty, and three hundred years ; and there were 
evident indications, not only that they had sprung up 
since the erection of those works, but that they were at 
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least a second growth. The trenches were in some cases 
deep and wide, and in others ^hollow and narrow ; and 
the breastworks varied in altitude from* three to eight 
feet. They sometimes had one, and sonMslimes two en- 
trances, as was to be inferred from there bekig no ditch at 
those places. When the works were protected by a deep 
ravine, or a large stream of water, no ditch was to be seen. 
The areas of these forts varied from two to six acres ; 
and the form was generally an irregular ellipsis ; and in 
some of them fragments of earthenware and pulverized 
substances, supposed to have been originally human 
bones were to be found. 

*' These fortifications, thusdifiiised over the interior of 
our country, have been £<eneially considered as surpas- 
sing the skill, patience, and industry of the Indian race ; 
and various hypotheses have been advanced to prove 
them of European origin. 

" An American writer of no inconsiderable repute pro- 
nounced some years ago, that the two forts at the con- 
fluence of the Muskingum and Ohio Rivers, one cover- 
ing forty and the other twenty acres, were erected by 
Ferdinand de Soto, who landed with one thousand men 
in Florida in 1539, and penetrated a considerable dis- 
tance into the interior of the country. He allotted the 
large fort for the use of the Spanish army ; and after being 
extremely puzzled how to dispose of the small one in the 
vicinity, he at last assigned it to the swine, that general- 
ly, as he said, attended the Spaniards in those days ; 
being in his opinion very necessary, in order to prevent 
them from becoming astray, and to protect them from 
the depredations of the Indians. 

*« When two ancient forts, one containing six and the 
other three acres, were found near Lexington in Ken- 
tucky, another theory was propounded, and it was sup- 
posed that they were erected by the descendants of a 
Welch Colony, who are said to have migrated under the 
auspices of Madoc to this country, in the twelfth century ; 
that they formerly inhabited Kentucky ; but being at- 
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tacked by the Indians, were forced to take refnge near 
the sources of the Missouri, 

" Another sus:a:estion has been made, that the French 
in their expeditions frora Canada to the Mississippi, were 
the authors of these works ; but the most numerous are 
to be found in the territory of the Senecas, whose hos- 
tility to the French was such, that they were not allow- 
ed for a lonor time to have any footing among them.* 
The fort at Niagara was obtained from them by the in- 
trigues and eloquence of Joncaire, an adopted child of 
the nation.t 

" Louis lienmie, a Frenchman, asjed upwards of seven- 
ty, and who has been settled and married among the 
confederates for more than half a century, told me ihat 
according to the traditions of the ancient Indiaris, these 
forts wero erected by an army of Spaniards, who were 
the first Europeans ever seen by them ; the French the 
next; then the Dutch; and finally the Knglish; that 
this army first appeared at Oswego in great force, and 
penetrated through the interior of the country, searching 
for the precious metals ; that they continued there two 
years, and went down the Ohio. 

"Someof theSenecas told Mr. Kirkland, the Mission- 
ary, that those in their territory were raised by their an- 
cestors in their wars with the Western Indians, three, 
four, or five hundred years ago. All the cantons have 
traditions, that their ancestors came orisfinally from the 
west ; liud the Senecas say that thtars first settled in the 
country of the Creeks. The early histories mention that 
the Iroquois first inhabited on the north side of the lakes ; 
that they were driven to their present territory in a war 
with the Algonquins or Adirondacks, from whence they 
expelled the Satanas. If these accounts are correct, the 
ancestors of the Senecas did not, in all probability, occu- 
py their great territory, at the time they allege. 



* Golden, vol. 1. p. 61- t Charlevoixt voL a letter 15. p. 2. 27. 
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"I believe we may confidently pronounce, that all the 
hypotheses which attribute these works to Eurc^)eans, 
are incorrect and fanciful. 1st. Our account of the 
present number of the works. 2nd. Our account of their 
antiquity ; having from every appearance, been erected 
a long time before the discovery of America; and final- 
ly their form and manner are totally variant from Euro- 
{Jean fortifications, either in ancient or modern times. 

"It is generally clear that they were not the work of 
the Indians. Until the Senecas, who are renowned for 
their national vanity, had seen the attention of the Ameri- 
cans attracted to these erections, and had invented the 
-, fabulous account of which I have spoken, the Indians of 
the present day did not pretend to know any thing about 
their origin. They were beyond the reach of all their 
traditions, and were lost in the abyss of unexplored anti- 
quity. 

" The erection of such prodigious works must have 
been the result of labour, far beyond the patience and 
perseverance of our Indians; and the forms and mate- 
rials are entirely different from those which they are 
known to make. These earthern walls, it is supposed, 
will retain their ori^nal form much longer than those 
constructed with brick and stone. They have undoubt- 
edly been greatly diminished by the washing away of 
the earth, the filling up of the interior, and the accumu- 
lation of fresh soil : yet their firmness and solidity indi- 
cate them to be the work of some remote age. Add to 
this, that the Indians have never practised the mode of 
fortifying by entrenchments. Tlieir villages or castles 
were protected by palisades ; which afibrded a sufficient 
defence against Indian weapons. When Cartier went to 
Hochelaga, now Montreal, in 1536 he discovered a town 
of the Iroquois, or Hurons, containing about fifty huts. 
It was encompassed with three lines of palisades, through 
which was one entrance, well secured with stakes and 
bars. On the insid*. was a rampart of timber, to which 
were ascents by ladders ; and heaps of stones were laid 
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in proper places to cast at an enemy. Charlevoix and 
other writers agree, in representing the Indian fortresses, 
as fabricated with wood. Such also were the forts of 
Saascus, the great chief of the Pequots ; and the princi- 
pat fortress of the Narragansets was on an island in a 
swamp, of five or six acres of rising land ; the sides were 
made with palisades set upright, encompassed with a 
hedge, of a rod in thickness. 

" I have already alluded to the argument for the great 
antiquity of tliose ancient forts, to be derived from the 
number of concentric circles. On the ramparts of one 
of the Muskingum forts, four hundred and sixty three 
were ascertained on a tree, decayed at the centre ; and • 
there are likewise the strongest marks of a former growth' 
of a similar size. This would make those works near a 
thousand years old. 

" But there is another consideration which has never 
before been urged, and which appears to me to be not un- 
worthy of attention.- It is certainly novel, and I believe 
it to be founded on a basis, which cannot easily be sub- 
verted. 

" From near the Genesee River to Lexington, on the 
Wagara River, there is a remarkable ridge or elevation 
of land, running almost the whole distance, which is 
seventy eight miles, and in a direction from east to west. 
Its general altitude above the neighbouring land is thir- 
ty feet, and its width varies considerably ; in some places 
it is not more than forty yards. Its elevation above the 
level of the Lake Ontario is perhaps one hundred and 
sixty feet, to which it descends by a gradual slope, and 
its distance from that water is between six and ten miles. 
This remarkable strip of land, would appear as if intend- 
ed by nature for the purpose of an easy communication. 
It is in fact a stupendous natural turnpike, descending 
gently on each side, and covered with gravel ; and but 
little labour is requisite to make it the best road in the 
United States. When the forests between it and the 
lakes are cl<^iu:ed, the prospects and scenery which will 
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be afforded from a tour on this route to the Cataract of 
Niagara, will surpvass all competition for sublimity and 
beauty, variety and number. 

"There is every reason to believe, that this remarka- 
ble ridge was the ancient boundary of this great lake. 
The gravel with which it is covered, was deposited there, 
by the waters ; and the stones every where indicate by 
their shape, Ihe abrasion and agitation produced by that 
element. All along the borders of the western rivers 
and lakes, there are small mounds or heaps of gravel, of 
a conical form, erected by the fish for the protection of 
their spawn ; these fiish banks are found in a state that 
cannot be mistaken, at the foot of the ridge, on the side 
toward the lake ; on the opposite side none have been 
discovered. All rivers and streams which enter the lake 
from the south, have their mouths affected with sand in 
a peculiar way, from the prevalence and power of the 
north-westerly winds. The points of the creeks which 
pass through this ridge, correspond exactly in appear- 
ance wilhthe erjtrance of the streams into the lakes. 

These facts evince, beyond doubt, that Lake Ontario 
has, perhaps one or two thousand years a^o, receded 
from this elevated ground. And the cause of this retreat 
must be ascribed to its having enlarged its former outlet, 
or to its imprisoned waters (aided probably by an earth- 
quake) forcing a passage down the present bed of the St. 
Lawrence ; as the Hudson did at the Highlands, and the 
Mohawk at the Little Falls. On the south side of this 
great ridge, in its vicinity, and in all directions through 
this eoimtry, the remains of numerous forts are to be 
seen ; but on the north side, that is, on the side toward 
the lake, not a single one has been discovered, although 
the whole ground has been carefully explored. Consid- 
ering the distance to be, say, seventy miles in length, 
and eight in breadth, and that the border of the lake is 
the very place that would be selected for habitation- and 
consequently for works of defence, on account of the fa- 
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^ilities it would aflford for subsistence, for safety, for all 
domestic accommodations and military purposes ; and 
that on the south shores of Lake Erie, these ancient for- 
tresses exist in great number, there can be no doubt but 
that these works were erected, wheq thi3 ridge was the 
southern boundjixy of Lake Ontario, and, consequently, 
that their origin must be sought in a very remote ag^. 

" A great part of North America was then inhabited 
by populous nations, who had made considerable advan- 
ces in civilization. These numerous works could never 
have been supplied with provisions withottt the aid of 
agriculture. Nor could they have been constructed with- 
out the use of iron or copper ; and without a perseve- 
raqce, labor, and design which demonstrate considerable 
progress in the arts. of civilized life. A learned writer 
has said, * I perceive no reason why the Asiatic North 
might not be an Officiha virorum as well as the Euro- 
pean. The overteemmg country to the east of the Ri- 
phoBan Mountains must find it necessary to discharge its 
inhabitants. The first great wave of people was forced 
forward by the next to it, more restless and more powerful 
Jban itself. Successive and new impulses continually 
'forriving, short rest was given to that which spread over 
a more eastern tract ; disturbed again and again, it cov-' 
ered fresh regions. At length, reaching the farthest lim- 
its of the old world, it found a new one, with ample 
space to occupy unmolested for ages.'* 

" After the north of Asia had thus exhausted its exhu- 
berant population by such a great migration^ it would 
require a very long period of time to produce a co-oper- 
ation of causes, sufficient to eflisct another. The first 
mighty stream of pepple that flowed into America, must 
have remained fnie -from external pressure for ages. 
Availing themselves of this period of tranquillity, they 
would devote themselves to the art of peace, make rapid 



* PennaDt^s Artie Zoology, roL 1, p. 260. 
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pn^^ress in civilization, and acquire an immense popa- 
lation. In course of time, discord and war would rage 
among them, and compel the establishment of places of 
security. At last, they became alarmed by the irruption 
of a horde of barbarians, who nished like an overwhelm- 
ing flood from the north of Asia. 

A multitude, like which the populous North 
Poured from her frozen loins, to pass 
Rhene or the Danaw^ when her barbarous sons 
Came like a deluge en the South, and spread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian Sands.^ 

" The great law of self-preservation compelled thetn 
to stand on their defence, to resist these ruthless inva- 
ders, and to construct numerous and extensive works for 
protection. And for a long series of time the scale of 
victory was suspended in doubt, and they firmly with- 
stood the torrent ; but like the Romans in the decline of 
their empire, they were finally worn down and destroy- 
ed, by successive inroads, and renewed attacks. And 
the fortifications of which we have treated, are the only 
remaining monuments of these ancient and exterminated 
nations. This is, perhaps, the airy nothing of imagina- 
tioD, and may be reckoned the extravagant dream of a 
visionary mind ; but may we not, considering the won- 
derful events of the past and present times, nnd the in- 
scrutabledispensations of an overruling Providence, may 
we not look forward into futurity, and without depart- 
ing from the rigid laws of probability, predict the occur- 
rence of similar scenes, at some remote period of time. 
And perhaps in the decrepitude of our empire, some 
transcendent genius, whose powers of mind shall only 
be bounded by that impenetrable circle which prescribes 
the limits of human nature,* may rally the barbarous na- 
tions of Asia, under the standard of a mighty empire. 



** Milton's Paradise Lost, book 1, p. (S2. 
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fV>]]owing the track of the Russian colonies and com- 
merce towards the North-west coast, and availing him- 
self of the navigation, arms, and military skill oi civil- 
iied nations, he may, after subvertingthe neighboring des- 
potisms of the old world, bend his course toward Euro- 
pean America. The destinies of our country may then 
be decided on the waters of the Missouri, or on the banks 
of Lake Superior. And if Asia shall then revenge on our 
posterity, the injuries we have inflicted on her sons, a 
new, a long, and a gloomy night of Gothic darkness 
will set in upon mankind. And when, after the efflux 
of ages, the returning effulgence of intellectual light shall 
again gladden the nations, then the wide-spread ruins of 
our cloud-capped towers, of our solemn temples, and of 
our magnificent cities, will, like the works of which we 
have treated, become the subject of curious research and 
elaborate investigation." 



THE MEXICANS ARE THE REMAINS OF A MORE POL- 
ISHED NATION THAN THE PRESENT NORTH AMERI- 
CAN INDIANS- 

It must be observed, however, that the history of nations 
and the progress of civilization does not, at this momenti 
otler a greater enigma worthy of solution than the origin 
of the Toltec, Chichimec, and Aztec tribes, which com- 
pose at present those properly denominated Mexicans. 
Their migrations are not hid in the obscurity of far dis- 
tant ages, like those of the Celts, the Hellenes, or tha 
Pelas^fi, but at a period comparatively modern, when all 
the movements on the continent of Asia are at least pos- 
sible to be traced. If we may judg3 from the number of 
languages, the number of native tribes must be great 
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These languages exceed twenty, fourteen of which hare 
grammars and dictionaries. The following are their 
names : The Mexican, or Aztec language, spoken by 
the Tol tecs, Chichimecs, Acoluchecs, Nahuatlacs, and 
Aztecs, thus indicating an identity of origin. This lan- 
guage is the most widely diffused of all the Mexican lan- 
Sag^s, extending from 37 N. Lat. as far south as the 
[6 of Nicaragua, a distance of more than 1200 miles. 
The other languages, indicating as many diflferent tribes, 
are the Otomite, Tarasc, Zapotec, Mistece, Maye, or 
Yucatan, Totonac,Papo]ouc,Matlazing, Huaste, Mixed, 
Caquiquil, Taranmar, Tepehuan,and the Cors. The 
most part of these languages are, undoubtedly, different 
from each other ; but the intermixture of one tribe with 
the other, their separation into new countries, and their 
formation into different nations, would, inevitabijr, pro- 
duce, in the process of time, new and strange lan^ages ; 
so that if we can trace the origin of the most ancient and 
universal language, which is the Mexican or Aztec, we 
may fairly conclude that the Mexican is the common 
sourse of all the other dialects, and that the Mexicans 
must consequently be the progenitors of all the other tribes 
Of the five tribes which constitute the present Mexican 
naton theToltecs first made their appearance fifty miles to 
the east of the city of Mexico, in648. They declared them- 
selves expelled from a country lying to the north-west 
of the Rio Gila, and called by them Huehuetlapallan. 
The date of their emigration is fixed in the Mexican 
paintings, which describe year by year the events of this 
migration, which commenced in 544 of our era, or 104 
years before their settlement in Mexico; and it is very 
remarkable that this epoch of 544, corresponds with the 
ruin of the dj-nasty of Tsin, in China, which caused 
such great commotions among the nations of eastern 
Asia. About one hundred years after the Tol tecs had 
left Huehuetlapallan, the Chichimecs took possession of 
it. These were a much more rude and unpolished tribe 
than the Toltecs, and came from an unknown country, 
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called by them Amaque Mecan, far to the north of 
Huehuetlapall an, where they had rej^ided for a long 
tune. They took eighteen months in iheir migration to 
the ancient seat of the Toltecs. After remaining fiye 
centuries in Huehiietlapallan, they migrated to the south 
and appeared in Mexico in 1170, and mingled with the 
Toltecs. The Nahuatlacs made their first appearance 
from the no th, in 1196 in Mexico. The Aztecs, the 
immediate progenitors of the Mt xicans, dwelt in a country 
called Aztlan, to the north of the Californian Gulf in 
1160. How far to the north of this parallel Aztlan lay, 
it is impossible to: determine ; but we are certain that it 
lay to the north of the Rio Colorado of California. It 
is probable that the original abode of the Aztecs, or 
Aztlan, lay beyond Nootka Sound, between it and Cook's 
River, e^ecially under the 57th degree of N. Latin 
Norfolk Bay and new Cornwall, where the natives have 
a strong predilection for hieroglyphical painting, like the 
Mexicans. After a migration of 66 years, distinguished 
into three grand peFJ()ds, the Aztecs arrived in the valley 
of Mexico in 1216. The first stage of their migration 
was to the south of the Rio Nabajoa, in 35 dcg. N. Lat. 
and one of the branches of the Colorado. The second 
stage, was to the south of the Rio Gila, in N. Lat. 33 
deg. 30 min., where the ruins of an ancient city, called 
has Casas Grandes, by the Spaniards, was discovered in 
1773, in the midst of a vast and beautiful plain, a league 
to the south of the Gila. These rnins occupy the space 
of three square miles. The whole surrouncling plain is 
filled with fragments of Mexican stone ware, beautifully 
painted in red, white, and blue. The third stati(m was 
in the vicinity of Yanos, in the new Biscay, in N. Lat 
30 deg. 30 min., and 350 miles S. E. of Las Casas 
Gian^. They n)oved hence to Hueicolhuican, or 
Culeacan, where the Aztecs, originally compoed of six 
tribes, were abandoned by five of them, namely, the 
Xochimilcas, Tepanecas, Chalcese, Tlascaltecs. llie 
ceuseof tbissepsjation ia not known. The remainiiifj^ 
tribe was lenl into two vk>lent facticmsi which peiseculBd 
26* 
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each other, and they constructed aC more edifices, as at 
Las Cnsas Grandes. They, ho wrfveTjf still travelled to- 
gether to the south, in order to eirjoy the company and 
protectioii of their imaginary God. Wherever they stopt 
an altar was erected to him ; and at their departure, they 
always left behind all their sick, undf^r the charge of 
others to take care of them. They stopt at Tula nine 
years, and eleven more in the surrounding parts. At last, 
in 1216, they arrived at Zumpanco, a considerable city 
in the vale of Mexico, where they were very kindly re- 
ceived by the Lord of that district, who not only assigned 
them habitations, but became very much attached to 
them ; and even demanded from ihem a wife for his son, 
which was granted ; and from this marriage all the 
Mexican Kinjis descended. 

Restless, however, and dissatisfied with their condition, 
they still migrated from place to place, along the lake of 
Tezcuco. In 1245, they arrived at Chapoltepec, within 
two miles of the future site of Mexico. Harrassed by 
the petty kings of Zaltocan, or the Chichimec sover- 
eigns, they retired to a small group of small islands, called 
Acocolco, at the southern extremity of the lake, where 
they lived for 52 years in great misery, being compelled 
to satisfy their wants with aquatic plants, insects, and 
an unknown species of reptile, called Axolotl. Reduced 
to slavery by the princes of Acoluacan or Tezcuco, they 
were again forced to abandon their abode in the midst of 
the lake, and take refuge on the continent, at T'zapan, 
The service which they did to their masters, in a war 
with the Xochimilcas, again procured them their liberty. 

They established themselves first at Acatzinzintlau, 
which they called IVlexicalzingo, from Mexitli, or Huitz-r 
• 'lopochtli, their warlike divinity, corruptly called Vitas- 
tipuizli, and next to Iztacaldo. Thence they removed 
to the little islands to the E. N. E. of Chapoltepec, inthe 
western end of the Inke, in obedience to the order ofthe 
oracle of Aztlau. An ancienttradition preserved amongst 
hem said, that the Hmit, or fatal tiam of their migratioii. 
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was to be a place whete^.they should find an eagle sitting 
on the top of a noparrtinib^ the roots of which penetrated 
the crevicesof a rock. This nopal was seea by the 
Aztecs, in the year re25, 165 years after their first 
migration from Aztlan, and 109 years from their first 
appearance in the vale of Mexico, on a small island, 
which served for a foundation to the Teocalli, or Teopau, 
or the house of God, afterwards called by the Spaniards, 
the great temple of Mexitli. With the building of this 
rude temple commenced the foundation of the cily of 
Mexico, signifying in the Aztec language, the habitation 
of the god of war ; and with it commenced the dynasty of 
the Mexican kings, and with it ended the migration of the 
Aztec tribe. 

Such is the information which eminent geographers 
and the most authentic Spanish writers give us, respecting 
the early history of the Mexicans. I'hat they were found 
to be a superior race to the various tribes which inhabited 
this continent, when America was fir<t visited by Europe- 
ans, cannot be denied, if a partial knowledge of the arts 
be a constituent part of refinement and civilization. 
It is the opinion of all those who have made inquiries 
after the origin and descent of the Mexicans,or about those 
vestiges of civilization which are found throughout the 
continent of America,that they are the descendants of an 
Asiatic colony from Corea, which was at the time of their 
migration into America, tributary to the Chinese empire. 
In corroboration of this theory, we have not only the opin- 
ion of learned men, the testimony of Chinese manu- 
scripts but also a striking similarity of external appear 
ance, maimers, and customs, a3 we shall soon see. 

The Mexicans are described as being generally of a 
good size, and well proportioned. They have narn>w 
foreheads, black eyes, and regular white teeth, their hair 
is black, thick, coarse and glossy. They have little or no 
beard, and no hair upon their arms, thighs or legs. Theii 
■kius are a kind of olive, or copper ocdour.- Few among 
them are defi)rmed| and many of the females lure beautiful 
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They dress their hair in various fashions, and use 
different Jdnds of paints, to make them amiable to their 
Mends, and terrible to their foes. Many of the Mexican 
tribes cover themselves differently. Those of them who 
lived in cities when the Spaniards arrived in that country, 
seem all to have worn particular habits ; but this has not 
been exactly described by the Spanish writers. The 
habits of the emperor, and his principal chiefs are repre- 
sented as having been very superb ; but it is probable, 
that fancy has sometimes added to the magnificence. 

The Mexicans, as is well known to those Europeans 
who first visited them> had, undoubtedly, attained an as- 
tonishing degree of excellence in several^ arts. They were 
considerable proficients in painting and architecture. In 
painting they sometimes made use of pencils, at other 
times they used coloured feathers ; disposing them into 
a kind of mosaic work, and displaying in this work an 
ingenuity and patience, which has never been surpassed 
by European artists. They cut and polished marble, 
jewels and precious stones. They constructed different 
kinds of armour ; they wrought mines of gold, silver, 
wood, and stones ; they cut from the quarry stones of 
prodigious size, and removed them to great distances, to 
be employed in their buildings ; and all this without 
having the knowledge of any metal harder than iron or 
copper. 

Their public edifices are described as having been of 
stone and well built. The royal palace openai by thirty 
gates, into as many streets. The principal front, it is 
said, was of jasper of different colours, and highly pol- 
ished. The passage to the royal apartment was through 
three courts, of the same materials, and equally well 
finished as the principal court The floors of those 
apartments were covered with mats, and they were hung, 
some of them with cotton cloths and some with hangings 
made of feathers, disposed into a variety of living fibres. 
The roo& were so artificially constructed, that, atlhough 
without nails^ the planks supported each other. 
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Cotton manufactures were very^eAinmon amons: them ; 
on doth after it was woven, they painted various figures 
of men, trees, animals, <fcc Instead, of needles, they used 
bones ; and the sinews of different animals, they used for 
thread. These manufactures were conducted chiefly by 
the women. 

They knew something of poetry and music ; and songs 
set to music, describing the achieveuients of their ances- 
tors, fonned a principar part of their amusements. Their 
writing was advanced no farther, than to rnpresent 
transactions by paintings, and hieroglyphic representa- 
tions. It was in this way that the Spanish invasion was 
announced to Montezuma. 

They were skilled in agriculture, so as to raise con- 
siderable quantities ofmaize. Tiiey had some knowledge 
of gardening and botany ; particularly wi»h regard to 
medicinal plants, of which this country produces great 
quantities. The Mexican years consisted of 365 days. 
It was divided into 18 months, of 20 days each-; and the 
five days, which according to this way of reckoning, be- 
longing to no month, were yearly spent in the greatest 
festivity. This calendar shows, that they paid more at- 
tention to the course of the sun, than to that of the 
moon. ^ 

l^he principal food of the common people was maize 
ground into flonr and formed into cakes. They made 
use of plantains, cassavi, and many kinds of roots ; the 
flesh of I he pecari, deer, and different kinds of venison. 

When any considerable business was to benndertaken, 
they always commenced their consultations with a feast. 
They had feasts at weddings, and, in short, at every 
important transaction. At these feasts they had always 
a plentiful store of their intoxiratinor liquors. 1 heir, 
drinkirigs eontinued sometimes several days, and nev«r 
ended but with the li(juor. The women were not per- 
mitted to eat in presence of ihe men. 

Their principal exercises were hunting and fishing, at 
whiob they were very expert. They were fond of 
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dancing ; this exercisn was performed to the music of a 
reed, with wveral stops ; accompanied by a kifid of 
wooden drum. Their dances were performed sometimes 
in a circle ; at other times, an individual exhibited his 
performances ; and then they consisted chiefly of displays 
of activity, strength and agility. The women likewise 
danced and sung, but always separate from the men. 

The Mexicape, according to Acosta, were married in 
their temples bfk priest. The ceremony consisted in his 
demanding of the parties, whether they were willing to 
accept of each other for husband and wife ? Upon tneir 
answering in the aflSrmative, he tied a corner of the 
woman's veil, to a corner of the man's mantle. In this 
manner ht? led them home to thebribegroom's house ; the 
bride went seven times round a fire, which, for that 
purpose, had been kindled on the floor ; the parties then 
sQl.^wn together by the fireside, and the marriage was 
iooke(ilipon as concluded The consummation took 
place on 4;he same night. If the husband was satisfied 
with his spouse, he gave an entertainment to her friends, 
made them presents and sacrificed to the gods. If he 
suspected her virginity, she was returned to her family, 
which was to them a considerable reproach. 

It does Al appear to be certain, whether polygamy 
w^s commonly practised or not. Their chiefs, we know, 
had many wives ; but we know that their customs were 
often different from those of the nation at large. Divorce 
was allowed by the Mexican law, when the parties could 
not agree. In this case the husband returned with his 
wife all the effects which she had received from her 
friends ; of which an account was always kept. Those 
who had been divorced, were forbidden to come together 
again under pain of death. This was also the punish- 
ment for adultery. 

The Mexicans displayed an exemplary diligence in 
the education of their youth. It was on example of 
their political sagacity. Public schools were in all 
places erected in the neighbourhood of their templesii 
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with proper teachers, who were considered as officers of 
stale. These carefully studied the dispositions and parts 
of the boys committed to their charge, and fitted them 
for the army, the church, or the state, according as these 
parts or dispositions directed They were not permitted 
to indulge in long sleep. They were forced to live ab- 
stemiously and be inured to the most fatiguing exercises. 
II intended for the army, which they considered as the 
most honourable of all employments, they were obliged 
to give proofs of their courage and intrepidity, before 
they could be enrolled as soldiers. There were also 
seminaries for the education of females. These were 
under the direction of respectable matrons, who insiruct- 
ed their pupils in the principles of religion and morality 
together with those less dignified domestic accomplish- 
ments, which are too frequently neglected in a female 
education, but which are no less useful in a married 
state. Both sexes were instructed in music and dancing ; 
they were initiated in the poetry of their country, which 
with them was not a fruitless amusement. 

Their funeral rites had a striking resemblance to those 
of their less polished neighbours, the North Americans. 
When a person died, the body was washed, and dressed 
in his best attire. He was set upright, and formally 
taken leave of by all his friends and relations. The 
priests in the neighbourhood attended the body to the 
place of interment ; singing mournful songs and playing 
melancholy airs on their instruments. They were in- 
terred in their ordinary habits. With them were buried 
their arms, and sometimes gold, silver, necessaries of 
various kinds, or those things which they hiad esteemed 
during life. It is even said, tJiat, along with their great 
men, several slaves were put to death and interred in 
order to attend their masters in a future state ; but this 
seems not to be suflSciently authenticated. Instead of 
burying their dead, they are said, sometimes, to have 
burnt &em ; and this seems to have been true^ chiefly, 
with regard to their chiefs and princes. 



296 oftttiK ogjw^ 

The government of Mexico, when the Spaniards 
arrived amongst them, was monarchicil ; but it is said 
formerly to have been a republic : frequent factions 
having endaogered the sinte, it was changed into an 
elective monarchy. At first, their kin^ were electied 
by the whole community ; afttrwanis the elective power 
was assumed, exclusively, by the kings of ofZacuba and 
Tezuco, and four princes of the blood. The monarch 
was always chosen from the royal family. Before the 
king, who had been elected, could be crowned, he was 
obliged to goon an expedition against some neighboring 
nation. At his return, he was met by his nobles, the 
ministers of state, and chief priests* He was conducted 
to the temple of the god of war. There he was invested 
with the imperial robes. In his right hand he received 
#:goldeii sword ; in his left a bow and arrows. The 
jdng of Tezuco, first elector of the empire, set the crown 
on his head : one of the principal ministers, in the name 
of the people, congratulated him upon his acession to 
the crown, and instructed him in the duties which his 
new dignity enforced upon him. 

The king lived in great magnificence and splendour. 
He ate alone but had always 200 dishes at his table ; he 
was waited on by his principal nobility; and among 
them he distributed the dishes, after he had taken of 
them what he wanted. He frequently drank out of a 
golden goblet ; a privilege denied to his greatest vassals. 

Justice was administered by proper courts, and judges 
appointed in every city and province ; hut from them an 
appeal could be made to the supreme tribunal, in Mexico, 
which consisted of twelve judges. Superior, however, 
lo every court of judicature in the kingdom, was the 
council of state, composed of the six electors of the 
empire, and generally held in the emperor's presence ; 
and without consulting this council, he seldom resolved 
on any measure of importance. Treason, murder, sodo- 
my, and adultery, to wjiich some add robbery and theft, 
were punished with death. 
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The revenues of the crown were under the coffnizance- 
of a council appointed solely fiir that purpose ; this coun- 
cil took charge of ihose parts of the kinir'^ income, arising 
from the mines, as well ns of those taxes in kind, paid 
by his subjects of every profession. These taxes in the 
reitrn of Montezuma, amounted to a third part of every 
man's profits. The nobles were not subject to the same 
taxes, but were ohli<red to maintain a certain number of 
men, to serve in the king's army whenever they were 
required. 

The military afiairs of the empire were reofulated by a 
separate council. The profession of a soldier was es- 
teemed t!;e most honourable in the empire, and soldiers 
every where enjoyed peculiar privileges. Their armies 
were raised with ease, every cacique, or chief, being obli- 
ged, when called upon, to bring a certain number of men 
mto the field. The Spanish writers relate, that Monte-' 
zuma had thirty vassals, each of whom could brin^ an 
hundred thousand men into the field, but this calcula- 
tion has evident marks of exaggeration. Each cacique 
commanded his own vassals, but under the control of the 
emperor, who generally conducted his armies in person. 

War seems to have been the d/lightof the nation, and 
military talents were the surest means of preferment. In 
order to excite an emulation in courage and warlike skill 
among the troops, several orJers were created similar to 
the knights of Kurope, in the days of chivalry. '^Fhere 
were many of these orders, and one in particular, into 
which none could be admitted, who were not princes, 
or of royal descent. Their badore was a red ribbon, with 
which their hair was tied behind ; to this were affixed a 
numher of tassels, corresponding to the number of heroic 
actions performed by the wearer, a new tassel being ad- 
ded for each exploit. To this order the emperor "him- 
self belonged. 

Their arms were generally bows and arrows ; but 

- some Spanish writers have asserted, that iron or steel 

weapons were also in use among them, some centuries 

26 
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previous to thearrival of the Europeans. Of this fact thejr 
feel convinced from their having discovered several iron 
tools and warlike weapons in the tombs of the dead. It 
has been frequently mentioned by Don Fernandez^ that 
tlie Mexicans knew the use of iron, although other wri- 
ters denied the fact. " I do not mean to assert, (says this 
author) that the Mexicans ever arrived, since their emi- 
Ration to the western continent, at such a proficiency 
in the use of iron as to be able to mould that metal into 
warlike weapons or other tools necessary for the promo- 
tion of the arts. I know, beyond the possibility of con- 
tradiction, that the Mexicans used iron instruments, when 
it can, as has been frequently done, be proved, that iron or 
steel swords and other tools of the same metnl, have been 
found buried with the dead." The incredulous ask, how 
18 it, that tbe Mexicans did not use them when the Span- 
iards first visited them ? They might as we have already 
mentioned, when we alluded to the antiquities of North 
America, disappear, from the prevalent custom, among 
the difierent tribes who inhabited this continent, of bury- 
ing those weapons and other useful tools with the dead. 
It might also be asked, why the Mexicans, since their ar- 
rival on this continent, did not practice the art of making 
swords and different other instruments which have been 
found in the tumuli of the dead, both in the northern and 
southern parts of America. In answer to this question, 
it is reasonable enough to imagine, that this Asiatic col- 
ony who peopled America and brought along with them 
those iron instruments from Asia, discovered no iron 
mines in America, whence they might be formed. In 
battle, they were totally ignorant of the art of disposing 
their soldiers in battle array. They engaged like a con- 
fused crowd, and were consequently like a rnbble ofchil- 
drcn, before men skilled in military discipline ; and to 
this circumstance, it has been conjectured, more than to 
their ignorance of fire arms, the Spaniards owed their 
easy conquest of the country. 

Pear was the basis on which the Mexican worship was 
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founded ; and in common with the religion of other pa- 
^an nations, that of the ancient Mexicans consisted chief- 
ly in rites of deprecation. Whilst figures of destructive 
animals decorated their temples, fasts, penances, voluor 
tary wounds and tortures, formed the essences of their 
religious rites. 

In the Vlexican language teofl was a general term for 
any divinity; and they had an obscure belief of a crear 
tor, whom they styled Ipdnemoani that is, h« by whoin 
we live. But their Supreme Deity was rather the Eyil 
Spirit, denominated klacatecolatotl^ or the rational o\cl^ 
whose delight was to injure or terrify. They believed 
in the immortality of the soul, and a kind of transmigra- 
tion ; the good being transformed into birds, and the bad 
into creeping animals. 

The first teocalli^ or great temple of Mexico, was com- 
posed of wood. The second temple was erected in 1486, 
and appears to have been of a pyramidal form, 121 feet 
high, 316 feet at the base, and situated in the midst of a 
vast inclosuro surrounded with walls. It appears to have 
been a solid mass of earth faced with stone, and consist- 
ed of five stories. On the summit of this enormous cube, 
were a great number of altars, covered with wooden cu- 
polas. The point where these cupolas terminated, was 
elevated 177 feet above the base of the edifice. On the 
walls of the inclosure were represented many serpenta^ 
beads, twisted into various forms. A small chapel stood 
near the principal entrance, the front of which was 
adorned with the skulls of those who had been sacrificed. 
On each side of the greatest square was agate, sur- 
mounted by the statues of inferior deities ; and within 
the incldsure was the habitation of the priests and ser- 
vants of the temple. The building was ascended by 120 
steps; the top was 40 feet square, paved with jaspers of 
various colours ; round it was a rail of serpentine work, 
of beautiful black stone, joined with reid and white ce« 
ment. Two marble images, sustaining a vast candle- 
gttckf stood on each side of the space ; and between them 
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a jjTeen stone, five spans high, and pointed at the top, on 
which they extended the victims they intended to sacri- 
fice. These sacrifices were offered lo the god, who sal 
opposite, in a chapel of exquisite workmanship. This 
ffod was seated on a throne, sustained by a sphere of a 
blue colour, representing heaven. From the sides of this 
fiphere proceeded four stafi[s, terminating in figures of 
serpents' heads : a twisted serpent was held in the hand 
of the image ; and in his left four arrows behind a shield, 
which was ornamented with white feathers, in the form 
of a cross. On its head was a helmet, adorned with 
feathers of various colours. The countenance of this 
Mexican Moloch was stern and terrific, deformed with 
two blue hands, one across the nose and cheeks, and the 
other across the brow. As to the number of victims of- 
fered to this sanguinary deity, authors differ. Fernan- 
dez says, that those religious edifices of the Mexicj.ns 
would, from the art and taste which the architecture dis- 
played, be a credit to a more civilized nation than the 
Mexicans, and that they must have been acquainted with 
painting, sculpture, and architecture previous to their 
migration from Asia. 

From the foregoing observations on the civilization of 
the Mexicans, it appears that this great mition had at- 
tained a high degree of refinement, previous to the arri- 
val of the Spaniards. The habits of the emperor and 
his principal chiefs are said by Spanish writers to have 
been rich and superb. In several arts they were con- 
siderable proficients. Painting and architecture they 
cultivated with assiduity and success. On agriculture 
depended chiefly their means of subsistence, althongli 
huntinj^ and fishing were their favorite exercises, la 
educating their children, they offered an example of their 
political sagacity ; because m every district of the em- 
pire public schools were erected, in which the youths 
were fitted for the army, church and statr, according to 
their different bents of inclination. In this they excell- 
ed even the most refined nations in Europe, where tba 
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i)ispositions and qualifications of the youth are not taken 
into consideration before they are sent abroad to learU 
the different professions. 

Tfieir government, which was monarchical when ihe 
Spaniards arrived among them, was conducted with the 
greatest prudence and the most refined policy. The 
ceremonies which attended the king's coronation were, 
according to the Spaniards, solemn and imposing. In 
war the Mexicans could boast of military talents, as well 
as bravery and intrepidity ; and rewards and honours 
were held out to them, as mdiicemeius to excel in mili- 
tary skill, which greatly improved Iheir national cliarac- 
ter and social institutions, at an early period. Their forti- 
fications also displayed a degree of military skill which 
was not likely to be found among the tribes which in- 
habited the new world. In their religious rites, though 
a pagfin worship, they sometimes displayed some taste 
with their imposing ceremonies. 

That the Natchez, evidently the most civilized of all 
the present North American tribes were abranch of the 
great family which constituted the Mexican nation, can- 
not be doubted, if we pay respect to the traditions of the 
Natchez themselves, to asimilarity of language, manners, 
habits and customs, as well as their external appearance 
and religion. If we admit under these circumstances, 
that a consanguinity exists between the Mexicans and 
the Natchez, and it cannot be reasonably denied, we 
must also grant the probability, that ihe vestiges of civi- 
lization, throughout the North American continent, owe 
their existence tosome polished tribes who separatetl from 
the Toltecs, Chichimecs, and Artecs (now the Mexicans,) 
at the period of their successive migrations, and colonist 
ed North America. 

This is the most reasonable conjecture that we can 
form, respecting the most ancient inhabitants of North 
America. The grounds of this hypothesis are evidently 
agreeable to reason from the fact that fortifications, offen- 
sive weapons, defensive armour, and tumtdi were found 
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among the Mexicans, much the same as those which in* 
dicate the civilization of those who preceded the pn-sent 
red Indians as the inhabitants of the North American soil. 
It may, indeed, appear to some rather singular that those 
tribes have totally disappeared in North America, and 
that they did not impart to the present Indians any of 
their arts or sciences in painting, architecture, and agri- 
culture. If we suppose that the present red Indians en- 
tered North America from Siberia or Tartary as a pow- 
erful and numerous nation and exterminated v/iih war, 
or expelled from the country the real aborigines of the 
American soil, it is not either likely or probable that the 
vanquished would teach tlie conquerors, or that the con- 
querors would learn from the vanquished. 

From the Cor<»ans in Asia, t! e 1 oliec, Chichimec,and 
Aztec, that foinied the Mexican nation, are very reasona- 
bly supposed to have descended. They bear a striking 
resemblance to the Mexicans in many respects. Ac- 
cording to Abemethy, the Coreans have the narrow fore- 
heads, bl.ick eyes, and regular white teeth of the Mex- 
icans ; their hair is black and thick, and their skins are 
of copper colour. 

Their warriors frequently paint their faces with va- 
rious colours ; and often all thrse places which are not 
covered. This they do, in order to appear terrible to 
their enemies in time of war. The females paint them- 
selves solely for the sake of adding to their personal at* 
tractions. 

The Coreans were far from being ignorant of the arts 
and sciences, for Santini and Abernethy assure us that 
painting and architecture were, as well as fowling, hunt- 
mg, and fishing, their favourite purruits. In painting or 
drawing they frequently used the coloured feathers, 
which, as we have already observed, were in common 
use among the Mexicans for the same purpose. The 
Mexican music, which consisted of a reed and a small 
wooden drnm, was also observed among the Coreans by 
several travellers, as well as the circular dances so pre- 
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Valent amon^ all the Indian tribes throughout Noith and 
South America. Their other exercises were numerous 
and consisted merely of display^of activity, strength, and 
agility. Marriage was celebrated among the Coreans al- 
most in the same manner as among the Mexicans. The 
priest tied the man's right hand to tlie woman's left, with 
a white cord. In this state the/ walked liome from the 
temple to the bridegroom's house where the cord was 
untiedby the priest who accompanied them. A feast was 
then pr«T)arcd, which ended in dancing, and on the retir- 
ing of the married couple. The Mexicans observed a 
similar ceremony ; for the priest tied a corner of the wo- 
man's veil, to a cornar of the man's mantle. In this man- 
ner he led them home to the bridegroom's house. 

The Mexican custom of washing the woman and child 
in a neighbouring stream, whenever she was delivered 
was also common among the Coreans, who, howcv r left 
it at the pleasure of the woman herself; and if she declin- 
ed, it was considered cisa mark of impurity. 

The funerjd rites of the Coreans did not differ mate- 
rially from those of the North American Indians and 
Mexicans. Their dead they attired in their finest rohes ; 
and along with them they buried those things which they 
esteemed when living. It has also been observed that it 
was customary with them to bury with the dead their 
favorite dogs. 

The Coreans engaged in battle with tremendous howl- 
ing^s and shouts, similar to the outcries of all the Indian 
tribes of America. Their original arms were bows and 
arrows ; but since a colony arrived there from Ciiina 
swords and other iron weapons were introduced. 

The religion of the Coreans, like that of every rudlB 
nation, was founded upon fear, and it consisted chiefly in 
rites of deprecation. Posts, penances, tortures, and vo- 
luntary wounds formed the essences of their religinn. 
That of the Mexicans corresponded in all its rites and 
ceremonies, with that of the Coreans. These Asiatics, 
as well as almost all the Indian tribes of America wor- 
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shipped two particular divinities ; the one they consid- 
ered to be a benevolent spirit^ and the other malevolent. 
They had also a great many inferior deities, whom they 
reverenced as ttttelary gods^ or guardians. 

In these, and in several other national pecularities the 
Mexicans and the Coreans coincide so strikingly, that the 
antiquary will, at once, be saiislSed with the identity of 
people ; besides the traditions of the Mexicans, or rathor 
their records in painting confirm the Chinese manuscripts 
which Santini has translated into the Italian language. 
According to him, the Kitans, in the second year of the 
dynasty of Tsin, emperor of C/hina, declared war against 
the Coreans. The Kitans were a powerful nation, who 
inhabited eastern Tartary and dwelt to the norih and 
uoith-east of the province of Pecheli, in China. With- 
out detailing the particularities of this campaign, so mi- 
nutely related by the Italian antiquary, we shall merely 
say, that the Coreans were subdued by the Kitans, who 
afterwards exercised such tyranny over the vanquished, 
that the Coreans undertook a sea voyage in order to es- 
tablish a colony insome distant land. The course which 
they pursued was towardsthe north-east. During a voy- 
age of nine weeks they passed by several islands, and 
arrived in a country, whose bounds they could not dis- 
cover. The land Santini, very leasonably, supposes to 
be America. This information, of which we have only 
given the substance, is certainly very interesting, and 
tends to prove beyond the possibility of a doubt, that the 
Coreans were the first that visited the new world from 
Asia. It was communic<ated in Corea by prince Ala- 
couli, on his return to Corea ; and thence it was trans- 
mitted to China, where the manuscript is still preserved. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Having now accomplished the plan which we pfopo- 
sed as a guide in our inquiry after the origin of the North 
American Indians, with as much ladelity as the Jimited 
nature of the present work would permit, we shall once 
more direct the attention of the reader to this subject be- 
fore we abandon so curious and affilated a question. Of 
all the races into which the great human family is divi- 
ded by peculiar features in the constitution of their bod- 
ies, as well as by the characteristic qualities of their 
minds, the Aboriorines of the American Continent have 
afforded the antiquary the widest field for research and 
inquiry concerning their original extraction Amid this 
uncertainty and obscurity which hang over the early 
history of the Ameriam hidians, the most extravagant 
conjectures and the wildest theor es have been formed 
in order to arrive at the original of this strange and sin- 
gular people. Almost all the nations of the earth have 
been ransacked to account for the peopling ol the new 
world. While some have presumptuously asserted that 
they are descended from some remnant of the antedilu- 
vian inhabitants of the earth, who survived the deluge 
on the summit of some lofty mountain in the southern 
regions of America, others have vainly imagined that it 
was here Adam and Eve drew tfie first breath of life, 
and lliat hence all the other portions of the earth receiv- 
ed their inhabitants. In the absence of historical re- 
cords, of which the Indians had none, conjecture and 
hypothesis have inevitably formed the frail and only 
foundation on which authors have built their various 
theories. 

It is truly amusing to see how readily the human 
mind sometimes espouses any cause, however absurd, 
whe!i the novelty of the plan is in any way alluring or 
captivating. If we credit the fanciful inventions of his- 
torian3, we are to believe, that the Jews, the Canaanites, 
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the PhoBnicians, the Carthaginians, and the Greeks, 
made settlements, in ancient times, on the American con- 
tinent. The Scythians, the Chinese, the Swedes, the 
Norwe^ns, the Welsh, and the Spaniards, are also said 
to have sent hither different colonies : without attempt- 
ing to refute the authors of these wild schemes, we shall 
rest satisfied with a few observations on the most proba- 
ble and rational system that has been as yet sncrgested. 
It must certainly appear somewhat strancre to a sober 
mind, that antiquaries must ^o to Greece, Tyre, and Car- 
thage, as well as Wales, Spain, and Sweden, to discover 
in these countries the ancestors of the red men of Ameri- 
ca, instead of crossing the straits of Beering where the 
two continents are separated by a channel only twenty- 
five milc« wide. 

Some indeed have supposed that .America was at this 
poini originally united lo the old continent, and disjoin- 
ed from It by the shock of an earthquake, or the irrup- 
tion of a deluge. This opinion, it is true, is a mere con- 
jecture, but still it is far from being improbable- There 
are others aofaiii whose imaginations are somewhat more 
sublime and romantic, so that nothing less than a voyage 
of three or four thousiuid miles across the Atlantic will 
satisfy them. These fondly imagine that some vessel, 
being forced from its course by the violence of a wester- 
ly wind, might be driven by accident towards the Ameri- 
can coast, and have given a bt^ginning to population in 
that desolate continent. We have only to say on this 
head, that we have neither history nor tradition to au- 
thorise a belief that such an event ever happened. Not- 
withstanding the erudition which has been displayed by 
the traveller and antiquary in endeavouring to trace in 
the western world monumentsof antiquity, which should 
have great weight in proving that Anierica was peopled 
by some nation of the ancient continent which had made 
considerable progress in civilization, still, from all that 
can be advanced' on this point, we coii only infer that 
some nations had attained a higher degree ofimproye* 
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ment in some of the arts than our present race of red 
men. But as we have not undertaken lo illustrate this 
subject, we shall leave it in the hands of those who claim 
it as their peculiar province. 

In finishing this inquiry conceminr the original of the 
North American Indians, we beg leave toconchide with 
a few observations from the learned disquisition of Ro- 
bertson in his History of South America, on this same 
subject 

" From considering the animals with which America 
is stored," says the learned author, " we may conclude 
that the nearest point of contact between the old and new 
continents is towards the northern extremity of both, and 
that there the communication was opened, and the in- 
tercourse carried on between them. All the extensive 
countries in America which lie within the tropics, or ap- 
proach near to them, are filled with indigenous animals 
of various kinds, entirely different from those in the cor- 
responding regions of the ancient contment. But the 
northern provinces of the new world abound with many 
of the w^iid animals which are common in such parts of 
our hemisphere as lie in a similar situation. The bear, 
the wolf, the fox, the hare, the deer, the roebuck, the elk, 
and several other species, frequent the forests of North 
America, no less than those in the north of Europe and 
Asia. It seems to be evident, then, that the two conti- 
nents approach each other in this quarter, and are either 
united, or so nearly adjacent that these animals mi^ht 
pass from the one to the other. 

" The actual vicinity of the two continents is so clear- 
ly established by modern discoveries, that the chief dif- 
ficulty with respect to the peoplinor of America is remov- 
ed. While those immense regions which stretch east- 
ward from the river Oby to the sea of Kanischatka weie 
unknown or imperfectly explored, the north-east extremi- 
ties of our hemisphere were supposed to be so far distant 
from any part of the new world, that it was not easy to 
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conceive how any communication should have been car- 
ried on between them. But the Russians, having sub- 
jected the western part of Siberia to their empire, grad- 
ually extended their knowledge of that vast country, by 
advancing towards the east into unknown regions not 
only in Asia^ but likewise on the continent of America. 

" These the Russians imagined to be part of America ; 
and several circumstances concurred not only in coa« 
firming them in this belief, but in persuading them thai 
some portion of that continent could not be very remote. 
Trees of various kinds unknown in those naked regions 
of Asia were driven upon the coast by an easterly wind. 
By the same wind, floating ice was brought thither in a 
few days ; flights of birds arrived annually from the same 
quarter ; and a tradition obtained among the inhabitants, 
of an intercourse formerly carried on with some coun- 
tries situated to the east. 

*' After weighing all these particulars, and comparing 
the position of the countries in Asia which had been dis- 
covered, with such parts in the north-west of America as 
were already known, the Russian court formed a plan, 
which would have hardly occurred to a nation less ac- 
customed to engage in arduous undertakings, and to con- 
teu'l with great difliculties. Orders were issued (o build 
two vessels at the small village of Ochotz, situated on the 
sea of Kamschatka, to sail on a voyage of discovery. 
Though that dreary uncultivated region furnished noth- 
ing that could be of use in constructing them, but some 
lars^o trees ; though not only the iron, the cordage, the 
sails, and all the numerous articles requisite for their 
equipment, but the provisions for victualling them were 
to be carried through the immense deserts of Siberia, 
down rivers of difficult navigation, and along roads al- 
most impassible, the mandate of the soverei«[n, and the 
perseverance of the people, at last surmounted every ob- 
stacle. Two vessels were finished, and, under the com- 
mand of the Captains Behringand Tschirikow, sailed 
from Kamschatka, in quest of the new world in a quar- 
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ter where it had never been approached. They shaped 
their course towards the east ; and thonofh a storm soon 
separated the vessels, which never rejoined, and many 
disasters befell them, the expectations from the voyage 
were not altoorether frustrated. Each of the command- 
ers discovered land, which to them appeared to be part 
of the American continent ; and according to their ob- 
servation, it seemed to be situated within a few degrees of 
the north-west coast of California. Each set some of his 
people ashore ; but in one place the inhabitants fled as 
the Russians approached ; in another, they carried oflF 
those who landed, and destroyed their boats. The vio- 
lence of the weather, and the distress of their crews, obli- 
ged both captains to quit this inhospitable coast. In their 
return they touched at several islands which stretched in 
a chain from east to west between the country which 
they had discovered and the coast of Asia. They had 
some intercourse with the natives, who seemed to them 
to resemble the North Americans. They presented to 
the Russians the oalumet, or pipe of peace, which is a 
^mbol of friendship universal among the people of North 
Am'^rica, and a usage of arbitrary institution peculiar to 
them. 

^* Again, in the year 1768 discoveries in that quarter 
were resumed, which not only confirmed the Russian 
government in the belief that America was not far re- 
moved from the north eastern parts of Asia, but discover- 
ed various islands interspersed in those straits, which 
would inevitably tend to facilitate an intercourse be- 
tween the inhabitants of the old and new world. 

" Thus the possibility of a communication between the 
continents in this quarter rest*? no longer upon mere con- 
jecture, but is established by undoubted evidence. Some 
tribe, or some families of wandering Tartars, from the 
restless spirit peculiar to their race, might migrate to the- 
nearest islands, and, rude as their knowledge of naviga- 
tion was, might, by passing from one to the other, reach 
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at length the coast of America, and give a beginning to 
population in that continent. 

" Though it be possible that America may have re- 
ceived its first inhabitants from our continent, either by 
the north-west of Europe, or the north-east of Asia, there 
seems to be good reason for supposing that the progeni- 
tors of all the American nations from Cape Horn to the 
southern confines of Labrador, migrated from the latter 
rather than the former. The Esquimeaux are the only 
people in America, who in their aspect or character, bear 
any resemblance to the northern Europeans. They are 
manifestly a race of men distinct from all the nations of 
the American continent, in language, in disposition, and 
habits of life. Their original, then, may warrantably be 
traced up to that source which I have pointed out. But 
among all the other inhabitants of America, there is such 
a striking similitude in the form of their bodies and the 
qualities of their minds, that notwithstanding the diver- 
sities occasioned by the influences of climate or unequal 
progress in improvement, we must pronounce them to be 
descended from one source. There may be a variety in 
the shades, but we can every where trace the same ori- 
ginal colour. Each tribe has something peculiar which 
distinguishes it, but in all of them we discern certain fea- 
tures common to the whole race. It is remarkable, that 
in every peculiarity, whether in their persons or disposi- 
tions, which characterize the Americans, they have some 
resemblance to the rude tribes scattered over the north- 
east of Asia, but almost none to the nations settled in the 
northern extreAities of Europe. We may, therefore, re- 
fer them to the former origin, and conclude that their 
Asiatic progenitors, having settled in those parts of 
America where the Russians have discovered the prox- 
imity of the two continents, spread ofradually over its va- 
rious reo^ions. This account of the progress of popula- 
tion in America coincides with the traditions of the Mexi- 
canjs^ concerning their own -riffin, which, imperfect as 
they are, were preserved with more accuracy, and merit 
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greater credit, than those of any people in the new world. 
According to them, their ancestors came from a remote 
country situated to the north-west of Mexico. The Mexi- 
cans point out their various stations as they advanced 
from this into the interior provinces, and it is precisely 
the same route which they must have held if they had 
heen emigrants from Asia. The Mexicans, in descri- 
bing the appearance of their progenitors, their manners 
and habits of life at that period, exactly delineate those 
of the rude Tartars from whom I suppose them to have 
sprung." 
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